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Palestinians hold out for 
Israeli pullout schedule 

UaKrAn OCCUPIED JERUSALEM land now could weaken the three-hour session. 
JlTCUlUIl (Agencies) — Palestinian Israel’s position in talks on "We are continuing tc 


gunman 
to take 
tests 


TEL AVIV (AP) — An 
Israeli soldier who fired on 
Palestinian shoppers in 
Hebron earlier in the week 
was ordered Friday to under- 
go psychiatric tests, and his 
lawyer reportedly urged him 
to plead innocent on grounds 
of insanity. 

Noam Friedman. 22, has 
said he is mentally stable 
and that he opened fire in 
downtown Hebron on 
Wednesday in hopes of scut- 
tling an Israeli troop with- 
drawal from most of the 
West Bank city. Five Pales- 
tinians were wounded in the 
shooting. 

The Yediot Ahronot daily 
said Friedman bad also 
planned other attacks on 
Arabs. It said he had intend' 
ed to steal an armoured per- 
sonnel carrier, drive it to an 
Arab village near his army 
base and open fire. Friedman 
also spoke of attacking the 
Al Aqsa Mosque compound 
in Jerusalem. 

Friedman had a histoiy of 
psychiatric problems. He 
was expelled from a Jewish 
seminary, and was drafted 
late into the army. 

A second soldier, Yuval 
Jibli. 21. has been detained 
in the Hebron shooting on 
suspicion he knew of Fried- 
man’s plans. Yediot said a 
third soldier who. like Jibli, 
served with Friedman at a 
logistics base near 
Jerusalem, was also detained 
and questioned. 

On Friday, Friedman met 
for the first time with his 
attorney, Naphtali Werzberg- 
er. The attorney suggested 
that Friedman plead inno- 
cent on grounds of insanity 
when charged, army radio 
said. However, the gunman 
refused, insisting he was 
sane. 

A judge on Friday ordered 
Friedman to undergo psychi- 
atric tests at a hospital, the 
report said. 

Friedman's mother. Riva, 
told the Maariv newspaper 
she had no explanation for 
her son's deeds. “It’s not the 
boy I know.,.U‘s as though . 
something possessed his 

body and is inside that awful 
gaze," she told the Maariv 
newspaper. 

She said that in recent 
months, her son became 
increasingly fervent in 
observing religious law. In a 
visit to the family's home in 
the West Bank settlement, of 
Maale Adumim. he asked 
that the television set be 
removed from the house. 
She said he also refused to 
eat regular army food, say- | 
ing it was not kosher ! 
enough. 

Friedman became more 
withdrawn after a classmate 
was kidnapped by Palestin- 
ian militants in 1994 and 
killed during a rescue 

attempt. 

Rabbi Yehoshua Katz, who 
met with Friedman several 
times before the shooting, 
said the gunman told him: "I 
am the Messiah." Other rab- 
bis said Friedman spoke of 
divine revelations. 

The army has ordered an 
investigation into why Fried- 
man was enlisted and given 
a rifle after his community 
psychiatrist recommended 
he not be drafted. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
negotiators said they will 
not sign an agreement on 
Hebron until Israel com- 
mits to a deadline for with- 
drawing its troops from 
most of the West Bank. 

Resisting U.S. pressure, 
the Palestinians said they 
would block the long-over- 
due deal on Hebron until 
Israel commits to further 
troop withdrawals from the 
West Bank. 

"Before there can be a 
summit, there must be 
agreement,” Palestinian 
negotiator Jamil Tarifi said. 
"The most important thing 
for us are the dates for the 
second and third stages of 
redeployment." 

Under the past Israeli- 
Palesrinian accords, Israeli 
troops were to have pulled 
out of Hebron, the last West 
Bank city under Israeli con- 
trol, by March 1996. The 
accords also call for three 
additional troops pullbacks 
from rural areas of the West 
Bank. 

The so-called "further 
redeployment” was to have 
occurred in intervals of six 
months beiween September 
1996 and September . 1997. 
The understanding between 
Israel’s previous govern- 
ment and the Palestinians 
was that the Palestinian 
National Authority fPNA) 
would control most of the 
West Bank by September 
1997. 

However, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu did not begin 
the rural withdrawal as 
scheduled in September. He 
has said giving up more 


land now could weaken 
Israel’s position in talks on 
the final status of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In the Hebron talks, the 
PNA insisted that Israel 
commit to a withdrawal 
timetable to be completed 
by September 1997, as 
originally planned. 

The Palestinians said the 
Israeli prime minister told 
them withdrawal could 
begin within six weeks of 
the signing of a Hebron 
agreement, but refused to 
give a deadline for com- 
pleting the three-stage rede- 
ployment. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s top aide, 
David Bar-lllan, denied that 
Mr. Netanyahu has com- 
mitted to a starting date for 
withdrawal, saying the 
prime minister would only 
discuss it with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat in a 
summit. 

Mr. Bar Ulan said there 
was no need for a comple- 
tion date, noting that the 
original accord specified 
six-month intervals. 

However, he said "there 
may be a reluctance on our 
part to continue with the 
process" if the Palestinians 
violate their sides of the 
agreements. 

In Gaza City, U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton’s Mideast 
envoy, Dennis Ross, talked 
with Mr. Arafat to try to 
resolve the dispute and 
arrange a summit with Mr. 
Netanyahu. He apparently 
fell short. 

"We have not solved all 
the remaining issues that 
still have to be resolved 
before having an agree- 
ment,” Mr. Ross said after 


the three-hour session. 
"We are continuing to 
work through the prob- 
lems.” 

The urgency of resolving 
Hebron’s future was under- 
lined by Wednesday's 
shooting spree by an off- 
duty Israeli soldier in 
Hebron. Noam Friedman, 
22. fired his automatic 
weapon ar a crowded Pales- 
tinian market, wounding 
five Arab shoppers. He later 
said he wanted to scuttle 
the Hebron troop redeploy- 
ment (see separate story). 

Two issues remained 
unsettled in the Hebron 
talks. 

Mr. Arafat wants assur- 
ances that Jewish settlers 
will not be allowed to build 
high-rise buildings, thus 
increasing the population in 
their six enclaves in down- 
town Hebron. About 450 
Jews live in Hebron, a city 
of 120,000 Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat also wants to 
station a Palestinian police- 
man at the Ibrahimi 
Mosque, a shrine in down- 
town Hebron that is sacred 
to Muslims and Jews. In 
1994. a Jewish settler 
opened fire in the tomb, 
killing 30 Muslim wor- 
shipers. 

The site is in an area of 
Hebron that would remain 
under Israeli control after 
the troop withdrawal. 

Mr. Netanyahu also is 
facing opposition from 
right-wing elements in his 
own government to get 
stringent security guaran- 
tees for the Jewish settlers 


( Continued on page 7) 


Syria: Israel behind blast 
that killed 9 in Damascus 

— Syria said Thursday Jordan denounces 

Israeli agents planted a 

bomb on a bus in central 1 j _ 

Damascus killing nine attaCK and CXC^SSCS 

people and wounding 44, JT 

as part of attempts to - • - • *ir'l * 

peacepn*Kss. M ' ddle E “ solidarity with Syria 


DAMASCUS (Agencies ) 
— Syria said Thursday 
Israeli agents planted a 
bomb on a bus in central 
Damascus, killing nine 
people and wounding 44, 
as part of attempts to 
destroy the Middle East 
peace process. 

Israel denied being 
behind the New Year’s eve 
attack and the United 
States warned Syria against 
making “wild and irrespon- 
sible" statements without 
evidence. 

A Syrian spokesman, 
quoted by the official news 
agency SANA on Thurs- 
day, himed that the incident 
was linked to an anti-Dam- 
ascus campaign in 
Lebanon which included 
violent attacks against Syr- 
ian targets in December. 

"This terrorist, cowardly 
and criminal action comes 
within the framework of 
threats which were 
launched recently by 
Israeli officials that aim at 
killing the peace process. 

"Agents of the (Israeli 
intelligence agency) 
Mossad utilised prepara- 
tions for the New Year cel- 
ebrations on Tuesday with 
people leaving to their 
towns and planted an 
explosive device inside the 
bus which exploded min- 
utes after It left the bus sta- 
tion at noon," the official 
said on Thursday. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
spokesman Shai Bazak told 
Reuters: "It’s a gross lie. 
Israel strives for nothing 

but peace and acts solely in 
peaceful ways " 

"We unequivocally con- 
demn terrorist actions in 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
has expressed its condem- 
nation of a bomb attack on 
a bus in Syria which result- 
ed in the death and injury of 
more than 50 people and 
voiced total support for 
Syria in the face of crimi- 
nal acts. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, called Syrian Pres- 
ident Hafez Al Assad to 
voice Jordan’s condemna- 
tion of the terrorist attack 
which occurred last Tues- 
day. 

“Jordanians felt outrage 
and repulsion over this 
criminal act that has target- 
ed innocent lives," the 
Crown Prince told Presi- 
dent Assad, stressing that 
Jordan will remain 
opposed to all acts of ter- 
rorism anywhere and from 
any source. 

The Crown Prince 
expressed Jordan’s condo- 
lences to President Assad 
over the death of the inno- 
cent people in the blast. 

President Assad thanked 
Prince Hassan, stressing 
that the terrorists who were 
behind this criminal act 
were targeting Syria’s 
stance and its moves to 
attain a just and permanent 
peace. 

He said the cycle of vio- 
lence in this region should 
end and called for close 
cooperation in the face of 
violence. 


Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti sent his 
Syrian counterpart Mah- 
moud Al Zobi a cable of 
sympathy over the death of 
the innocent civilians as a 
resulr of the bomb anack. 

”1 -offer you deep condo- 
lences over the death of the 
innocent people and con- 
demn the dastardly crime 
which will never affect 
Syria's steadfastness and its 
security under a wise lead- 
ership capable of ensuring 
security and stability for 
the Syrian people and 
uprooting the sources of 
evil," said Mr. Kabariti in 
his cable. 

“In my name and on 
behalf of the Jordanian 
government and people we 
condemn this attack and 
denounce all forms of ter- 
rorism regardless of their 
motives and we stress our 
all-out support for your 
country and its measures to 
deter the aggressors," 
added Mr. Kabariti. 

He stressed "Jordan 
considers its own security 
as an integral part of that 
of the Arab World." 

"Whatever harms Syria 
is considered as aimed at 
Jordan and its citizens 
because our blood is the 
same and our stability is 
one and the forces of dark- 
ness and terrorism remain 
the common enemy of the 
Arab Nation, “ he said. 



Crown Prince leaves on 
visit to Britain, Spain 


WINNERS: Al Wihdat's captain Yousef Al Ammouri 
raises the Jordan Soccer Federation (JSF) Premier 
League trophy which his team won after beating Al 
Faisali 4-1 on penalty shootout The two teams drew 1- 
1 before the match, held at Amman International Stadi- 
um in the presence of some 28,000 fans, was extended 
into two extra halves (see story on page 11) 

Experts working on 
Iraq- Jordan oil deal 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two Jordan- 
ian ministers have returned 
home after talks in Bagh- 
dad with senior Iraqi offi- 
cials and technical experts 
are working on details of 
renewing an oil agreement 
between the two countries. 
Information Minister Mar- 
wan Muasher said Friday. 

The agreement, under 
which Iraq is expected to 
increase by seven per cent 
its oil supplies to Jordan, 
will be signed when Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade 
Ali Abul Ragheb visits 
Baghdad, probably this 
week. Dr. Muasher told the 
Jordan Times. 

Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hashem 
Dabbas and Minister of 
Finance Marwan Awad 
returned home late Thurs- 
day after four days of talks 
in Baghdad. 

It was expected that the 
oil accord would be signed 
during their stay in Bagh- 
dad. 

Asked whether there was 
any problem in renewing 
the agreement. Dr. Muasher 
said, “not as far as I know.” 

Dr. Muasher said "cer- 

Peru crisis 


tain technical details” 
remained to be sorted out in 
the agreement. 

“Technical experts from 
the two sides are working 
on the details," he said. 

Other officials said Mr. 
Abul Ragheb, accompanied 
by Minister of Transport 
Nasser LawzL is scheduled 
to visit Baghdad for a meet- 
ing of the Joint Jordanian- 
Iraqi Economic Commis- 
sion on Jan. 6. 

During that visit, Jordan 
and Iraq are also expected 
to renew their annual trade 
protocol, which is tied with 
the oil agreement. 

Iraqi newspapers said 
Thursday that Mr. Abul 
Ragheb and Mr. Lawzi 
“will continue talks begun 
by the first ministerial dele- 
gation on trade relations 
and on how much crude oil 
Jordan will import." 

Dr. Dabbas said in Bagh- 
dad last week that Iraq had 
agreed to increase by seven 
per cent its supply of oil to 
Jordan. That will mean 4.5 
million tonnes of crude oil 
and oil derivatives in 1997. 

Iraq supplies all of Jor- 
dan’s oil needs by trucking 
50,000 barrels - per day 

(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath, accompa- 
nied by His Royal High- 
ness Prince Rashed, left 
Amman Friday on an offi- 
cial visit to Britain and 
Spain. 

Prince Hassan will hold 
talks with British and Span- 
ish officials on bilateral ties 
and will also receive an 
award from the Madrid- 
based Community and Sci- 
ence Institute. 

His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad, the 
King’s special representa-. 


tive. was sworn in as 
Regent. 

Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath were seen 
off at the airport by His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, 
Prince Ali Ben Nayef. 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Upper 
House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi, 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Su'd Havel Srour. 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh and other 
senior officials. 


Jordan stresses need 
for more commitment 
to Middle East peace 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan on Fri- 
day underlined the impor- 
tance of increased commit- 
ment to achieving just, 
comprehensive and durable 
peace In the Middle East 
and-ssid violence was detri- 
mental to die Arab-Israeli 
peace process. 

The Jordanian reaffirma- 
tion came during a meeting 
between His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
and an Arab-Israeli delega- 
tion, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

The visit of the Arab- 
Israeli delegation, repre- 
senting the Islamic Move- 
ment in Israel, is the third 
by an Israeli team to Jordan 
in two days and is part of 
what Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher on Fri- 
day described as Jordan’s 
continued contacts with all 
“colours of the Israeli polit- 
ical spectrum." 

On Thursday a seven- 
member team representing 
the opposition Labour 
Party and a nine-member 
delegation from the Israeli 
parliament's economic 
committee visited Jordan 
and held talks with the 
Crown Prince Hassan arid 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. 

“The talks are part of an 
ongoing dialogue between 
Jordan and the various 
groups on the Israeli politi- 
cal map on cooperation and 
the peace process," said 
Shalom Tourgeman, a 
spokesman for the Israeli 
embassy here. 

In his talks with the Arab 
Israeli team on Friday, the 
Crown Prince specifically 
referred to Wednesday's 
attack by an Israeli soldier 
against Palestinians in 
Hebron and a bomb blast in 
Damascus reported by the 
Syrian government. 

Petra quoted the Crown 
Prince as saying that he 
Middle East requires much 


more commitment to a just, 
durable and comprehensive 
peace for all parties con- 
cerned^ 

Petra said the Crown 
Prince also told the delega- 
tion that the escalation of 
unrest and violence 
adversely affects the quest 
for peace in the region. 

The Crown Prince reaf- 
firmed Jordan’s complete 
support for the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinians in 
their national soil. 

On a bilateral front, the 
Crown Prince called for 
developing cultural links 
between Jordan and Arab 
Israelis and also expressed 
an interest to visit Akka. a 
prominent cultural site in 
what is now Israel, Petra 
said. 

The Arab-Israeli delega- 
tion represents the Islamic 
Movement in Israel and is 
headed by Abdullah Nimer 
Darwish and it includes 
two members of the Israeli 
Knesset, Abdul Malik 
Daramseh and Tawfiq 
Khatib. 

Petra quoted Mr. Darwish 
as praisirig the Jordanian 
leadership and people for 
their support of the Pales- 
tinian cause "This role is 
highly appreciated by the 
Palestinians," he was quot- 
ed as saying. 

Dr. Muasher, the informa- 
tion minister, meanwhile 
described as “useful, posi- 
tive and constructive” the 
talks the Israeli Labour 
Party delegation, led by 
former minister Yossi 
Beilin and including former 
Interior Minister Haim 
Ramon, held in Amman on 
Thursday. 

“We see eye to eye on the 
need to advance the peace 
process," he told the Jordan 
Times. 

"The message we want to 
send to all parties in Israel 
is that we are seeking to 
maintain the momentum of 
the peace process and we 

(Continued on page 7) 


continues d&> royaijordanian 


LIMA (AFP) — Despite 
stalled talks between 
Peru’s government and 
rebels holding dozens of 
hostages at the Japanese 
ambassador's residence, 
analysts said Friday neither 
side was set to turn to 
brute force to end the 
standoff, 

"It would be very difficult 
for the government to use 
violence, mainly because 
of pressure from die Japan- 
ese.” political analyst 
Fernando Rospigliosi told 
AFP. Japanese Ambassador 
Morihisa Aoki and Japan- 
ese diplomats and execu- 
tives were among the 74 

(Continued on page 7) 


ROYAL JORDANIAN has the pleasure to 
announce a new checking - in procedure, 
for First and Super Business Class 
passengers as of January 1 st 1 997. 
Complete departure formalities will be 
done at Terminal 1 on behalf of First and 
Business Class passengers, while they 
are relaxing at the CIP Lounge. 
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U.S. brands executions 
in Libya as show trials 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies) — The United States 
charged Thursday that 
Libya had executed eight 
people accused of spying 
for Washington as a ploy to 
deflect attention from 
domestic problems. 

"These kind of show tri- 
als are meant to take the 
gaze of their own popula- 
tion off what's happening 
in the country and direct it 
to a convenient scape- 
goat." State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said. 

' The United States for 
dii'Uitorial regimes is a 
scapegoat because we 
stand for something quite 
different, which is due 
process, fair play and 
democracy." he said. 

The State Department 
said it was unable to deny 
or confirm whether the 
eight Libyans including six 
senior military officers 
were on the payroll of the 
Central Intelligence 

Agency (CIA) as alleged 
by Tripoli. 

"“We don't have all the 
facts.” Mr. Bums said. But 
he insisted that Libya's 
assertions could not be 
taken al face value and 
described the spying alle- 
gations as “wild charges." 

Libyan television report- 
ed curlier that the six mili- 
tary officers were shot and 
the two civilians hanged 
after the high military 
court on Wednesday upheld 
a lower court’s death sen- 
tences for the defendants. 

Libyan television showed 
an unidentified accuser say- 
ing that the defendants had 
used "sophisticated equip- 
ment" provided by the CIA. 

’The executions were 
carried out by firing squad 
on six military officers, and 
two civilians were 


hanged,” Egypt’s Middle 
East News Agency 
(MENA) said. “This was to 
implement the verdict 
against them by the military 
court.” 

Film carried on Libyan 
satellite stations Thursday 
showed about a dozen of 
the accused seated in a cage 
in prison uniforms, their 
heads shaved bare. 

Libyan experts in Cairo 
said they believed the sen- 
tences were related not to 
espionage but to an October 
1993 coup attempt that has 
never been publicly 
acknowledged by Libyan 
leader Munimar Qadhafi. 

The experts, who insisted 
on anonymity, said the coup 
took the form of a military 
uprising involving thou- 
sands of troops at misratah. 
180 kilometres east of the 
capital Tripoli, and Bani 
Walid, 130 kilometres 
south of Tripoli. 

Colonial Gadhafi and his 
aides have characterised the 
uprising at the two military 
outposts as incidents of 
treachery and betrayal but 
never referred to them as a 
coup attempt. 

The official’s statement 
Wednesday said: "You 

mobilised yourselves as 
spies against your country 
and allowed the enemies to 
get hold of military, eco- 
nomic and security capabil- 
ities by using sophisticated 
equipment supplied by the 
CIA.” 

In an apparent reference 
to the U.S. bombing of 
Tripoli and Benghazi in 
1986, the official was quot- 
ed by the television as say- 
ing: 

“Have you forgotten or 
are you just playing down 
what those who recruited 
you as spies, have done to 
us? They have killed our 


children, tom our bodies 
apart, raided our families as 
they were sleeping late in 
the night." 

Libya says Col. Qadhafi ’s 
15-month-old adopted 
daughter was among those 
killed in the 1986 bombing. 

The six" officers were 
identified as Muftah 
Mohammad Gamum, 
Mustafa Abu AJ Qasim 
Masud. Sad Salih Faraj, 
Khalil Salim Mohammad. 
Ramadan Al- Ihumi 
Mohammad Ali, and 
Mustafa Hubayl Al Fudhil, 
and the civilians as Isad 
Misbah Isad Al Amin and 
Sulayman Ghayt Muftah. 

After seizing power in a 
coup in 1969. Col. Qadhafi 
has maintained control by 
keeping a firm grip on the 
army, intelligence services 
and police, and by playing 
deftly in Libya's system of 
tribal politics. 

President Bill Clinton on 
Thursday extended U.S. 
sanctions on Libya, saying 
the continues to promote 
international terrorism. 

“The crisis between the 
United States and Libya ... 
has not been resolved,” Mr. 
Clinton said in notifying 
congress that he was con- 
tinuing the sanctions first 
imposed . by President 
Ronald Reagan in 1986. 

"The government of 
Libya has continued its 
action and policies in sup- 
port of terrorism, despite 
the calls by the United 
Nations Security Council." 
Mr. Clinton said. 

Unless Mr. Clinton, who 
was vacationing in the vir- 
gin islands, had acted, the 
sanctions — which include 
the freezing of Libyan 
assets in the United States 
— would have expired on 
Jan. 7. 



WEIZMAN IN BOMBAY: Israeli President Ezer Weizman (right) accoinpaniedby ^ b od^gu^d (cen ^ 

meets members of the Jewish community in Bombay on Friday. -S 1 ?, address a eather- 

two-day visit on the final lee of his India tour, specially took time off his schedule to address a gatn 

ing of more than 1,000 Jews living in Bombay (Reuters photo) 


Nurses’ fate would depend on relatives - — Saudi envoy 


Israeli soldier wanted to attack Al Aqsa 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Noam Friedman, the 
Israeli soldier who wounded 
sis Palestinians in an attack on 
a ’rich on market, had initially 
planned to commit a massacre 
outside Jerusalem's Al Aqsa 
mosque, a newspaper reported 
Friday. 

Yediot Aharonot said that 
Friedman. 22. had also consid- 
ered stealing an armoured 
vehicle from his base and 
using it to stage a machine-gun 
attack on Palestinians living in 
a ilUige near Jerusalem. 

Friedman opened fire with 
his M-It» assault rifle on Pales- 
tinians in ;m open-air market in 
the West Bank city of Hebron 
on Wednesday, wounding six 
before he was overpowered by 
other Israeli troops. 

1-ncdni.tn. a resident of the 
Mule Aduniim settlement 


outside Jerusalem, reportedly 
told ’investigators said he had 
“no regrets'* over the shooting 
and admitted he went to 
Hebron "to kill Arabs and tor- 
pedo the peace process." 

He was ordered held for a 
further 10 days on Thursday 
by a court in Petah Tikva, near 
Tel Aviv. 

The court also ordered 
another four days in custody 
for another soldier arrested in 
connection with the attack, 
Yuval Jibri. 2 1 . a member of 
the same unit as Friedman. 

Jibri is accused of having 
advance knowledge of Fried- 
man’s plans and not warning 
his superiors. 

Another soldier from the 
same base who fired into ihe 
air on hearing about the 
Hebron attack has also been 
questioned by military police 


but not detained, Israeli radio 
said- While leaving the court 
Thursday, Friedman shouted 
protests that his judge was a 
woman and that it was a civil- 
ian court, demanding chat he 
be judged by rabbis. 

He formerly attended a reli- 
ious school and was known 
l*T extremist ideas but was not 
a member of any political 
group. He had also undergone 
psychiatric treatment. 

Some 200 rounds of ammu- 
nition were found in the home 
of Friedman, who had served 
for the past seven months in a 
non-combat administrative 
unit. 

In 1984. a clandestine net- 
work of anti-Arab Jewish 
extremists was broken up by 
the Israeli authorites before 
they could carry out a plan to 
bomb the Al Aqsa mosque. 


LONDON (R) — Relatives of an Australian nurse found 
stabbed in Saudi Arabia wall hold the fate of two British col- 
leagues in their hands if they are found guilty of murdering 
her, the Saudi ambassador to Britain said on Thursday. 

Ghazi Algosaibi told Reuters the two nurses accused of 
stabbing 55-year-old Yvonne Gilford would avoid execu- 
tion as long as the dead woman’s relatives did not demand 
retribution. 

"The relatives of a murder victim are the only ones who 
can insist on retribution. If they don’t demand iL the court 
cannot impose the death sentence,” he said. 

Gilford’s brother in Australia initially said he was unlike- 
ly to grant clemency to Deborah Kim Parry, 41 , and Lucille 
McLauchian. 31, if they were found guilty by Saudi courts. 
He has since said he may consider doing so. 

The two nurses were arrested and jailed in the eastern 
Saudi city of Dammam on Dec. 20, nine days after the mur- 
der. 

Sal ah Al Hejaitan, the Saudi legal advisor for the women, 
has said be will make a public appeal to Gilford's family not 
to ask for the death sentence if the two are found guilty. 

Under Saudi Jaw, murderers may face public beheading 
by the sword. The victim's family may ask for a financial 
settlement called “diah” or blood money instead of the 
death penalty or waive compensation entirely. 


Saudi Arabian police said earlier on Thursday both nurses 
had confessed to murdering Gilford and re-enacted the 
crime at the scene at King Fahd military medical complex 
in the eastern Saudi city of Dhahran. 

Dr. Algosaibi. who has attacked British media tor their 
coverage of the case, said the nurses* trial would be fair and 
dismissed suggestions that their confessions were obtained 
under duress. 

“What I want to stress is that the only confession the court 
upholds is a confession that takes place freely in front of the 
court. Our police know this very well and it would be point- 
less to try to extract confessions by pressure.” he said. 

A confession was just one factor the court would consider 
and if it was not supported by the facts of the case, the court 
would ignore it, be said. 

Dr. Algosaibi said a murder trial in Saudi Arabia normal- 
ly went through three stages — a hearing in a high court 
with three judges, a court of appeal with five senior judges, 
and a supreme judicial council with five other senior judges. 

“In our system, the judge considers himself responsible to 
God and he knows he will incur God’s wrath if he con- 
demns a person unless he is convinced beyond any doubt 
that he is guilty. The two women will be given every chance 
to defend themselves," he said. 


Israel linked; 


with U.S. 


missile 

satellite 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
linked up Friday to with the 
U.S. missilewaming satel- 
lite system. 

The link will provide 
Israel with real-time warn- 
ing if a missileis launched 
against it. 

In the 1991 Gulf war, Iraq 
fired 39 Scud missiles ar 
Israel, killing two people 
and injuring hundreds, .and 
causing extensive damage. 

Patriot anti-aircraft mis- 
siles supplied by the United 
States proved ineffective 
against the Soviet-manufac- 
tured Scuds. Israel is now 
developing an anti-missile 
missile, the Arrow, with 
U.S. financial aid. 

The satellite link was 
inaugurated Friday at the 
Tel Aviv military headquar- 
ters. It is operated by the air 
force. 

The data will be sent in 
real time from the: U.S. 
Early Warning Centre in 
Colorado, which will 

receive it froam satellites. 

Since the Gulf war, Iraq 
has been forbidden by. U.N. 
sanctions to ^possess 

ground-to-ground -. ballistic 
. missiles. ■ •• . 

However, Iran, also hos- 
tile to Israel, 'possesses an 
improved/; -Scud ' and is 
reportedly trying to obtain 
the longer-range North 
Korean Nodong-1 missile. 

Syria also has the upgrad- 
ed Scud and Israel says the 
Syrians are capable of man- 
ufacturing chemical and 
biological warheads. 

The U.S. Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency 
told Congress last July that 
Iraq, Syria, Iran, and Libya 
are known to have such 
non-conventional' warheads 
or have been suspected of 
developing them. 


Denktash sees possibility of war 


ANKARA (AFP)— Turk- 
ish-Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash Friday men- 
tioned the possibility of a 
war in Cyprus, saying the 
current tendency in the 
island was toward a con- 
flict, not unification. 

“If an accord is f* <i . i»l- 
ly imposed on Cyprus, 
without sufficient guaran- 
tees, the smallest incident 
between the Turkish- 
Cypriots and the Greek- 
Cypriots may explode the 
whole of Cyprus like a 
volcano,” Mr. Denktash 
said in a radio interview, 
according to the Turkish- 
Cypriot tak news agency. 

“The current tendency 
in Cyprus is toward a war, 
not unification,” Mr. 
Denktash said. 


He also renewed' his call 
for 4he integration ' of the 
self-styled Turirish-Cypri- 
ot state with Turkey in the 
event that the European 
Union opens talks with 
Greek-Cypriots for 
Cyprus' membership to 
the EU. 

In Ankara, Turkish Pres- 
ident Suleyman Demircl 
said that Turkey was 
determined to “continue 
• protecting the rights of the 
Turkish Cypriots arising 
from international agree- 
ment.” 

Tension has once again 
escalated in Cyprus^ in 
recent weeks after Turk- 
ish objections to a 
planned Greek Cypriot 
deal to buy long-range 
ground-to-air missiles 


from Russia. 

“It has been observed, 
that the Greeks have been 
buying offensive 

weapons,” Mr. Demirel 
told a meeting with visit- 
ing Turkish-Cypriot 

prime minister Dervis 
Eroglu. 

“It is self-explanatory 
that Turkey will not allow 
for developments that 
endanger the security of 
itself and the (breakaway) 
Turkish republic of north- 
ern Cyprus,” Mr. Demirel 
said. 

Cyprus bas been divided 
since 1974 when Turkish 
troops occupied the 
island’s northern third fol- 
lowing a right-wing coup 
in Nicosia aimed at unifi- 
cation with Greece. 


Top Turkish officials asked 
to testify in mafia scandal j 


ANKARA l AFP) — The 
Turkish parliament has asked 
top military, security and intel- 
ligence officials to testify in a 
scandal over mafia links with 
the state security apparatus, the 
Anatolia news agency reported 
Friday. 

li said Chief of ihe General 
Staff General Ismail Hakki 
Karadayi as well as the nation- 
al intelligence under-secretary, 
the security director general 
and the gendarmerie comman- 
der were invited to next Thurs- 
day's meeting of a special par- 
liamentary commission set up 
to investigate the scandal. 

The agency did not say why 
these officials, and in particu- 
lar Gen. Karadayi. Turkey's 
top military commander, have 


been asked to give information 
to the commission. 

The scandal broke on Nov. 3 
when wanted mafia boss 
Abdullah Catli. a former ultra- 
nationalist militant who had 
been hunted for 1 8 years, and a 
senior police chief were killed 
when their car crashed in west- 
ern Turkey. Also in the same 
car was Sedat Bucak. a Kur- 
dish parliamentary deputy 
from conservative Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller’s party, 
who was seriously injured 

The incident, which -for the 
first time exposed links among 
police, politicians and organ- 
ised crime, has created uproar 
in Turkey and led to the resig- 
nation of Interior Minister 
Mehmet Agar. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 Hie Adventures of Mick- 
ey and IVnald 

1-L30 Circus 

15:00 Doc. — La France Au\ 
Milk* Villages 

15:30 R-tedesBehes 

1f»:0U Sports — Gillette 

10:30 Chris Cross 

17:00 News Flash 

17:02 Futures 

17:15 Drama — Blue Heelers 

WWW Sene -Jack 

19rfKJ -Le Journal 

19:15 Magarine — Zi\a 

IO-.30 News Headlines 

19i35, Comedy — 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


06 JO -London. (KJl 


Sifwihinp Wilder 

20:00 Maya/meO] 

20:30 Prism 

21: 10 Luis and Clarke 

22:00 News m English 

22:25 Classic men ie — “Pride 
and Prejudice" 

23:15 . Feamrc Film: “Lili” 


PRAYTER TIMES 

.. .. Fair 


bZZMrb 

Church of Ore Annunciation 
Tel. 023541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. S27I26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. K2432X. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675(*J|. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

In Amman Tel. 81 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 32 per cent. 
Aqaba 35 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


06 J2. 

11:40 

1 Sunrisct Duha 

14:26 


16:49. 


18:11 



CHURCHES 

Nt. Man of Nazareth Church 
Swetfirii. Tel. 810740 


WEATHER 

Bulletin sitp/ilied by the Depart- 
ment ttf Meteorology 

It will be partly cloudy with tem- 
peratures above their average. At 
night it will be cold and winds 
southeasterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, it will be hot and winds 
northerly moderate. Seas will be 
calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Mazahrah ...820425 

Dr. Wssam Hzayyin 74S563 

Dn MuntberAlQrami .>779959 
Dt Abdul Hacfi Tayyim „620T 15 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .....623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy ...637660 

Nitfb pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr Ghazi Ta'amoeh .....2500S0 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA; 

Dr. Ziyad Jghaitim .99299 1 

Khaljfeh pharmacy 9S54 ! 7 


Traffic Police ..896390 

Public Security Department 

— .630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints .897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 II 

Telephone Information (direc- 

tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

- 661 101 


Royal Wings <RW> Flights 

20:30 - Aqaba (RW) 


Al-Muasher HosphaL. 667227/9 
The Islamic Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahli, AbdaB 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

— 777101/3 

Al-Ba&fc, J. Ashrafieh 

.775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 


52325a 


Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 


Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ....(09)986732 ■ 
Al Hikam Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 


S 1561 5 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

IRBED: 

Princess 

Basma 

RJ Flight Information OS- 
53 200 

Greek 

Catholic 
i 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

Ibn Al 

Nafees 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya 


Hospital 

12)275555 

Hospital 


Hospital 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:15 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

06: 15 .. Osaka. Bangkok. Dubai 
(add) (RJ) 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:30- Aqaba (add) t.RJ> 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 - -Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 - -Beirut (RJj 

10:30 - Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam ( RJ ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ ) 

17:40 London. Berlin (RJ) 

1935 — Vienna (RJ j 

19:55 Vienna (add} (RJ > 

19:55 Rome (add) (RJ) 

23:50 Larmacla (RJ i 

02:30 leddah (add) tRL 

05:35- Bangkok (RJi 

07:35. ..Osaka, Bagkok. Dubai 
(add) (RJ) 

08:50. Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 
(add) (RJ) 


18:55 Shaim Al Sheikh (RW) 

DEPARTURES 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre —.63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
.661111 


Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khafidi Maternity, J. Amn 
..644281/6 


Hospital 
(03)314111 


Ollier Flights 


1 Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
6 327S5 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunkation 
Tci. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terrasancta Church Tel. 


MinJMtu. temp. 
Amman ....................... 

Aqaba 


Qvil Defence I m mediate Rescue 

630341 


Aklleh Maternity, J. Amn. 

-642441/2 


Jordan Valley 


— 05/19 

M/25 

03/19 

10/24 


Gvfl Defence Emergency -199 
Rescue Police 192, 621I1I. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775I2I 


Jabai Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman —..636140 


Shmdsani 


Highway Police 843402 


Palestine, 

— 607071 

Shmosani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ......845845 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information ’ 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
On other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or (08) 


12:40 —Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 
15:05 Vienna (OS) 


18:15 — Dubai. Damascus (EK> 

21:00 Paris. Damascus f AF) 

22:20 -Lamaca (CY ) 


22:25 -Beirut (ME) 

22:35 .Cairo (MS) 

- 23:40 ...Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 

23:50 London (KJ) 

01:00 -London, Damascus (BA) 
03:45 Rome (AZ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FDghts 
02:05 Salnlnh H3T 

05 d)0. 


06:20 . 


11:00 .. 
11:15. 

Vieniu (add! (RJI 

1IJ0... 


11:50. 


11^0. 

UtfO 

(RJ) 

12:00. 

Paris. Brussels fRJ) 

Amsterdam. New York 

12:00. 
12:15 . 

-Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

12:15. 



20:15. 
20:30 . 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ ) 

21d»„ 


21:30. 

2JdO . 

..j\bu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

00:15 

(RS) 

05-A5.. 

Riyadh. Dhahran (add) 
Marka. Aqaba (RJ) 

Other Fights 

00:15 Damascus. Amsterdam 
'KL) 

03:00 Beirut. Alliens lOA) 

13i30 .Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 
15:50 Vienna 

19:15 - 

— Dubai (EK) 

23:10- 

23*30.. 

— — CairofMS) 


HUAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 am. every 
Monday 

Arr. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO ajn. every 
Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pjn. every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
09:20 Aqaba (RW) 


0{h40 

0M5.-. 


Amsterdam (KL) 

.Rome ( AZ) 


Apple — 

Banana..... 

700/500 

...550550 

Banana (imported).-. 

...-850/S00 

,_„60/40 


...-271W50 

Cauli flower.,,. - 

—130/100 


13090 

Cucumber (small) .... 
Eggplant 

-.-230/160 
„ 150/80 


.850/600 

Grape fruit 

-..150/100 

Lemon ... 

380/250 

Marrow (large) ... 
Marrow (smalii 

7040 

-J3O70 

Onion (green) 

...1«UM60 

Onion <drvi 

.170/100 


Pepper (hot) 

-.280/350 

Pepper (sweet).... „ 

_280050 

Potato 

.260120 

Spinach 

JJQflOO 

String Bean. 

-.380280 


Tomato 170/120 


Home 
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tk entire return 
He also deplored what he 
irmieJ as seiuuis eamoulie 
deicnoraihm in the West 
Bank, and lia/a Strip due to 
t* cmmiuied Israeli Noek- 
tie ill (he occupied teiTHO- 
ne'. 

Dr. Ens.uir’s statements 
JeliuTcd oil his 
Mulf hi Head of the 
fiepurtmein of Suuleiu 
Iffairs at ihe Ministry of 
Hiuher Education Maysoun 
wunh in the opening of a 
ihree-da) international 
>)mp<.siuii] ,m peaceful 
^Msteiuc in ihe Middle 
tw which convened in 
Thursday e\ ening. 

The Jordan New s Aeeiicv, 

^ lrj - Friday quoted (lie 
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®furtance of peaceful eo- 
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Home News 


Jordan Times, Saturday, January 4, 1997 


Princess meets with university representatives 
to discuss challenges, achievements of the QAF 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
princess Basina met with a 
delegation representing the 
University of Oxford 
Brookes in the U.K. and the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) in the 
United States, a Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF) statement said 
Friday. 

The delegation is in Jor- 
dan to take part in a 12-day 
workshop in Amman on 
“Tourism Development of 
Vernacular Architecture of 
South Jordan.” 

During the meeting on 
Thursday. Princess Basina 
reviewed the work of QAF 
in improving the socio-eco- 
nomic status of underprivi- 
leged communities, partic- 
ularly in rural area, the 
statement said. 

Thq Princess said die 
fund’s strategy is to main- 
tain a continuous presence 
in local communities and 
encourage grassroots par- 
ticipation in its projects. 

She said QAF’s pro- 
grammes also involve train- 
ing and skills development 
so that citizens benefiting 
from these exercises will 
become increasingly pro- 
ductive ahd thus contribute 
to the effectiveness of local 
NGOs also involved in 
social development. 

Princess Basma also 
touched on the achieve- 
ments and activities of Jor- 
danian women in diverse 
fields. She cited the work of 
the Jordanian National 



HRH Princess Basma 

Committee for Women, 
currently acting as the for- 
mal reference and policy- 
making body for all 
women ’s-related activities 
in Jordan. 

Princess Basma also 
talked about the Jordanian 
National Forum for Women 
which aims at upgrading 
the status of women and 
promoting their role in all 
walks of life through effec- 
tive participation in the 
decision-making process. 

She said a major chal- 
lenge lies in demonstrating 
that women can contribute 
significantly to the devel- 
opment and progress of the 
country while adhering to 
the values and culture that 
define its citizens. 

Princess Basma pointed 


out thai QAF hosts other 
national committees con- 
cerned with social develop- 
ment such as die National 
Population Committee, 
which conducts studies and 
surveys on demographic 
changes and family plan- 
ning. Earlier in the day, the 
delegation visited Princess 
Basma Community Devel- 
opment Centre in Irbid 
where training programmes 
in sewing, tricot, and home 
gardening for example, 
have thus far benefited 
about 4000 women. Offi- 
cials said the centre ■ has 
supported more than 75 
local voluntary societies in 
establishing kindergartens. 

According to the QAF 
statement, the delegation 
also met with representa- 


tives of the wemen’s com- 
mittee in Irbid Govemorate 
to talk about their role in 
promoting the status of 
women in their communi- 
ties. 

The Tourism Develop- 
ment of the Vernacular 
Architecture of South Jor- 
dan workshop which starts 
in Amman today. It is 
organised by the University 
of Jordan in cooperation 
with the University of 
Oxford -Brookes, MIT, 
Mu’ta University and the 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities. 

More than 65 British and 
American postgraduate stu- 
dents and teachers are tak- 
ing pan in the workshop 
designed to study the archi- 
tectural heritage of the vil- 
lages of Samara, Bathan, 
and Momia in Karak Gov- 
emorate, in addition to the 
old quarter in the city of 
Karak itself. 

The study will tackle var- 
ious topics such as village 
linkage to the surrounding 
towns, architectural vocab- 
ulary and typology, system 
of rural pathways and 
opens spaces, land and zon- 
ing, massing and forms, 
and village settings on the 
naturall and scape. 

The ultimate objective of 
the workshop is to investi- 
gate the possibility of trans- 
forming these villages into 
tourism-attraction sites by 
l inkin g them with main 
touristic sites in the area. 


Foreign transport of A1 Majd remains 
halted despite government assurances 


By Sacha Baggili 

Special to the Jordan Times. 

AMMAN — The cross- 
border distribution of the 
Jordanian AJ Majd newspa- 
per to Syria and Lebanon 
remains at a standstill for a 
si^th consecutive week 
despite insistence by Minis- 
ter of Information Marwan 
Muasher that its chief edi- 
tor and staff have repeated- 
ly been assured that trans- 
portation of the indepen- 
dent weekly through the 
’Ramtha border may be 
resumed. 

Six weeks ago. employers 
transporting a total of 1,500 
copies of the independent 
weekly to Lebanon and 
Syria, a routine operation 
since A1 Majd’s establish- 
ment three years ago. were, 
without explanation, for- 
bidden entry into Syria 
across the Ramtha border 
by Jordanian authorities. 

According to Sahar Abu 
Hijleh, an Al Majd newspa- 
per reporter, in the follow- 
ing four weeks, persistent 
attempts by drivers to trans- 
port copies across the bor- 
der proved unsuccessful. 

In discussions with the 
Jordan Times, Friday; A1 
Majd staff members 
acknowledged that a state- 
ment was made by Dr. 
Muasher ar a press briefing 
last Monday stating that 
circulation of the paper in 
Syria and Lebanon will no 
longer be impeded by Jor- 


danian border authorities, 
however, they asserted that 
they need official confirma- 
tion of the statement before 
they can commence to print 
extra copies. 

“Dr. Muasher ’s word is 
insufficient. We cannot 
afford to print copies for 
Syria and Lebanon only to 
again be refused entry at 
the border. We need an offi- 
cial statement or document 
from the prime minis ter and 
his government to ensure 
entry,” Ms. Abu Hijleh said. 

Dr. Muasher told the Jor- 
dan Times that the situation 
has been investigated and 
that the General Intelli- 
gence Department (GIDj 
claimed that the nature of 
the problem Jay with a par- 
ticular driver employed by 
the newspaper. 

“The Jordanian border 
authorities have no problem 
with the newspaper, it is a 
driver who has been 
refused entry across the 
Ramtha border to Syria,” he 
said. 

“This message was 
relayed to A1 Majd- They 
were told at a press briefing 
last Monday aod the previ- 
ous Monday that no ban has 
been placed on the foreign 
circulation of their paper by 
Jordanian authorities and 
that they are free to resume 
this practice," Dr. Muasher 
affirmed. 

In response, A1 Majd staff 
described this explanation 
as unsatisfactory and fur- 


ther stated that it simply 
compounds fears that a 
repeated attempt to trans- 
port the newspaper to Syria 
and Lebanon will again 
prove futile. 

‘‘How can a problem with 
a driver be [the rationale] 
for the halt in provision of 
the paper in Syria and 
Lebanon for the past six 
weeks, when on one occas- 
sion, for instance. 12 differ- 
ent designated drivers were 
denied entry on the same 
day at the Ramtha border.” 
Ms, Abu Hijleh said. 

Editor-in-Chief Fabd 
Rimawi believes that a 
more detailed explanation 
for the initial problem is 
necessary before his estab- 
lishment can embark on the 
costly process of printing 
mi extra 1 ,500 copies of A1 
Majd in addition to the 
7,000 papers which consti- 
tute its weekly circulation 
in Jordan. 

Dr. Muasher was unable 
to specify the nature of the 
objection that the GID stat- 
ed was held by border 
authorities against an Al 
Majd driver. 

According to newspaper 
staff, letters expressing dis- 
may as to the unavailability 
of Al Majd, have been sent 
by regular subscribers in 
Syria and Lebanon and the 
long delay in ascertaining 
the root of the predicament 
is causing grave financial 
difficulties for the indepen- 
dent weekly's establish- 


ment. 

In addition, according to 
Ms. Abu Hijleh: “we have 
had letters of support from, 
organisations such as the 
Union of Arab Writers and 
the Arab Association of 
Journalists, who are per- 
turbed by the restrictions 
placed on a paper which 
boasts a policy of promot- 
ing solidarity amongst Arab 
nations." 

Despite Dr. Muasher 's 
insistence that Al Majd will 
no longer be denied entry 
across the Ramtha border, 
Mr. Rimawi is perplexed by 
the fact that no official gov- 
ernment reply has been* 
given to members of parlia- 
ment who have spoken on 
behalf of the newspaper nor 
was an official response 
received from Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti to 
a Jordan Press Association 
(JPA) cable sent him on 
December 12 th by JPA Pres- 
ident Seif Sharif. 

“We must wait for official 
confirmation of Dr. Muash-. 
er's press statements from 
those members of partial 
ment supporting our cause, 
or directly from the prime 
minister, before attempting 
to transport copies of our 
paper across the Ramtha 
border again,” Mr. Rimawi 
concluded. 


Minister denounces Israeli 
policy in Aqaba seminar 


kish officials ask« 
in mafia scandal 


AQABA (J.T.) — Minister 
of Higher Education Abdul- 
lah Ensour denounced 
Israeli policy in occupied 
Palestine as destabilising 
the entire region. 


the peace accords are an 
admirable achievement 
whose provisions all parties 
should respecL 
In the case that these pro- 
visions arc not respected. 
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He also deplored what he "> the minister admonished, 
termed as serious economic violence might prevail. 


iiiiuM'iii 
\l IliUi ' 

»<:i sip 

d-.f 

|ur!u .i 
liiiii'i ■■ 
W >ui l- 

Mii-.:-ir* T.i 

u !m 

Hk au> : 

In'.! ;«ii'. . *■- 

\ ■■ 
iii li.ik-:- • 
lUil.M 
Whavi \ 


Oft HI 

R 

Km ■!!!■' 


)ll Hi 



IIU V/ 

\S 

II 

rfoht* 

IV|I \IHIIMM 

-ti i*i 


i.-wi 

Sll l*.lll»-S'* 1 ■’ 

i: f,'li 


.r: .*» 1 
li • . i> 1 ' 

■ 1 


Minri.ii 

Ml. Minim' 

ni r- 1 

r. ,.\'l 

Snml.it 

\ y 


v • >* ' 


nri . U* i 1 
' 1 

v. 

• •’r-- 


? >;■ 


r' i* 1 


a .’iS-i 


B'KJ- 

1 ■ 

•:R» 


.»U- 

i 

% Hi. 


f.‘p. 

i 

f 

hi 

«<* • 

:* -i 


.1 '*• 

i . 

i K 

1 


k 

ib 



i;»» r. 


deterioration in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip due to 
the continued Israeli block- 
ade in the occupied territo- 
ries. 

Dr. Ensour 's statements 
were delivered on his 
behalf by Head of the 
Department of Student 
Affairs at the Ministry of 
Higher Education Maysoun 
Khatib at the opening of a 
three-day international 
symposium on peaceful 
coexistence in the Middle 
East, which convened in 
Aqaba Thursday evening. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, Friday quoted the 
minister as emphasising the 
importance of peaceful co- 
existence in the Middle 
East through the establish- 
ment of a just peace. 

“Peace is not capitulation 
on the part of one side but 
rather is a demonstration of 
tolerance and reconciliation 
as well as an implementa- 
tion of peace accord provi- 
sions,” Dr. Khatib said. 

She also cited the minis- 
ter as saying that Jordan has 
supported the peace process 
from the beginning and that 


Dr. 
that a 


Ensour maintained 


just peace was con- 
ceivable under the Israeli 
Labour government which 
had proved its adherence to 
the peace accords but that 
the Netanyahu government 
has not yet proved to be 
committed to exchanging 
land for peace and continu- 
ally ignores peace accord 
provisions. 

“We had hoped that the 
Middle East would prosper 
through the reception of 
assistance and investments 
from industrialised nations 
but this assistance seems to 
have diminished and 
unemployment raxes among 
the Palestinians are rising/' 
Dr. Khatib read. 

She cited the minister as 
lamenting that poverty is 
rampant in these areas, 
Palestinian homes are being 
demolished and Palestini- 
ans denied permits to con- 
struct homes in the East 
Jerusalem while construc- 
tion of Jewish settlements 
in the territories are on the 
increase despite the world 
community's condemna- 
tion of such. 


Dr. Ensour explicated that 
the Jordan -Israel treaty 

stipulates that Jordan 
receive 50 million cubic 
metres of water from the 
Yannouk River, however 
Israel has not honoured its 
commitments. 

A total of 38 educators 
from Jordan, Palestine, 
Tunisia, Israel and Maurita- 
nia are participating in the 
meeting, organised by the 
International People’s Col- 
lege in Denmark and 
backed by the Danish For- 
eign Ministry. 

According to Dr. Khatib, 
the symposium was 
designed to highlight the 
role of educators in prepar- 
ing their pupils to accept 
and practise peaceful co- 
existence in an atmosphere 
of security, peace and sta- 
bility. 

She said that participants 
will study means of spread- 
ing the philosophy of 
peaceful co-existence 
among students and teach- 
ers and will re-examine 
school curricula in deter- 
mining its suitability for the 
peace era. 

The Danish college has 
held similar meetings in 
Denmark for the past five 
years with countries send- 
ing delegates to attend but 
it is the first time that such 
a meeting has been con- 
vened in Jordan. 
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FILM 


t^‘‘Age of tire Gods” at Goethe-Institut Jabal Amman, at 7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 





Stic art by John Naqashian at the Royal Cultural Centre, until Jan. 9. 

products of the Jordan Design and Trade Centre of NoorAl Hussein Foundation at the 
ipick Hotel. Pena, until Jan. 10. 

ibiticKi of colourful gifts and crafts designed by Andrea Aral la at the Jordan Design 
ITrade Centre of NoorAl Hussein Foundation, Wadi Saqra Street (Tel. 699141/2), until 
[ 10 . . 

forks by several artists entitled “The Artist and the Environment" by several artists at 
t Art Gallery. Jabal Amman, until Dec. 30. 

by Spanish painter Clara Amado at Instihito Cervantes, Jabal Amman until 15 

__ w exhibition by Hind Nasser at the Jordan Aits and Crafts Centre/ Artisana, Jabal 
(El. 647858), until Jan. 10. Also displaying a regular exhibition of airs and crafts 
items. 


M 

n 



by Rula Al Shnqairi at Darat Al Futiun. Jabal Weibdeh, until Jan. 4. Also dis- 
g works by contemporary Arab aritsts. 


ITD registers 
13.6 % increase 
in taxes collected 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In 
1996, . the , Income, Tax 
Department (TIB) regis- 
tered a 13 -jS. per. cent 
increase in tax collec- 
tions from JD 155 million 
in 1995 to a total of JD 
176.3 last year, ITD 
Director General Man- 
sour Haddadin 

announced Frufay. 

He attributed the 
increase to taxpayer 
cooperation stemming 
from a response to 
departmental measures, a 
patriotic sense of national 
belonging and a commit- 
ment to abide by regula- 
tory mechanisms. 

Mr. Haddadin stated 
optimism that taxpayers 
would further cooperate 
during 1997 in declaring 
their Income before the 
end of April which is the 
income tax deadline. 

According to regula- 
tions, taxpayers who fail 
to declare their 1996 
income by April 30 will 
be liable for a fine of up 
to 50 per cent of the total. 

Mr. Haddadin also stat- 
ed that taxpayers can 
benefit from a deduction 
of up to eight per cent if 
they pay their taxes in the 


first three months of 
1997.,. a deduction which 
is t : .considered an , . incen- 
tive in encouraging peo- 
ple to pay their dues to 
the department as soon as 
possible. 

Thanking department 
employees for their tax 
collection efforts, Mr. 
Haddadin affirmed that 
employees undergo con- 
tinuous training, adding 
that the department has 
adopted a policy of 
strengthening ties with 
various trade unions, 
businesses and associa- 
tions to facilitate tax col- 
lecting procedures. 

Mr. Haddadin also 
mentioned an agreement 
concluded last week with 
the United Nations 
Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) which 
pledged $216,000 in' aid 
to the ITD. 

The UNDP grant is slat- 
ed to modernise the 
department’s services, 
upgrade the computer 
system, raise staff effi- 
ciency and provide 
employee training while 
streamlining operations. 


Minister says no change ratified 
yet in electoral system 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In a 
statement published in Al 
Dustour daily Friday, Minis- 
ter of Higher Education 
Abdullah Ensour affirmed 
that the government sup- 
ports the current electoral 
system of one-person, one- 
vote and considers it effec- 
tive unless Parliament 
decides otherwise. 

Referring to last Tuesday’s 
rejection of the 1993 tempo- 
rary elections law by the 
House Legal Committee, Dr. 
Ensour said that the commit- 
tee decision will be referred 
to the House. However, he 
said that it was the House 
prerogative as to whether to 
accept the proposal or reject 
h. 

The committee rejected 
any continuation of the 1993 
law which introduced the 
one-person, one-vote system 
and called for the reinstate- 
ment of the 1989 election 
law 

Under the 1989 electoral 
law, voters could elect a 
number of candidates from a 
list of those running for Par- 


liament in their respective 
constituencies.- 

Should the House reject 
the committee proposal, it 
would reinstate the 1993 
temporary law which would 
later be referred for approval 
to the Senate and tiien to His 
Majesty King Hussein for 
ratification by Royal Decree 
to become a permanent law, 
the minister explained. 

But if the House supports 
the committee decision, the 
proposal would be referred 
to the Senate and in the case 
that differences arise 
between the two, a compro- 
mise agreement might be 
deemed necessary. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
.Karim Kabariti earlier stated 
that the government plans io 
submit a new draft elections 
law to the House and that the 
government is also contact- 
ing various political groups 
and parties, parliamentary 
blocs and trade unions in the 
course of formulating a law 
deemed acceptable to the 
national majority. 


Survivors of road accident 
slated to be discharged today 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Survivors of a 
Thursday road accident in 
the-Rweished area - are-still 
being treated at* King-Hos- 
^ein- Medical 'Gentrej and 
some are expected to be dis^ 
charged today, hospital offi- 
cials stated. 

Eight Lebanese citizens 
were admitted Thursday to 
the hospital following a road 
accident which involved a 
bus and a trailer in the 
desert, according to Hospi- 
tal Director Major General 
Adel Shreideh. 

“Seven of the eight 
injured were listed in fair 
condition, while one woman 
remained in critical condi- 
tion,” Maj. Gen. Shreideh 
said. 

According to one official, 
the accident which occurred 
at 7:00 a.m. in foggy weath- 
er, involved a Lebanese bus 
entering Amman from Iraq 
and a parked trailer. 

He told the Jordan Times, 
Friday, that the trailer was 
pulled over for inspection 
by Badia police and had 
barely parked on the side of 
the road when he was hit 
from behind by the bus. 

“It seems that due to 
weather conditions, the bus 
driver was unable ro see the 
parked trailer and slammed 


into it,” the official said. 

Maj. Gen. Shreideh also 
confirmed that five victims 
of a bus accident in the Arar 
area, which killed 15 peo- 
ple. ^ including 13 Jordani- 
ans; and. injured ..dozens ‘of 
passengers’ last -week were 
still undergoing treatment. • 

“The remaining five are 
still being treated in the hos- 
pital as the nature of then- 
injuries obligates their con- 
tinued treatment," he said. 

Meanwhile, seven people 
were killed on New Years 
Eve in several accidents, 
according to official reports. 

In Irbid, police are investi- 
gating the death of a 21- 
year-old university student, 
who was found strangled in 
his apartment on New Years 
Eve in the Jawharat AI- 
Quds Student Housing 
Complex, official reports 
said. 

Initial police reports had 
said that the youth, identi- 
fied as Vreige Isaac, a stu- 
dent at Yannouk University, 
had committed suicide by 
hanging. 

But sources told the Jor- 
dan Times Friday that evi- 
dence pointed to a possible 
murder. 

Police would not com- 
ment and simply stated that 
they were investigating the 
incident. 

Also on New Years Eve, 


in the Sama Rous an area of 
Irbid, police were investi- 
gating the death of a 17 : 
year-old woman, found in 
water well at her family's 
home. * * 

Official repan&iidentififedi 
the woman as'Rasha Ali. 

Meanwhile- in Madabaj* 
authorities are questioning 
several people in connection 
with a brawl which left one 
person dead and rwo injured 
in Theban area, official* 
reports said. 

Official reports said the- 
brawl. which started 
between six individuals- 
from the same family, was 
fuelled by a heated discus- 
sion between members of 
the family. 

A fight erupted and one 
man, Hussein Saoud. was 
stabbed in the chest and 
taken to Nadim Hospital in 
Irbid but declared dead on 
arrival, reports said. 

Police said they were 
investigating the incident. 

In Amman, on January 
first, four people were killed 
in a road accident on Gar- 
dens Street, when their car 
slipped and struck a light 
pole, official reports said. 

According to officials, the 
driver of the vehicle lost 
control of his vehicle, and it 
slipped and rolled several 
limes being halted by the 
light pole. 


Police still investigating assassination 
attempt; alleged assailant dies of heart 
attack en route to police station 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police 
stated Friday that they 
are still investigating 
the attempted murder or 
Hamzeh Nazzal. a 
prominent business- 
man, in Jabal Hussein 
on Dec, 24. 

Mr. Nazzal, 46, was 
entering his car, parked 
inside a building near 
Sukeinah Circle in 
Jabal Hussein, where 
his office is located, 
when several bullets 
were fired by unidenti- 
fied assailants hittine 
him in the chest ana 
stomach. 

On Friday, police said 
that after questioning 
the victim days after 
being admitted to the 
Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU) at the Islamic 
Hospital in Jabal Hus- 
sein, Mr. Nazzal 
informed authorities 


that he knew his 
assailant. 

Mr. Nazzal, who man- 
aged to crawl out of the 
building, told authori- 
ties that Y.D., his iden- 
tified assailant 

attempted to assassinate 
him for “political and 
financial reasons.” 

Mr. Nazzal reportedly 
told a traffic official, 
who transported him to 
the hospital, that Y.D, 
his sons and members 
of Damascus-based 
Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP), were 
responsible for the 
attempted assassina- 
tion. 

The report, released 
by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Friday 
said that the alleged 
assailant died of a heart 
attack while being 
accompanied by police 
for questioning in 
Zarqa. Forensic exami- 


nation indicated that 
Y.D., died of a heart 
attack, the report said. 

In other develop- 
ments, criminal labora- 
tories linked a 1995 
assassination attempt 
against Mr. Nazzal to 
the one which tran- 
spired last week. 

The bullets also 
apparently matched a 
bullet which killed taxi 
driver Imad Akram 
Theeb in the Khalda 
area of Amman, shortly 
after Mr. Nazal ’s assas- 
sination attempt. 

"Criminal lab results 
indicated that empty 
bullet shells found in 
the three crime scenes 
matched,” the official 
report said. 

The report gave no 
details concerning the 
murder of Mr. Theeb. 

Police said they were 
still investigating the 
incident 
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Zaire demands ‘devastating’ 


counter-offensive against rebels 


KINSHASA (Agencies) — Zaire’s newly formed crisis 
government has told its demoralised and battered army to 
mount a "tota] and devastating" offensive to retake eastern 

border territory from Tutsi rebels. 

A statement issued by Defence Minister General Likulia 
Bolongo Thursday night after meeting army commanders 
said the army would be given the resources to hit back. 

'The minister of national defence has decided to put at the 
disposition of the chief of staff all the strategic and logisti- 
cal means necessary, as quickly as possible. 

“The Zairean counter-offensive must be total and devas- 
tating. sparing no act. Zairean or foreign, working in con- 
cert or intelligence with the enemy." the statement said. 

Gen. Likulia took over as defence minister last week in a 
new government formed to try to stop the break-up of the 
vast central African country. 

But rebels have continued to push back the Zairean army. 

Over Christmas they took the strategic gold mining cen- 
tre of Bunia in the upper Zaire province near the Ugandan 
border, adding to the string of major towns they have seized 
since October in a rout of government forces on a front run- 
ning for over 500 kilometres along Zaire's eastern border. 

Military sources say thaL at a vital moment in the battle 
for Bunia. weapons belonging to the Presidential Guard 
stockpiled in Kinshasa and at President Mobutu Sese 
Seko’s Gbadolite jungle palace, were withheld from troops 
on the from. 

Ethnic Tutsis. whose ancestors settled in Zaire about 200 
years ago. took up arms in October, ostensibly to defend 
their citizenship rights. 

Rebel leaders say their objective is to topple the ailing Mr. 
Mobutu who has held power for 3 1 years. 

The new government has vowed to recover all the territo- 
ry from the rebels and forces from neighbouring states it 
accuses of backing them — Rwanda. Uganda and Burundi. 

But huge obstacles face the army high command. 

In recent weeks loyal troops have been as busy trying to 
control mutinous soldiers roving across the east in a spree 
of looting, as they have been preparing for a counter-attack. 

In some areas, notably to tbe northeast of Kisangani. local 
militias are forming in villages to chase out the soldiers. 

Several hundred soldiers mutinied in the northeastern 
town of Isiro over Christmas, looting local businesses, 
killing a priest and several other people and leaving a trail 
of destruction before reaching Bumba further west.” 

The defence statement said army chief of staff. General 
Mahele Liekjo Bokungo. had been instructed to recondition 
the entire armed forces and rid the army of such criminal 
elements. 

Gendarmes and members of the Civil Guard have been 
ordered to apprehend any soldiers found drunk in public 
places, the statement said. 

Local commentators believe that discipline and motiva- 
tion among the rank and file, who for tong have been 
scarcely paid or trained, remain the key problems facing the 
government if it wants to solve the eastern crisis militarily. 

The engagement of Zaire’s best prepared and equipped 


troops, the elite Presidential Guard, whose main function to 
date has been to protect Mr. Mobutu, may prove vital, they 


say. 


On Saturday, rebels captured the town of Mangbwalu. 40 
kilometres north of Bunia. said Mike Ndoyn, a rebel- 
appointed regional commissioner for Ituru region. Villagers 
from Mangbwalu confirmed it was in rebel hands. 

Included in the taking was the Kilo-Moto Mining 
Concession. 

The concession, which reportedly has reserves of 1Q0 
tons of gold, could be a major source of revenue for the the 
Alliance of Democratic Force for the Liberation of Congo- 
Zaire. 

The concession is run by Kimin, a firm controlled by the 
Belgian-Canadian Mindev Consortium. In August. 1996, 
the Canadian-based Barrick Gold Coip.. acquired permis- 
sion to explore and exploit most of the 83,000 square kilo- 
metres the mining region covers. 

Mr. Ndoyn said foreign mine workers at Mangbwalu had 
fled, and their offices and houses were badly looted. 

"Clearly, a lot of equipment was stolen, but w'e believe the 
processing parts are intact." he said. 

Before the rebels took another mine, at Kamituga. looters 
— probably from the Zairian army — stole gold ingots 
from the company safe and destroyed the equipment need- 
ed for deep mining. London-based newsletter Africa 
Confidential said. 

Rebel leader Laurent Kabila said last week that foreign 
mining companies should resume operations within the 
rebel-held territory soon or risk losing their leases. The 
Kamituga lease belongs to an Anglo-Canadian consortium 
of Cluff Mining and Banro. 

Zaire’s reported gold production in 1995 was 1. 100 kilo- 
grammes — with die total output probably nine times larg- 
er if illegal production were included, Zairian officials say. 

It was not known how many mines are controlled by 
rebels, but the area they've occupied is rich in minerals 
including tin ore. tungsten ore and gold. 

Meanwhile, the rebel forces said they had pushed from 
Bunia 80 kilometres east to Kasenyi and 300 kilometres 
west to Wamba on the road to Kisangani, the major port on 
the Zaire River. 

On Wednesday, the last of Bunia’s residents returned after 
fleeing to the hills when retreating Zairian soldiers looted 
the town and rebels captured it on Dec. 24. 

"The looting lasted three weeks here, so they had time to 
take everyth'ng." said businessman Morgan Morisha. 
"They walked into my house, then stole my cars. It will take 
a long time for people of Bunia to recover." 

Most Bunia residents said they were happy under rebel 
control. They returned for a New Year's party. 

Zaire Red Cross officials reported that 240 Zairian sol- 
diers and two civilians died in the six-hour battle for Bunia. 

They said that among those fighting with the government 
troops were the elite Tatanpa Guards from southern Zaire 
and Angolan mercenaries. But there was no independent 
confirmation. 


Looting and burning mark growing 


Indonesian ethnic clashes — report 


J AKARTA (AFP) — Ethnic 
violence in the Indonesian 
province of West Kaliman- 
tan escalated as thousands 
of tribesmen went on a ram- 
j\:;v. Ii losing and burning 
buildings, a report said 
Friday. 

A mob of some 5.000 peo- 
ple. mostly from the indige- 
nous Du\ak ethnic group, 
late Thursday burned and 
United scores of homes and 
stores belonging to mig- 
rants front Madura, an In- 
donesian island north of 
East Java, the Jakarta Post 
said. 

Some 2.(>SU residents of 
the sub-district of Sunggau 
Ledo. the site of the vio- 
lence lied to Singkawang. 
the district capital, the daily 
said. Another 400 sought 
refuge at a local air force 
base. 

The report said the vio- 
lence was sparked by re- 
ports of the slabbing deaths 
of two Dayak men by a 
Madurese migrant. 

Colonel Adityaw arman of 
the Jakarta military head- 
quarters confirmed the vio- 
lence but said "the situation 
is now under control, every- 
thing is calm again." 

He declined to discuss the 
number of victims, troops 
deployed and refugees, say- 
ing the data was still being 
confirmed. Military and 
police sources on the scene 
refused to comment. 


The Suara Pembaruan 
evening daily said the head 
of the Sambas district that 
covers Sanggau Ledo. has 
called on people in the riot- 
hit area to refrain from leav- 
ing their homes between 
9:30 p.m. and 4:00 a_m. 

“Unless there is a pressing 
reason, people should not 
be. and not gather in groups, 
outside homes, not be on 
the street and cany sharp 
weapons." a circular issued 
by the district head, Tarya 
Aryanro. said, according to 
the daily. 

District legislator H. Zai- 
nal told the Kompas daily 
that 90 houses had been 
burned in Sanggau Ledo 
and scores of houses in 
migration settlements in the 
area had also been looted 
and burned. 

The daily also quoted a 
refugee in Singkawang as 
saying that the attackers, 
many armed with machetes 
and axes, looted private 
possessions, including live- 
stock. before setting "fire to 
the houses. 

A resident source in 
Singkawang, who declined 
to be identified, said reports 
filtering from Sanggau 
Ledo said the town was 
calm Friday but “there are a 
lot of soldiers there.” 

Clashes between the two 
ethnic groups began Sunday, 
and violence Monday left 
five dead and at least nine 


others injured, reports said. 

The official Indonesian 
News Agency lAntara) 
quoted West Kalimantan 
military chief Naniuri 
Anum as saying six people 
suspected of triggering the 
unrest Sunday had 'been 
arrested for questioning. 

Major General Anum said 
the violence had been 
sparked by a dispute during 
a pop music concert in 
Sanggau Ledo Sunday eve- 
ning but said that the two 
people rumored . to have 
died were only injured. 

The dispute was apparent- 
ly over a woman, a Sing- 
kawang source said Thurs- 
day. adding that hostility 
between the indigenous po- 
pulation and migrants ran 
deep. 

The Sanggau Ledo dis- 
trict. with a population of 
some 12.000 people, is 
home to several plantations 
raising rubber, coconut, 
pepper and palm oil. 

Thursday's violence erup- 
ted despite efforts by the 
head of the local military 
district to calm tensions by 
calling a meeting with local 
leaders. 

The Jakarta Post said an 
unspecified number of 
police mobile brigade mem- 
bers and troops had been 
dispatched from the provin- 
cial capital to restore order 
in Sanggau Ledo and its 
surroundings. 


India’s 


still backs 


premier 


NEW DELHI (R) — In- 
dia’s Congress Parry unani- 
mously chose Sitaram Kes- 
ri as its new f parliamentary 
leader Friday and the veter- 
an politician quickly reiter- 
ated support for Prime Mi- 
nister H.D. Deve Gowda’s 


Kashmir bomb blast kills 4 


SRINAGAR. India iAFPj 
— A powerful bomb con- 
cealed in a scooter-taxi ex- 
ploded near Kashmir Chief 
Minister Farooq Abdullah’s 
house Friday, killing four 
people, police ami witness- 
es said. 

Six others were injured in 
the blast on GupKnr Road, 
barely half a kilometre from 
Mr. Abdullah’s heavily- 
guarded residence here. 

' Mr. Abdullah, a pro-India 
Muslim who became the 
chief minister in October, 
was in Jammu. Kashmir 
state's winter capital, offi- 
cials said. 

Kashmir Home Minister 
Ali Mohammad Sagar. who 
also lives nearby and es- 
caped an assassination at- 
tempt on Jan. L was at his 
house but was not injured. 


Mr. Sagar Is also a Muslim 
A police chief said 
bomb, later claimed by 
pro- Pakistan separatist 

group, was hidden in a 


the 

a 


scooter- taxi at a parking 
zone. 

Islamic separatists in 
Kashmir, India's only Mus- 
lim- majority state, have 
continued attacks despite 
the first elected government 
taking office in' the Hima- 
layan state in October fol-. 
lowing seven years of New 
Delhi rule. 

More than 15.000 people 
have died in separatist vio- 
lence since 1989. India 
blames Pakistan for fuelling 
the separatist campaign. Pa- 
kistan denies the charge. 

The bombing came two 
days after Mr. Sagar and 
four other Kashmir minis- 


ters escaped a grenade at- 
tack at a mosque here. Two 
police officers were injured 
in that attack. 

Four shops and a house 
were badly damaged and 
some 10 parked cars and 
scooters were destroyed in 
Friday's massive blast, 
which was heard two kilo- 


metres away. 

The windows of scores of 
nearby houses were blown 


out. 

“It appears the explosives 
were in a three-wheeler." 
said Inspector General of 
Police Gopal Sharma. 

Police said two of the 
dead were brothers who 
were selling vegetables near 
the bomb site. The other 
dead were yet to be identi- 
fied. 


minority government. 

Congress lawmakers 
elected Mr. Kesri to replace 
former Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao as the head 
of tbe parliamentary dele- 
gation. party officials said. 

Mr. Kesri wasted no time 
in seeking to dispel recur- 
rent rumours that a reinvig- 
orated Congress, which 
suffered its worst ever 
defeat in general elections 
last year, would set out to 
challenge Mr. Deve Gow- 
da's United Front minority 
coalition. 

“All this talk about our 
withdrawing support to the 
United Front is wrong. It is 
a ploy to frighten you,” Mr. 
Kesri told a meeting of the 
Congress Parliamentary 
Party (CPP). 

Deve Gow da's centre-left 
minority coalition depends 
on Congress’ support to 
survive a challenge from 
the Hindu nationalist oppo- 
sition in the lower house of 
parliament. 

Mr. Kesri, who became 
Congress Party president in 
September when Mr. Rao 
stepped down under pres- 
sure, beat back a youthful 
challenge for the party's 
parliamentary leadership 
post from former Cabinet 
Minister Rajesh Pilot, who 
had earlier won backing 
from Rao loyalists. 

"The consensus is in fa- 
vour of Sitaram Kesri." 
former Finance Minister 
Manmohan Singh told the 
CPP meeting. 

Mr. Rao. who was prime 
minister from 1991 until last 
May and spearheaded a 
drive to open up India’s eco- 
nomy, quit under pressure as 
CPP leader last month. 

Congress, which has led 
India for all but four years 
since independence in 
1947, suffered its worst 
ever defeat in general elec- 
tions Iasi year. 
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i In 15 seconds you 
will be given a 
* lethal injection .... 



The software package, used by euthanasia patients when self-administering a lethel injection, is shown on the 
Internet page set-up by pro-euthanasia groups on Jan. 3. The group has set up a fighting fund which has already 
had pledges of ‘some thousands’ of dollars which was likely to be used for a national advertising campaign in an 
effort to help sway politicians in favour of the world’s first voluntary euthanasia law (Reuter photo) 

Australia’s euthanasia group launches internet fighting fund 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian 
euthanasia supporters have 
set up a fighting fund on the 
Internet to lobby against 
moves to overturn the 
world’s first assisted suicide 
law. 

Pro-euthanasia campaign- 
er Dr. Philip Nitschke, 
dubbed “Dr. Death” by his 
critics, said Friday that the 
fund had already raised sev- 
eral thousand dollars in 
pledges since it was set up 
on Jan. 1. 

He said the money may be 
used to pay for full-page 
newspaper advertisements 
to help sway Australian 
politicians who will vote oa 
whether to overturn the 
euthanasia law iater this 


year. 

“The sort of things that 
may make a difference are 
letting politicians know 
they are being quite closely 


watched and that this is a 
popular piece of legisla- 
tion." Dr. Nitschke told 
Reuters. 

In September. Dr. Nitsch- 
ke assisted the first Austra- 
lian. cancer patient Bob 
Dent, to use the euthanasia 
law. 

The voluntary euthanasia 
legislation came into effect 
in Australia's Northern 
Territory in July last year, 
but only one person has 
been able to use the law and 
the Australian national par- 
liament has begun moves to 
have it overturned. 

Dr. Nitschke said visitors 
to the deliverance Internet 
site, named after the soft- 
ware package that allows 
patients to self-administer a 
lethal injection via a laptop 
computer, had risen sharply 
in the past month. 

The site includes a lobby- 


ing kit, details of the fight- 
ing fund bank account and a 
euthanasia request form. 
Detailed descriptions of the 
euthanasia computer hard- 
ware and software are inc- 
luded, along with a simulat- 
ed deliverance programme. 

The simulation asks a user 
preparing to end their life to 
respond to a series of ins- 
.tructions. the last of which 
says: “in 15 seconds you 
will be given a lethal injec- 
tion." 

If you then click “yes” on 
the Internet site, the screen 
goes black around an eerily 
small sign saying "exit." 

Cancer patient Bob Dent 
became the first and only 
person to use the pro- 
gramme in September after 
gaining the three doctors’ 
signatures needed under the 
legislation. 

While opinion polls show 


about 75 per cent of Austra- 
lians support voluntary eu- 
thanasia. the Australian par- 
liament’s lower house, the 
House of Representatives, 
voted in December to over- 
turn. the law! The anti-eu- 
thanasia bill will go before 
the upper house, Senate, 
early this year for final 
approval. 

Tbe euthanasia debate 
was renewed jo December 
when terminally ill cancer 
patient Janet Mills made a 
public plea to be allowed to 
become die second person 
to die using the controver- 
sial law. 

Ms. Mills. 52. who has a 
rare skin cancer called my- 
cosis fungoides which caus- 
es the skin to disintegrate, 
has been unable to secure 
the third doctor’s signature 
needed to end her life. 


France: NATO command issue tests U.S. 


PARIS (R) — French De- 
fence Minister Charles Mil- 
Ion said in an interview 
published Friday that Paris 
still wanted the U.S. to ac- 
cept the idea that a Euro- 
pean officer should be head 
of NATO’s Southern Com- 
mand, but was fiexible over 
the timing. 

"This is an essential point 
which has the value of a test 
of the real willingness of the 
Americans to recognise the 
European defence Identity," 
Mr. Millon told the French 
daily La Croix in an inter- 
view published Friday. 

Washington has rejected 
appeals by Paris for a Euro- 


pean to run the Naples- 
based Southern Command, 
headed by an American 
since 1949, as part of NATO 
reforms after the cold war to 
give Europeans a greater 
role in their own defence. 

“While an accord on this 


principle is essential, we are 
flexible 


over how it is put 
into place, because in prac- 
tice it will take time to 
reform the alliance’s struc- 
tures." Mr. Millon said, 
offering no details. 

“I’m sure that an accord 
should be reached,” he 
added. 

France has campaigned 
for months to get the United 


States to give a European 
the Southern Command, 
which controls allied forces 
in the Mediterranean inc- 
luding Bosnia and the 
shores of the Middle East 
and Africa. 

France has said it is not 
demanding European con- 
trol over the U.S. Sixth 
Fleet, based in Naples. The 
dispute has put extra strain 
on ties already frayed by 
rows ranging from leader- 
ship of the U.N. to Zaire. 

Paris has won support 
from Gennany, Italy and 
Spain for its demands. It 
argues that the United States 
already names the supreme 


commander of NATO for- 
ces in Europe and should let 
regional commands come 
under European leadership. 

Mr. Millon, however, did 
not repeat threats he made 
in September to freeze 
France’s reintegration into 
NATO’s military structure, 
which it quit in the 1960s, if 
the United States did not 
agree. 

He said renewal of the 
alliance had to be based "on 
a new Euro-American part- 
nership, which means that 
the European defence iden- 
tity . is recognised. The 
Americans now agree that 
this, move is legitimate.” 


2 Rwandans sentenced to death for genocide 


KIGALI (R) — A court in 
the southeastern Rwandan 
town of Kibungo fouad two 
Rwandan Hutus guilty of 
genocide and crimes against 
humanity Friday and sen- 
tenced them to death, state 
radio and officials said. 

Rwandan Radio said Deo 
Bizimana, a former medical 
assistant, and Egide Gata- 
nazi. a former administrator, 
were given 15 days to ap- 
peal against the death sen- 
tences — the first judg- 
ments to be issued by 'a 
Rwandan court concerning 
ihe 1994- genocide. 

Both men received a four- 
hour trial in Kibungo before 
a tribunal of three judges on 
Dec. 27 and pleaded not 
guilty. They had no defence 
lawyers. 

They were the first sus- 
pects tried under a 1996 
genocide law. Some 90,000 


Rwandan Hutus are 
crammed into jails accused 
of taking part in tbe mass 
slaughter of an estimated 
800,000 minority Tutsis and 
Hutu moderates by Hutu 
troops, militiamen and 
mobs. 

“They have been sentenced 
to death.. .They can appeal 
and they have 15 days to 
appeal." Gerard Gahima, act- 
ing deputy justice minister, 
told Reuters in the capitaL 

Asked whether the two 
men received a fair trial in 
Kibungo without being rep- 
resented by defence law- 
yers. Mr. Gahima said: “Un- 
der our law it is permissible 
for people to be tried with- 
out lawyers..If people think- 
you can sweep the genocide 
of one million people under 
the carpet because there are 
no lawyers, they can think 
again.” 


"These crimes were com- 
mitted in broad daylight. 
Either there were eyewit- 
nesses or there were not. 
There are no complex legal 
issues involved. It is an 
issue of fact.” Mr. Gahima 
added. 

He said more trials were 
scheduled for next week but 
he had no details. Under 
Rwandan law executions 
are to be carried out by fir- 
ing squad. 

Observers in the Kibungo 
Court on Dec. 27 said the 
two defendants were booed 
and prosecutors were 
cheered from the crowded 
public benches. Prosecutors 
passed written notes to the 
judges. 

A Hutu Rwandan refugee 
lobby group, die Rally for 
the Return of Refugees and 
Democracy to Rwanda, has 
dismissed the trials as "a 


mockery of justice" and 
said Hum returnees being 
detained are being falsely 
accused by people who 
wanted their property. 

The U.N. Human Rights 
office in Kigali said 
Thursday more than 2,000 
Rwandan Hutus. part of 
460,000 refugees who re- 
turned home from Tanzania 
last month' have been 
arrested as genocide sus- 
pects. 

‘ An International Tribunal 
on the Rwandan Genocide 
opened its first trials at its 
headquarters in Arusha, 
Tanzania, in 1 996 but it can- 
not impose the death penal- 
ty on those found guilty. ‘ 

The genocide erupted in 
April 1994 and ended three 
months later when Tutsi 
rebels drove the Hummed 
government and its security 
forces into exile in Zaire. 


Cambodian editor shot in suspected ‘ political 9 attack 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
The editor of a Cambodian 
newspaper was shot in the 
stomach and severely beat- 
en by a gang of uniformed 
i. Plants in a politically 
motivated attack here, in- 
dustry sources said Friday. 

Leng Sam Ang, 26. who is 
editor in chief of Kumnit 
Koan Khmer (the Thought 
of Khmer Children), was 
attacked by at least five men 
dressed in military uniform 
late Thursday, his publisher 
Cheng Sokna said. 

He was Friday recovering 
in hospital following the 
attack which took place as 
he left Mr. Cheng Sokna's , 
home after a huge birthday 


party held for Hist Prime 
Minister Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh and attended by 
about 2,000 guests. 

After being beaten uncon- 
scious, Leng Sam Ang was 
pushed through the front 
door of the house where his 
wife was waiting and was 
shot once in the stomach 
with an AK-47 assault rifle. 
Mr. Cheng Sokna said. 

Mr. Cheng Sokna and the 
president of a Cambodian 
Journalists Association both 
said they believed the attack 
was political. Mr. Leng Sam 
Ang’s newspaper supports 
Prince Ranariddh’s royalist 
FUNCINPEC party, 
publisher said. 


“I think this was an attack 
against our newspaper,” Mr. 
Cheng Sokna said. Police 
officials said they have 
begun an investigation. 

Pin Samkohn. - the presi- 
dent of the Khmer Journa- 
lists Association, agreed the 
attack was politically moti- 
vated. adding that the as- 
sailants had apparently 
staked out Mr. Cheng Sok- 
e's home before- the as- 
sault. 

“I think this is politics. 
His paper is close to FUNC- 
INPEC and he always ac- 
cuses (Second Prime Minis- 
ter) Hun Sen and the CPP. I 
frink his Strong stories do 
not agree with some peo- 


ple," Pin SamkhoiL a 
spokesman for Prince Rana- 
riddh Friday reacted strong- 
ly to the shooting and fram- 
ing of the young editor^ay- 
ing it was a political 
“The cabinet of theii&st 
prime minister condemns 
strongly this act of 
and is astonished 
criminal act.” he said^fe 
“Once again FUN^' 
PEC is threatened 
mated by some 
must investigate ^ 
Prince Ranariddh 
concerned with this 
he added. 
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Residents of the northern California town of Guemeville canoe along a street after the flooded Russian River 
turned this downtown street into a waterway on Jan. 2. Flooding continues in much of the Pacific northwest fol- 
lowing heavy winter storms (Reuter photo) 

Ice age warning as weather death toll nears 300 

PARIS (AFP) — Wild win- 1 1 ' 

ter weather continued to 
grip the northern hemi- 
sphere Friday with deaths 
and disruption reported 
from Asia through Europe 
to North America, where a 
U.S. academic warned that 
the continent may be enter- 
ing a new ice age. 

The weather has been • ; ' ' 

responsible for at least 27S 
deaths north of the Equator ' - r • 

since Christmas Eve. but 
the toll rises almost hourly 
as the homeless or elderly 
succumb to the cold. 

Traffic accidents have . ! 

also added to the number of r ' ■ 

dead, and a number of srran- \ 

ded motorists have frozen to . 

death before rescue services * 

could reach them. Jt 

In South Korea, snow 

storms and road accidents 

caused by the icy conditions ^ . Sigfipr : 

left 40 dead and some 500 . ™ 

injured since the New Year. 

Three hill-walkers froze to v 

death .on,. Mount Sorak and V:«3 »j ^ */> .j-... 

nine others are missing in a 4^*; j : . •• ' ? * 

blizzard which swept Kang- : h r^v.; -T - '**1^/ ■ • 

won province. L - > W ’, — --‘J* - , ^ ' ' '■ ^ 

. r A tug boat on the River Elbe makes its wav through Hamburg's frozen-over harbour 

on J an - 2 - About 400 kilometres of the River Elbe was closed from Dresden to 
to the ~ Id 3 Hamburg Thursday. Europe went into the New Year in the grip of a biting cold spell 

r - * ,, that brought heavy snowfalls, which disrupted rail and road traffic and caused many 

rtiSSSfflJSaS flight cancellations (Reuter photo) 

and snow paralysed practi- Many other northern and ers who climbed Washing- Yuba City and Marysville, 

cally all transport in the central Spanish regions ton’s Mount Shasta over the at the confluence of two 

southeastern Rhone Valley, have been blanketed with weekend. rivers 1 60 kilometres north- 
leaving 10,000 people snow, and some 30 villages Forecasters said a new west of San Francisco, 

stranded overnight. have been cut off by heavy storm front should move The chairman of the At- 

With up to 30 trains snowfalls which have also through the region but raospheric Sciences Depart- 

blocked in the region, some snarled traffic outside Mad- would bring dry weather rnent at the University of 

passengers were put up in rid. Heavy rains caused behind it. Relentless rain Missouri said the current 

hotels and makeshift shel- flooding in Andalusia. has created the worst flood- cold snap in the United 

ters, but many spent the A further four frozen bod- ing in 40 years in Reno. States could be the precur- 

night in train carriages ies were found Friday in Nevada. sor to a "little ice age” last- 

blocked by the sub-zero Germany, taking the total to Television networks ing several years, 

temperatures. 39 dead from the glacial showed images of cars bob- North America can expect 

The SNCF rail authority' conditions. At least 1 1 of bing down flooded streets, “a natural cold period for 

said Friday it was hoping to them died in fires linked to mobile homes sliding down the next 20 or so years.” 

restore some train services, problems with heating sys- banks of mud and rescue Ernest Kung said Thursday 

but 10 high-speed TGV terns. operations on everything in a statement, adding that it 

trains remained blocked in On the other side of the from canoe to horseback. was a recurrent phenome- 

Lyon alone, and all main- Atlantic, flash floods and California Governor Pete non. 
line services down the mudslides on North Ameri- Wilson- declared a state of “About every 15 to 25 
Rhone Valley were can- ca’s Western seaboard killed emergency in 25 counties, years, you can recognise a 
celled for the day. at least 14 people and with National Guardsmen change in the patterns of the 

On the roads, conditions forced thousands of people deployed to assist fleeing global circulation of the 

improved slightly after ice to flee their homes from residents and low-risk pris- atmosphere,” he said, 
and snow cut the main A7 central California to Wa- oners drafted in to fill sand- He attributed the current 
north-south motorway shington state. bags. cold snap in the United 

Thursday, blocking 4,000- The storm was deadliest The northern part of the States to unusually warm 

5.000 cars. ” in Washington state, where west coast was hammered surface temperatures in the 

Elsewhere in Europe, a the 12 people were killed over the past week by snow- central Pacific Ocean, 
bus flipped over on a snow- over the past 10 days. storms that shut major roads The warm water creates a 

covered Spanish road kil- One person was con- and stranded people. high pressure area which 

ling four people. The other finned dead in California Falling temperatures melt- forces the jet stream to 

24 'people on foe bus — all and one in Oregon in the ed snow and a series of move around it, to the north, 
believed to be Spaniards — storm that bartered the nor- storms created floodwaters curling around Alaska then 
were injured in the incident thwest with torrential rains that virtually shut down flowing southward below 
overnight near the town of and snow. many cities. Canada and the United 

Soria, 200 kilometres north A search and rescue effort Some 50,000 people were States, bringing Arctic tem- 
of Madrid. was called off for three hik- evacuated late Thursday in peramres with it. 


A tug boat on the River Elbe makes its way through Hamburg's frozen-over harbour 
on Jan. 2. About 400 kilometres of the River Elbe was dosed from Dresden to 
Hamburg Thursday. Europe went into the New Year in the grip of a biting cold spell 
that brought heavy snowfalls, which disrupted rail and road traffic and caused many 
flight cancellations (Reuter photo) 


Many other northern and 
central Spanish regions 
have been blanketed with 
snow, and some 30 villages 
have been cut off by heavy 
snowfalls which have also 
snarled traffic outside Mad- 
rid. Heavy rains caused 
flooding in Andalusia. 

A further four frozen bod- 
ies were found Friday in 
Germany, taking the total to 
39 dead from the glacial 
conditions. At least 11 of 
them died in fires linked to 
problems with heating sys- 
tems. 

On the other side of the 
Atlantic, flash floods and 
mudslides on North Ameri- 
ca’s Western seaboard killed 
at least 14 people and 
forced thousands of people 
to flee their homes from 
central California to Wa- 
shington state. 

The storm was deadliest 
in Washington state, where 
the 12 people were killed 
over the past 10 days. 

One person was con- 
firmed dead in California 
and one in Oregon in the 
storm that bartered the nor- 
thwest with torrential rains 
and snow. 

A search and rescue effort 
was called off for three hik- 


ers who climbed Washing- 
ton’s Mount Shasta over the 
weekend. 

Forecasters said a new 
storm front should move 
through the region but 
would bring dry weather 
behind it. Relentless rain 
has created the worst flood- 
ing in 40 years in Reno. 
Nevada. 

Television networks 
showed images of cars bob- 
bing down flooded streets, 
mobile homes sliding down 
banks of mud and rescue 
operations on everything 
from canoe to horseback. 

California Governor Pete 
Wilson- declared a state of 
emergency in 25 counties, 
with National Guardsmen 
deployed to assist fleeing 
residents and low-risk pris- 
oners drafted in to fill sand- 
bags. 

The northern part of foe 
west coast was hammered 
over the past week by snow- 
storms that shut major roads 
and stranded people. 

Falling temperatures melt- 
ed snow and a series of 
storms created floodwaters 
that virtually shut down 
many cities. 

Some 50,000 people were 
evacuated late Thursday in 


Yuba City and Marysville, 
at the confluence of two 
rivers J 60 kilometres north- 
west of San Francisco. 

The chairman of the At- 
mospheric Sciences Depart- 
ment at the University of 
Missouri said the current 
cold snap in the United 
States could be the precur- 
sor to a "little ice age” last- 
ing several years. 

North America can expect 
“a natural cold period for 
the next 20 or so years.” 
Ernest Kung said Thursday 
in a statement, adding that it 
was a recurrent phenome- 
non. 

“About every 15 to 25 
years, you can recognise a 
change in the patterns of the 
global circulation of the 
atmosphere,” he said. 

He attributed the current 
cold snap in the United 
States to unusually warm 
surface temperatures in the 
centra] Pacific Ocean. 

The warm water creates a 
high pressure area which 
forces the jet stream to 
move around it, to the north, 
curling around Alaska then 
flowing southward below 
Canada and the United 
States, bringing Arctic tem- 
peratures with it. 


New U.N. chief Annan touts staff cuts and money 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Beginning work as the new 
U.N. secretary-general, Ko- 
fi Annan promised to 
streamline foe bureaucracy 
of a world body in debt 
because the United States 
has refused to pay its bills. 

The 5 S- year-old Ghana- 
ian. a U.N. career official, 
began his first full day in 
office Thursday, succeeding 
'Boutros Ghali of Egypt, 
who.se bid for a second five- 
year term was blocked by 
Washington in a bitter cam- 
paign for allegedly not insti- 
tuting enough U.N. reforms. 

“The member stares have 
made it clear that they want 
changes and they have gi- 
ven us unanimous support,” 
Mr. Annan said. 

“And 1 think together we 
can achieve a lot. bring 


about the reforms that are 
necessary, encourage foe 
member states to work to- 
gether. to honour their com- 
mitment to the organisation 
and together make the chan- 
ges that are required if we 
are to make foe United Na- 
tions as relevant as it ought 
to be as we move into the 
21st century," he added. 

His spokesman. Fred Eck- 
hard, said Mr. Annan inten- 
ded to press member states 
immediately on setting pri- 
orities. 

“His first job is nailing 
down governments on some 
essential agreement on what 
the work of this organisa- 
tion is to be. This means es- 
tablishing priorities and 
then rearranging the ad- 
ministration to do that job 
and adjusting the finances." 


“Administrative processes 
must be streamlined for 
more efficiency and effec- 
tiveness,’* Mr. Eckhard said. 
“It is time now to make a 
decision and he would like 
that decision to be made in 
foe early days of his admin- 
istration.” 

Mr. Annan in December 
had asked for foe resigna- 
tions of 23 undersecretaries- 
generaJ and assistant secre- 
taries-general. which Mr. 
Eckhard said he had now 
received. Some, however, 
are expected to be reap- 
pointed. 

He also appointed a "pro- 
visional” staff for his execu- 
tive office led by Iqbal Riza 
of Pakistan, a former offi- 
cial in foe peacekeeping de- 
partment Mr. Annan had led 
for foe past three years. 


Greeted by an honour 
guard of U.N. police and 
cheering staff members, Mr. 
Annan later Thursday kept 
with foe tradition of his pre- 
decessors and visited the 
U.N. meditation room. His 
wife Nane, a Swedish artist 
and lawyer, accompanied 
him to foe entrance of the 
room but did not go inside. 

“This is my first day. 1 l is 
like the first day in school. 
Everyone expects a lot from 
you and you get imo it with 
considerable trepidation." 
Mr. Annan said. 

U.N. officials said he had 
spoken to President Bill 
Clinton shortly after being 
sworn in by the U.N. 
General Assembly on Dec. 
17 and was invited to come 
to Washington as soon as a 
date could be anranged. 


Yugoslav official: Opposition 
won nine Belgrade districts 


VIENNA, Austria (Agencies) — Yugoslavia’s foreign min- 
ister conceded Friday that opponents of Slobodan 
Milosevic had won a majority of Belgrade’s municipal dis- 
tricts. but that did not necessarily translate into control of 
the capital. 

Opponents of Mr. Milosevic said the move was insuffi- 
cient, and that their prorests would continue until he recog- 
nised their win in.the main city council as well. 

Milan Milurinovic, a close associate of the Serbian presi- 
dent, said in a letter to Danish Foreign Minister Niels 
Petersen that the opposition coalition Zajedno, or Together, 
had won nine of 16 Belgrade district councils. 

Mr. Petersen is foe chairman of the trans- Arlanlic 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
which sent a delegation to Belgrade to study the contested 
elections on Dec. 21. 

The delegation, led by former Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez, also concluded that the opposition had 
won nine of 16 Belgrade districts, as well as 13 disputed 
cities. 

The opposition claims Mr. Milosevic stole their election 
victories; and have staged protests almost daily since the 
Nov. 17 vote was overturned. The protests have marked the 
toughest challenge to the authoritarian Serb leader since he 
took power almost 10 years ago. 

In Belgrade, voters in each of the 16 districts choose rep- 
resentatives to a district council and to the main Belgrade 
council. Those representatives are elected separately, so 
even if the opposition won on the district level, it might not 
translate into control of foe city council. 

Because of a series of election reruns ordered by courts 
loyal to Mr. Milosevic, it was never clear how many dis- 
tricts Mr. Milosevic’s Socialists said it had won. 

But in the letter, a copy of which was obtained by the 
Associated Press, Mr. Milutinovic said: “The coalition 
‘Zajedno’ won the majority in nine municipalities in 
Belgrade.” 

He did not elaborate or say anything about the elections 
to the main Belgrade Council. 

In Belgrade, opposition leader Zoran Djindjic said that 
Mr. Milutinovic “obviously rejected the OSCE report." 

"Now. the question is what will member countries do 
about it As far as we are concerned, we will continue our 
protests until the unconditional recognition of the Nov. 17 
results." 

Miroljub Labus. vice president of Mr. Djindjic ’s 
Democratic Party, said the letter indicated that Mr. 
MiKuinovic did not recognise opposition victories in 
Belgrade or six other towns. Mr. Milutinovic said Mr. 
Milosevic's Socialists and their allies won those towns. 

Mr. Milosevic was assailed Friday by a fresh attack from 
erstwhile allies over the annulled election results, but his 
beleaguered regime gave no sign of caving in to huge oppo- 
sition street protests. 

The Serbian Writers Union accused Mr. Milosevic of 
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bringing the country to the verge of civil war over his gov- 
ernment's refusal to accept opposition victories in foe Nov. 
17 local elections. 

An Association of Teachers. Lawyers and Doctors mean- 
while also issued a strongly worded statement denouncing 
foe “arrogant and autistic government" in Belgrade. 

Their statements added 'to foe growing pressure on Mr. 
Milosevic a day after the Serbian Orthodox Church also 
lent its support to the opposition. 

Bur. bolstered by the support of the army, police and state 
media, the regime appeared no closer to backing down in 
the face of criticism at home and abroad. 

“By senseless vote stealing, your party has dealt a blow to 
the state, foe constitution and foe law, and by your incom- 
prehensible decisions you have led Serbia to the verge of 
civil war,” the writers ’ association said in an open letter to 
Mr. Milosevic. 

It also accused him of provoking the clashes in Belgrade 
between rival pro- and anti-government protestors on Dec. 
24, which left one person dead and 100 injured. 

The group of “professional walkers" — hundreds of pro- 
fessionals such as teachers, doctors, lecturers, writers, 
lawyers and judges and intellectuals who have been taking 
part in the marches — was even more scathing. 

“We want todive in peace and freedom in a parliamentary 
and demoefatic state ... not in chaos, in a primitive, totali- 
tarian, dictatorial regime," its statement read- 

One of the signatories, an historian Irina Subotic. said 
they reflected carefully on their position before coming out 
in support of the opposition, as they had in many cases sup- 
ported Mr. Milosevic when he rose to power. 

The Serbian Writers' Union was aiso a former Milosevic 
supporter, while the Serbian Orthodox Church, another 
erstwhile ally, Thursday joined in foe criticism too. 

“Force has been used by the regime with the intention of 
stifling the freely expressed will of foe people,” it said. 
“The blood of the innocent has been shed." 

French Foreign Minister Herve De Charette stressed 
Friday that the crisis in Belgrade would only be resolved by 
the recognition of opposition victories in municipal ballots. 

He said President Milosevic had to implement the recom- 
mendations, of a report compiled by Mr. Gonzalez for foe 
OSCE. 

“It was at the request of the Serbian authorities them- 
selves that foe OSCE appointed Felipe Gonzalez on a fact- 
finding mission on the results of municipal elections." he 
said. 

“The crisis was sparked by Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic's questioning of these results.” he said, cited by 
government spokesman Alain Lamassoure. 

“For the French government, as for its European partners, 
foe oniy way out of foe crisis is for foe public authorities to 
accept this election result, as validated by the Organisation 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe.” Mr. De Charette 
said. 
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ried out by pro-Rabbani 
groups, came shortly after 
the key western Afghan city 
of Herat fell to foe Taleban. 

The Rabbani regime had 
said Pakistan’s alleged mili- 
tary backing led to the Tale- 
ban victory, a charge denied 
by Islamabad. 

Meanwhile, the Afghan 
capital was again attacked 
by opposition jets Wednes- 
day, with Taleban gunners 
sending a heavy barrage of 
anti-aircraft fire lighting up 
the night sky. 

The target of the New 
Years’ Day attack, which 
took place just after 8:00 
p.m. local time (1530 
GMT), was most likely Ka- 
bul. Airport, and two loud" 
bangs were believed to have 
come from that area, wit- 
nesses said. 

Within seconds of foe jet 
being heard high in the 
night sky. gunners doited 
around the city centre sent a 
hail of tracer bullets, canon 
shells and flares which illu- 
minated foe clear night sky. 

However, how many 
bombs were dropped and on 
what location — if any at ail 
— could not be immediate- 


ly confirmed. The ferocity 
of the ground fire made it 
almost impossible to distin- 
guish what booms were 
incoming bombs or outgo- 
ing fire from the city streets. 

The recent spate of jet 
attacks, most likely by 
forces of northern warlord 
Genera] Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum — a key figure in the 
anti-Taleban alliance — are 
becoming an almost daily 
fixture for foe capital. 

Air raids on the belea- 
guered capital have intensi- 
fied in recent days, seem- 
ingly an angry response to 
Taleban gains north of Ka- 
bul made last week. 

Taleban military' sources 
told APT Wednesday that 
their forces had made some 
further advances imo villages 
south of the key Bag ram Air 
Base — controlled by forces 
hostile to the Taleban — bur 
this could not be indepen- 
dently confirmed. 

The base is not believed to 
be in current use to launch 
bombing raids, but its cap- 
ture by the Islamic militia 
would be a major strategic 
blow to forces opposed to 
foe Taleban. 


Singapore premier savours 
victory after vote landslide 


SINGAPORE (R) — Sin- 
gapore Prime Minister Goh 
Chok Tong savoured victo- 
ry Friday after his party’s 
best generai election result 
for 16 years. 

Mr. Goh, whose People's 
Action Party (PAP) won 65 
per cent of the vote and all 
but two seats, had staked his 
prestige on keeping the op- 
position presence in parlia- 
ment to a minimum. 

“This is a watershed elec- 
tion,” Mr. Goh told a news 
conference, adding voters 
had “rejected Western-style 
liberal democracy and free- 
doms, putting individual 
rights over that of society” 
which he said had been 
“promoted by the Western 
media.” 

Under the heading “A 
handsome win for Mr. 
Goh.” foe pro-government 
Business Times said in its 
editorial that Mr. Goh’s vic- 
tory was as good as could 
have been expected. 


“More than anyone else, 
he w the newspaper 

said. 

■“This is a magnificent tri- 
umph for Goh,” agreed Na- 
rayan Ganesan, senior lec- 
turer in South East Asian 
affairs at the National Uni- 
versity of Singapore. “As 
leader of the team, Mr. Goh 
can claim the prize for win- 
ning — unquestioned au- 
thority." 

The PAP won foe election 
before a single vote was cast 
when opposition parties de- 
cided to contest only 36 seats 
in the 83-meraber parliament 
The opposition hoped con- 
centrating on few seats would 
give them 3 better chance of 
winning representation. They 
held four seats in the previ- 
ous assembly. 

But Mr. Goh said at foe 
start of the nine-day elec- 
tion campaign he did not 
want any opposition mem- 
bers in parliament disrupt- 
ing the progress of a coun- 


try his party' has helped 
make rich through paternal- 
istic pro-business policies. 

Mr. Goh thwarted opposi- 
tion attempts to focus minds 
on rising living costs and 
demands for curbs on the 
PAP’s dominance. The par- 
ty has ruled Singapore since 
it became self-governina in 
1959. 

Political analysts had sug- 
gested Mr. Goh’s authority 
might be damaged if foe 
poll showed -an erosion of 
support for foe PAP. 

The ruling party's share of 
foe vote fell steadily from a 
high of 77.7 per cent in 
19S0 to a low of 61 per cent 
in 1991 just after Mr. Goh 
took over foe premiership 
from Lee Kuan Yew. 

The PAP used every tactic 
at its disposal ro win votes, 
from a barrage of personal 
attacks on opposition lead- 
ers to promises of extra 
money for wards with gov- 
ernment supporters. 
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Seeds of conflict 

•JUST AS Baruch Goldstein, who massacred 
Palestinian worshippers at the Al Ibrahimi 
Mosque three years ago. was not acting out of a 
vacuum so was Naom Friedman who shot at 
random on Palestinians in Hebron two days ago 
with the intent to kill. The latest attack on 
Palestinian civilians in Hebron suggests that 
the much-touted Israeli security issue needs to 
be seen in a more appropriate perspective. The 
latest attempt to kill scores of Palestinians near- 
ly succeeded and may be repeated again and 
again hv Jewish extremists who are determined 
to prevent any solution to the whole conflict. 

Israel has put off the redeployment of its army 
in Hebron ostensibly out of concern for the safe- 
ty of some 420 Jewish settlers who planted 
themselves in the middle of 150,000 
Palestinians. It would seem more correct to sug- 
gest that the unarmed majority needs protec- 
tion from the fully armed minority rather than 
the other way round. The fanatical shootings by 
Goldstein and Friedman, therefore, suggest that 
it is the Arab side which needs to arm itself 
against real threats from over-zealous settlers. 

The Jewish community which populated part 
of Hebron did so after the 1967 Arab- Israeli war 
in open defiance of all international consensus 
against settlement in the occupied territories. 
What complicates the matter is the fact that so 
far the Jewish settlers in Hebron are afforded 
full protection by the Israeli army while the 
Palestinians are left with minimum security as 
Israel insists that Palestinian police be allowed 
to carry only small arms. 

Many sensible Israelis, including some in the 
security establishment, have been calling for the 
evacuation of the Hebron settlers. As long as 
they stay in the city, fully armed with machine- 
guns, they will not lack providing more 
Goldsteins and Friedmans. Surely arrange- 
ments for Jewish worshippers at Al Ibrahimi 
Mosque can be worked out and security for 
them can be provided by Palestinian police. The 
Hebron settlers are only an example of the com- 
plexity of the issue of Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank. The present Israeli government 
seems to have failed to come to the conclusion 
that previous Israeli leaders, notably Yitzhak 
Rabin, have come to: that a solution short of a 
Palestinian state with total sovereignty' over the 
West Rank and East Jerusalem will not 
endure, and that as long as Jews live on Arab 
lands conflict will linger and innocent blood be 
shed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE CRIME committed Wednesday in Hebron 
reminded the world of the massacre committedat the 
Hebron mosque by another extremist Jew. resulting in 
the death of scores of worshippers, said Al Ra*i Arabic 
daily in an editorial. The new crime reaffirms the 
eMicillist Jews' determination to sabotage any peace 
agreement with the Arabs and the redeployment of 
Israeli forces in the Hebron region in particular, said the 
daily. The attack coincided with intensive, last minute 
cl funs to formulate an agreement on Hebron and at a 
lime when the U.S. envoy Dennis Ross was involved in 
pulling the finishing touches to a new Palestinian- 
kraeli accord that could pave the ground for the fol- 
lowing talks on a final settlement, according to the 
daily. The attack on the Arab residents of Hebron, con- 
tinued the paper, serves as a clear message to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu that the Arabs, as 
well as the Israelis, require security and that only a just 
and comprehensive peace can guarantee such security 
for both sides. The crime in Hebron, stressed the paper, 
oughl lo serve as a reminder to the U.S. and other con- 
cerned parties to intensify their efforts to bring about a 
lasting and just settlement that would guarantee the 
peace an J .security in this turbulent region. 

A WRITER for Al Dustour commented on the diplo- 
matic crisis that emerged between Iran and Syria fol- 
lowing the latter's signing of a declaration along with 
the Gulf states and Egypt's levelling open criticism of 
Tehran for its continued occupation of the Arab Gulf 
islands that belong to the United Arab Emirates < UAEl. 
Perhaps the Iranian-Syrian crisis and the attacks in the 
lehran press against Damascus were motivated by 
Syria's joining the chorus of the Gulf states who 
demand that Tehran return the islands to Arab sover- 
eignty. but. according to Saleh Qallab. the two sides 
have more bones of contention and other differences, 
mainly the recent Turkisli-Iranian rapprochement and 
trade and other deals between Tehran and Ankara, 
■riven that Damascus is opposed to Turkey's policies 
regarding the military cooperation with Israel and the 
river water distribution. Tehran and Syria also do not 
see to eve with regard to Syria's involvement in the 
ncaee process and the role of the Hi /boll ah resistance 
aniup in southern Lebanon and also over Syria's pay- 
ment of its debts to Iran which amount to $5 billion, the 
writer said. He said it will be interesting to watch these 
development*, especially as Tehran and Damascus have 
had a very long honeymoon of close lies since the suc- 
cess of the Iranian Islamic resolution in 1979. 


Netanyahu’s policies only 
strengthening extremist camps 


WEDNESDAY'S ATTACK on Palestinian civilians by an 
Israeli soldier clearly demonstrated the difficulties facing 
all of us in trying to bring about Arab-Israeli coexistence. 
Every bullet fired from either side at the other is another 
hurdie in the realisation of our hopes to see stability and 
security in the region after decades of conflict. 

But the clearest message that Wednesday's violence sent 
everybody is that immense danger faces all of us if no 
agreement is concluded between Israel and the 
Palestinians over Hebron and other related issues and there 
is no moving on to the final status negotiations. 

Extremists from both sides are bent upon wrecking the 
achievements of the peace process and we have to take 
that into consideration every step of the way. 

But there is indeed a marked difference between 
Palestinian and Israeli actions. We do not condone the kind 
of Hamas and Islamic jihad suicide attacks targeting 
Israeli civilians, but we cannot but observe that the 
Palestinians are fighting to throw out the Israeli occupiers 
from Palestinian land. 

On the other hand, there cannot be any justification for 
Israelis attacking Palestinians. For one thing, the Israelis 
have no right to be in Palestinian lands in the first place, 
and the Israeli use of violence against Palestinians is noth- 
ing but sheer oppression and reflects arrogance stemming 
from military power. 

The responsibility of Wednesday's violence and any fur- 
ther attacks, from either side, lies squarely with the gov- 
ernment of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu, 
whose hardline positions and statements are fortifying 
extremists. 

Netanyahu's message to his people that an Israeli rede- 


ployment in Hebron does not mean Israel leaving the West 
Batik town and that there is no question whatsoever of the 
Jewish state ever leaving the Palestinian territories works 
both ways. On the one hand, it might be a carefully 
phrased political message to assure some Israelis. But as 
we saw Wednesday, it has done more to strengthen extrem- 
ist approaches among some Israelis. 

“By doing away with the political 
shackles that are holding him 
down in parliament and picking up 
a new thread with Labour \ 
Netanyahu would only be serving 
the future interests of his country 
and people since it is abundantly 
clear that his policies so. far have 
given neither peace nor stability to 
the state of Israel” 


For us in Jordan, the happenings in the Palestinian terri- 
tories and the snags in the Israel i-PaJestinian negotiations 
mean only one thing: What we have been working for over 
the years is being demolished day by day and the goal of 
comprehensive Arab-Israeli peace is getting farther by the 
hour. 

We in Jordan were the first to argue for time to be given 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Settlements are in the way of 
peace and stability in the region 


REVIEWED BY 

ELIA NASRALLAH 

THE LOCAL dailies in 
the past week covered 
issues ranging from the 
latest attack on the 
Palestinians in Hebron 
and the situation in the 
Palestinian lands in light 
of Israel's procrastina- 
tion in implementing the 
Oslo accords to domes- 
tic matters and pan- 
Arab affairs. 

The attack on 
Palestinians in Hebron 
on the first day of 1997 
offers an indication that 
there can be no peaceful 
coexistence between the 
Jewish settlers and the 
Palestinians. said 

Rashid Hassan, a writer 
for Al Aswaq daily. 

As long as the settlers 
continue to insist on 
their presence amidst 
the Palestinian popula- 
tion and as long as they 
carry amis and are ready 
to attack the Arab popu- 
lation there can never be 
any peace or stability in 
the region, he said. 

The writer said that the 
latest Israeli crime in 
Hebron places the nego- 
tiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians to 
the test and sounds the 
alarm about future 
developments and mas- 
sacres should the settlers 
be allowed to stay in the 
heart of the Arab city. 

The present Israeli 
government is the worst 
that ever existed in 
Israel since rhe creation 
of the Jewish state 
because it is one that 
backs terrorism and 
encourages the Jewish 
settlers ~ to commit 
crimes against the 
Palestinians. charged 
Mahmoud RimawO a 
writer for Al Ra'i daily. 

The writer said that by 
pretending to be negoti- 
ating with the 
Palestinians and delay- 
ing the implementation 
or the Oslo accords, the 
Israeli government is 
giving the settlers and 
its troops the green light 
to commit atrocities and 
seize more Arab territo- 
ry for building settle- 
ments. 

Prime Minister 

Netanyahu is not only 
condoning the acts of 
the settlers but also 
encouraging aggression 
and protecting the mur- 
derers. he sai3. 

Israel and its allies are 
trying to mislead the 
world by appearing to 
be condemning the 
attack on the 


Palestinians in Hebron 
but both Israel and these 
allies have failed to con- 
demn the settlement 
programme which is the 
cause of all evils, said 
the writer who stressed 
that only by the removal 
of the settlements can 
peace be guaranteed. 

Taher Adwan. a writer 
for Al Dustour. echoed 
the call for an immedi- 
ate removal of the 
Jewish settlement in 
Hebron, stressing that it 
is the cause of al! crimes 
and the main stumbling 
block in the path of a 
lasting peace. 

The" writer said that 
when Goldstein killed 
the worshippers in the 
Hebron mosque, the 
Israeli government gave 
the murderer's group 
Gush Amonim a reward 
by allowing them to 
pray in the Ibrahimi 
Mosque and preventing 
the Muslims from doing 
so. recalled the writer. 

He said the Israeli 
government is expected 
to reward the extremists 
now. . following 
Wednesday's attack on 
the Palestinian civilians, 
by enlarging the Jewish 
settlement inside the 
Arab city. 

A writer for AJ Ra'i 
described the presence 
of Jewish settlers inside 
the Arab city of Hebron 
as a time bomb that 
could explode any 
minute, stressing that 
the crime committed in 
Hebron two days ago 
would not be the last as 
long as the armed set- 
tlers continue to live in 
the Arab city. 

Ahmad Misleh said 
that the criminal who 
was encouraged by his 
government " and the 
Israeli forces to commit 
his crime would most 
probably be emulated by 
another settler and 
another criminal in the 
days ahead. 

The writer said that as 
long as the present 
Israeli government fol- 
lows its" present aggres- 
sive policies and as long 
as it continues to 
encourage the settlers to 
kill Arafrs and seize their 
lands, the chances of 
coexistence and peace 
remain dim. He added 
that occupation must be 
terminated once and for 
all so that peace can be 
reestablished. 

Calling on the govern- 
ment to prevent the 
organisation of an 
Israeli industrial exhibi- 
tion in Jordan, a writer 


for Al Dustour said that 
by so doing Jordan will 
be paying rhe Israelis 
w ith their own coin. 

Taher Adwan said that 
the Israeli government is 
obstructing trade 

between Jordan and the 
Palestinian lands, and 
even between Israel and 
Jordan.' and continues to 
exercise repression on 
the Arab people. 

The writer said that the 
government is not hav- 
ing a neutral stand as it 
gives attention and a 
warm welcome to Israeli 
journalists while know- 
ing that Israel mistreats 
Jordanian journalists 
and gives them no. facil- 
ities for their work. 

The writer said that the 
Ministry of Information, 
which gives all kinds of 
facilities to the Israelis, 
has failed to demand 
that Israel treat 
Jordanian on equal foot- 
ing. 

The government, he 
said, should take mea- 
sures that would deter 
any person in Jordan 
from organising func- 
tions that reflecfnormal- 
isation of relations and 
so it will be following 
the example of the 
Israeli government itself 
in this matter. 

A writer for Al Ra'i 
criticised the Ministry of 
Education for extending 
leave without pay. 
which ends in August of 
this year, taken by its 
teachers at a time when 
. the ministry's schools 
lack sufficient cadres. 

It is a well-known fact 
that ministry schools in 
towns and rural regions 
still lack sufficient men 
and women teachers, 
but. regrettably, the min- 
istry is doing nothing to 
fill the gap and meet the 
shortage. 

He said the ministry 
ought to call the teach- 
ers on leave back to 
work and meet the 
shortage. Since there is a 
lack of teachers around 
the country, the Ministry 
of Education should 
mobilise all its potential 
to deal with the situation 
and help the so-called 
less developed areas and 
less fortunate schools 
receive treatment equal 
with that of schools in 
main towns. 

Fahed Fanek. a writer 
for Al Ra’i. discussed 
Saudi Arabian- 

American relations in 
the wake of last June 
explosion that killed 19 
American troops. 

He said now that Saudi 


Arabia has declared that 
Iran is responsible for 
the attack, because the 
accused admitted to 
have received training 
and weapons in Iran, the 
U.S. is refraining from 
doing anything against 
Tehran. 

. Washington had earli- 
er threatened to attack 
any party that would be 
proved to have had a 
hand in the attack, but it 
is retreating from this 
position. 

The writer said that 40 
Shiite Saudis who have 
been jailed after admit- 
ting to have been the 
perpetrators of the 
explosion said that they 
had visited Iran and 
received training on car- 
rying out their attack, 
but in Washington's 
view this is not enough 
evidence involving Iran 
iii the attack and. 
instead, it is retreating 
from its position for fear 
that the Iranians would 
unleash retaliatory 
attacks on American 
interests around the 
world. 

An item of political 
analysis in Al Dustour 
stressed that the Jordan- . 
Israel peace treaty has 
never interfered in 
Jordan's fulfilling its 
pan-Arab commitments 
nor has it ever prevented 
the Kingdom from ris- 
ing to the occasion, 
whenever the circum- 
stances arose. 

His Majesty King 
Hussein and HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan 
have both emphasised 
the Kingdom’s stand 
with regard to the peace 
process and their 
demand that the provi- 
sions of all peace 
accords be respected . 
and implemented in full. 

In his recent visit to 
Jordan, recalled the arti- 
cle. Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy 
heard Jordan's views 
presented to him clearly 
and openly and listened 
to Jordan's demand that 
Israel remain commit- 
ted. in deed rather than 
word, to all the accords 
concluded with the 
Palestinians. 

It said that the peace 
treaty has never stopped 
Jordan from openly 
declaring its unwavering 
suppon for the 
Palestinians in their 
struggle to regain their 
lands and establish their 
independent state on 
Palestinian soil. 


to the Netanyahu government. We believed that the reali- 
ties on the ground and an understanding of the require- 
ments of peace would gradually convince the Likud gov- 
ernment and make it realise that there could not be peace 
without giving up Palestinian land and recognising the 
Palestinians’ political rights, with all that it implies. But 
what we saw since then has been totally against what we 
hoped for. The extremist camp in Israel is hardening irs 
position and - ven if Neranyahu bad any inclination to even 
consider the territorial and political rights of the 
Palestinians, he is now blocked by his own desire Tor polit- 
ical survival. Up to eight ministers in his cabuiet have 
reportedly warned him that they would resign in the event 
of a Hebron handover to the Palestinians. 

Indeed, there is a way out for Netanyahu if he is gen- 
uinely interested in making just and comprehensive peace 
with the Palestinians while also ensuring his own political 
survival. And that lies in a political alliance with the oppo- 
sition Labour Party. Joining hands with Labour would do 
away with Netanyahu's need to depend on hardline reli- 
gious parties in parliament while also giving a much need- 
ed impetus to the entire peace process. 

Of course, there are numerous ifs and buts in the way for 
a serious coalition agreement between Likud'and Labour, 
but Netanyahu could do it if he had the determination to do 
so,. 

By doing away with the political shackles rhat are hold- 
ing him down in parliament and picking up a new thread 
with Labour. Netanyahu would only be serving the future 
interests of his counuy and people since it is abundantly 
clear that his policies so far have given neither peace nor 
stability to the stare of Israel. 


LETTERS 


Afghanis need support 


To the Editor: 

AFGHAN'S PEOPLE, and women in particular, are 
living an agony 1 . Sufferings are added to their daily 
misery by the terrible, endless civil war where 
women and children pay with their lives. The war 
forced' many to leave their homeland to neighbour- 
ing countries or live in a remote deserted mountain 
in the outskirts of Kabul, seeking shelter. Kabul, the 
capital of Afghanistan, became a city of honor and 
nightmare: shelled to ruins, with men with guns 
stopping travellers and demanding money every few 
miles and tens of check-points erected in the streets. 

And to compound their misery, women who dis- 
obey Taleban’s teachings are sent to brutal prisons 
and are ill-treated. . 

The Afghan crisis and civil war have 'been going 
on for three years now, since Russia's withdrawal 
from the country after which struggle for authority 
began. 

Afghan is the third country to pass into the hands 
of an Islamic-rcvivalist government in the past 17 
years, after Iran and'Sudan. and the Taleban’s victo- 
ry in Afghanistan is the first to have been achieved 
by straight force of arms. Many Afghani armed fac- 
tions who are fully supported by the U.S. are now 
practising an endless fratricide. 

Taleban’s faction fought fiercely and managed to 
dominate the capital with support from Pakistan. 

Foreign intervention of all sorts is obvious, a con- 
spiracy aimed at destroying Afghanistan as a peace- 
ful country, since some countries have interest in the 
continuation of the war for doing their arm-selling 
trade while others benefit from drug-trafficking. 

Some experts say billions of dollar-businesses take 
place in Afghanistan, while women, children and 
old people are paying a high price. 

Regretfully, after the Taleban faction took control 
of the capital, they started a strange and painful pol- . 
icy towards people, women in particular. They claim 
that in accordance with Islamic law. women are pro- 
hibited from leaving their houses unless accompa- 
nied by a male relative, and for urgent needs only. 
Women who must leave their houses must wear veil. 
They are not allowed to work and a statement issued 
by die Taleban stud: Women are fully paid without 
being at work.” 

Even more painful of a decision by the Taleban 
was the closure of schools for women, which means 
denying their right to education and work. 
Television and playing music in public are banned, 
soccer players are not allowed to wear shorts. And 
since taking Kabul, the Talebans have declared that 
all government employees must grow a fit 11 beard 
within six weeks, and that anybody who does not 
pray five times a day is an infidel. 

Clearly, Taleban are violating human rights in all 
their aspects. 

The unacknowledged, but more painful part of the 
picture, is die continued erosion of the Islamic 
model of a society. The Western press have used 
events in Afghanistan, showing, for example, 
images of girls wearing Islamic clothing even inside 
their houses, which could be intended to erroneous- 
ly reflect Islamic teachings. 

In Jordan, we seldom hear voices defending the 
rights of Afghanis. Liberating them from the 
Talebans is a human rights issue; I believe we should 
support the Afghani women’s right to education, 
work, freedom and democracy. For the sake of 
humanity, we should support and show solidarity to 
the Afghanis. 


Ziad Salant, 
Amman 11124. 


77ie Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from iis readers on any subject they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication, however, should con- 
tain the writer 's full name and preferably address as 
well. Names can be withheld only upon request and 
under special circumstances. Letters are subject to 
editing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return 
of unused manuscripts. 
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News 

Palestinians hold out for Israeli pullout schedule 


Jordan Times, Saturday, January 4, 1997 


(Continued from page ! } 

living in Hebron. 

The Israeli prime minister 
has warned the Palestinians 
not io e\peci any softening of 
his positions in the last-minute 
rush to reach an accord, offi- 
cials close to the talks said. 

Seven out of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s IS cabinet minis- 
ters have already said they are 
against the Hebron accord. 

An eighth. Justice Minister 
Tzahi Hanegbi, voiced criti- 
cism of the accord on Thurs- 
day. 

Two ministers from the 
ultra-orthodox has party also 
have voiced doubt about the 
Hebron agreement and have 
indicated that they would 
abstain from voting, govern- 
ment sources said on Friday. 

In theory, Mr. Netanyahu 
could be left with a minority 
government, bur this is unlike- 
ly since he could form a new 
cabinet and has already 
warned he would seek a coali- 
tion with the opposition 
Labour party if he did not get 
support within his own ranks. 


The number of deputies m 
the Israeli parliament, or 
Knesset opposed to a Hebron 
agreement are a small minori- 
ty, but they have a large influ- 
ence in the cabinet. 

Labour, which is the largest 
single party in parliament, has 
said it would vote in favor of a 
Hebron agreement. 

Popular support for an 
agreement is strong, with a 
poll published Friday showing 
that 55 per cent of Israeli Jews 
support an Israeli troop pull- 
back from Hebron, compared 
to 27 per cent who are against 
it. 

Arab Israelis, who account 
for nearly 20 per cent of 
Israel’s population, were over- 
whelmingly in favour of a 
withdrawal from Hebron. 

The poll was carried out on 
Wednesday. 

In a poll conducted in May. 
shortly after Israel’s general 
elections. 48 per cent of those 
surveyed opposed an Israeli 
withdrawal from Hebron 
while 41 per cent supported it. 

The polls of 500 persons 
each were conducted by the 


;'.W.S t.< t- ■" 

= .l|,l ' 

id .. 

, ■! ■»» iii - i ■ ; . i ■ 

M .'IH I’’ ;- 

4 s' tit r 1 1 1 • ! * • ■ 

iV lit -1 .I -!' M ■ *■ 

till I! 1 ..' L '■I -' ! 

i-nii*!--; ■ '■ ; - 

t?J ' 

i i! «■ i : -’ 

jt'r .<!>• '• 

l-l.i ' 

*-iV'\ Z-\ 

b.irn « ! 

„ . . . f 


fl.HI • i 
ll.itw 
Jit-1 i 






Experts working on 
Iraq-Jordan oil deal 


(Continued from page 1) 

(bpd; of crude and 20.000 to 
25.000 bpd of fuel oil to the 
Kingdom’s only refinery at 
Zanqa. 

The Iraqi oil exports to Jor- 
dan are exempt from the 
United Nations economic 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
following the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Under a special arrange- 
ment worked out between 
the two countries. Jordan 
sends food and medicine to 
Iraq in settlement of the oil 
bill. However, the actual Jor- 
danian supplies to Iraq were 
higher than the oil bill over 
the past five years and Bagh- 
dad now owes Amman about 
SI.3 billion, representing 
debts accummulaied during 
the 80s as well as the unset- 
tled payment of part of the 
Jordanian exports to Iraq 
since then. 

In 1996. Jordan, citing the 
mounting Iraqi debts, cut the 
annual trade protocol by 
about half to $220 million. 


Officials here have said that 
the amount is unlikely to be 
increased for 1997. 

Dr. D abbas and Mr. Awad 
said in Baghdad last week 
that Jordanian private sector 
companies had secured Iraqi 
export orders worth $120 
million under the oil-for- 
food agreement signed by 
Baghdad and the United 
Nations. 

Those orders, as well as 
direct business done by Jor- 
danian exporters and Iraqi 
importers, are not covered 
under the trade protocol. 

Expected to have been dis- 
cussed during the talks of Dr. 
Dabbas and Mr. Awad in 
Baghdad were also issues 
related to the outstanding 
Iraqi debts to Jordan and a 
proposed 500-kilometre 
pipeline to pump Iraqi oil to 
Zarqa and replace the present 
trucking system. 

The project is very much 
alive. Dr. Dabbas said in 
Baghdad last week after talks 
with his Iraqi counterpart 
Amer Rasheed. 


Jordan stresses need for more 


commitment to Middle East peace 

(Continued from page I ) 

would like to talk with all 
colours of the Israeli political 


spectrum.” Dr. Muushcr said. 

“Our relations arc not lim- 
ited to the Labour party.” he 
said. “We have already 
established good ties with all 
Israeli political parties 
regardless of whether they 
are in power or otherwise." 

According to the informa- 
tion minister. Jordan “no 
longer views the struggle as 
between Arabs and Israelis 
but between those who sup- 
-port peace and those who 
stand against peace.” 

Asked whether prospects 
for a Likud-Labour coalition 
government came up during 
the talks with Mr. Beilin. Dr. 
Muasher said: "What matters 
to us in Jordan is advancing 
the peace process. It is not a 
Jordanian concern whether it 
is a national unity govern- 
ment in Israel” or a govern- 
ment led by any party. 

“We are for any govern- 
ment that supports the peace 
process and works for 
peace." he added. 

.After two hours of talks 
with Mr. Kabariu. Mr. Beilin 
told reporters the discussion 
focused on Israel’s overdue 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank town of Hebron and a 
permanent peace between 
the Palestinians and Israeli. 

"We are cautiously opti- 


mistic about the future, 
believing that eventually we 
will have an agreement on 
Hebron and go lurther to 
have a permanent solution 
and strengthen the very good 
relations betw een Jordan and 
Israel.” he said. 

Dr. Muasher said the talks 
with Mr. Beilin were "very 
fruitful" because they 
focused “on the next steps 
needed to sign an agreement 
on Hebron fast and to move 
to implementing the other 
agreements.” Meanwhile, an 
all-party delegation repre- 
senting the Knesset's Eco- 
nomic Committee was also 
received by the Crown 
Prince, who denounced 
Wednesday's attack by an 
Israeli soldier against 
unarmed civilians in Hebron. 

The Crown Prince called 
for economic cooperation 
among Jordan, the Palestini- 
ans and Israel. Petra said. 

The main focus of the 
Israeli delegation's talks here 
was economic ties between 
Jordan and the Jewish state. 
The team also met with 
senior officials of the Invest- 
ment Promotion Corpora- 
tion. 

The delegation expressed 
readiness to whatever possi- 
ble to increase Jordanian 
exports to Israel and remove 
all barriers in trade ties 
between the two countries. 


Peru crisis continues 


(Continued from page 1) 
remaining hostages. 

"A massacre would not he 
favourable to the government.” 
Mr. Riispigliosi added, noting 
that President Alberto Fuji- 
mori’j, brother, Pedro Fuji- 
mori, also was being held. 
President Fujimori, who has 
vowed not to use force against 
foe residence compound to 
end the tense standoff, appeared 
vaught between a rock and a 
ban! place. 

Japan, a key source of aid to 
Peru. ha-, pressed for the lives 
°f the hostages to be kept the 
mp priority. 

But, Mr. RospigliuM said. 


Peru’s military is pressuring Mr. 
Fujimori in the other direc- 
tion. 

“The military doesn't take into 
consideration the international 
aspects of this (the hostage cri- 
sis)” he said. “They just don't 
want the rebels to get away with 
it ” Other analyst? have sakl the 
rebels with the leftist Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary Move- 
ment tMRTA) — packing 
grenade launchers and anti- 
tank missiles in their arsenal — 
know any violence against the 
remaining hostages could mean 
brutal reprisals for their jailed 
comrades whose release they 
are demanding. 


Gallup Institute and had a 
margin of error of four per 
cent. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak spoke on the tele- 
phone with Mr. Arafat Friday 
about the siarus of negotia- 
tions on Hebron, the MENA 
news agency said. 

In a television interview ear- 
lier, Mr. Mubarak said Israel 
was refusing to set a date for 
the final withdrawal of its 
troops from the rural zones of 
the West Bank under the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
accords. "Two important 
points are still to be resolved 
(in order to conclude a Hebron 
accord) — the Palestinian 
presence at the. I Ibrahim) 
Mosque) and the redeploy- 
ment in the rest of the West 
Bank.” Mr. Mubarak said. 

^The Israelis ... are refusing 
to define a date for the end of 
this redeployment which 
according ' to the signed 


accords should have started on 
SepL 7. 1996 and finish in 
September 1997,” he said. 

“That gives the impression 
to the Palestinians and to the 
Arab World that the Israelis 
don’t want to go beyond 
Hebron.” 

Meanwhile, two Egyptians 
in Gaza helping the Palestini- 
ans with the drafting of a 
Hebron agreement have met 
Mr. Arafat three times to dis- 
cuss the final obstacles block- 
ing the accord, the govern- 
ment newspaper AI Ahram 
said Friday. 

The two are Nabil Fahmy, 
political adviser to Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa, 
and Mufid Shehab. a professor 
of International Law at the 
University of Cairo. 

The delegation also met 
with the European Union's 
Middle East envoy Michel 
Angel Moratinos, the newspa- 
per said. 


Syria: Israel behind blast 


(Continued from page 1) 

Syria and any place,” the 
Israeli cabinet said in a state- 
ment released after its week- 
ly meeting. 

“The prime minister 
(Netanyahu.) said that the 
accusations published in 
Damascus accusing Israel of 
responsibility for terrorist 
attacks in Syria are an out- 
right lie. We have no con- 
nection to the terrorist attack 
in Syria and Syria knows it ” 
the statement said. . 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
told reporters in Washing- 
ton: "It is a very serious 
charge for one state to 
accuse another of actually 
sponsoring bombings in its 
capital. 

“If the Syrian government 
and the Syrian press cannot 


back up what they are say- 
ing, well they ought not to 
make that charge. It's a wild 
and irresponsible charge if 
in fact it is not backed up by 
evidence," he added. 

Since right-winger 

Netanyahu was elected last 
May relations with Arab 
states have soured because 
of his rejection of the previ- 
ously agreed land-for-peace 
principle. 

Columnist Fouad Mar- 
doud said in the official 
English-language Syria 
Times this week: The big 
story of the passing year was 
foe current deep recess of 
the Middle East peace 
process created by foe Israeli 
government of Netanyahu 
which was foe product of 
that dark year.” 

Israel’s previous govern- 
ment broke off talks with 


Syria last March after a 
spate of suicide bombings 
by militanrs. 

Tensions between Syria 
and Israel rose in September 
when Syria redeployed 
12,000 of its 35,000 troops 
in Lebanon to within strik- 
ing distance of foe Golan 
Heights. The Syrian move 
caused war jitters in Israel 
but Damascus described foe 
redeployment as a defensive 
move. 

Last month there were one 
or two attacks on Syrian tar- 
gets in Lebanon. Leaflets 
distributed in Beirut last 
month condemned Syria's 
military presence in 
Lebanon and criticised 
Lebanon’s pro-Syrian gov- 
ernment. 

Lebanese and Syrian offi- 
cials also blamed those 
events on Israeli agents. 


Beirut's security forces 
arresred dozens of members 
of foe Christian community 
after foe incidents but most 
detainees have been freed 

The Syrian official said foe 
bus which was bombed used 
to travel on a route linking 
foe north Syrian city of 
Aleppo with Beirut but it 
changed its route on New 
Year’s eve to Damascus- 
Aleppo. 

Diplomats said that reveal- 
ing that the bus used to trav- 
el to Lebanon was a him that 
foe incident was connected 
to recent attacks against Syr- 
ian targets in Lebanon. 

Earlier a Beirut-based 
businessman who has just 
returned from a trip to Dam- 
ascus told Reuters in 
Nicosia, that at least 15 peo- 
ple were killed and 50 
wounded in the explosion. 
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8 Economy 


World economy in 1997 : Too much of a good thing? 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
w orld's economic expansion 
is expected to gather pace 
this year, analysis say, pro- 
vided rich countries do not 
lake the wind our of it by try- 
ing to do too much of a good 
thing. 

With the United States. 
Japan and Europe all seeking 
to slash government budget 
deficits iii 1997. some ana- 
lysts fear that the global 
upswing could falter under 
the weight of the policymak- 
ers’ good intentions. 

While budget cuts are gen- 
eral!} good for the economy- 
in the Tcu.g run because they 
five resources for use by the 
productive private sector, 
they can drag down growth 
in the short term as govern- 


ment spending is cut and 
taxes are raised. 

“We may have a synchro- 
nised fiscal contraction that 
leads to a cumulative global 

economic weakening” sa >d 
Fred Bergsten, director of 
the Institute for International 
Economics think tank- 

That is not the consensus 
forecast for this year. Most 
analysts see global growth 
speeding up in 1997. as 
Europe shakes off last year's 
doldAims. Japan's economy 
recovers further and the 
United States slows down 
slightly. 

"The base case is for sort 
of middling growth, steady 
us she goes.” said William 
Cline, deputy managing 
director of the Institute of 


International Finance, an 
advocacy group which rep- 
resents banks and other 
financial market partici- 
pants. 

In its latest forecast, the 
International Monetary Fund 
predicted that world output 
will expand by 4.1 per cent 
this year. That would come 
on die heels of 3.S per cent 
growth last year and would 
be the best performance 
since 19SS. 

Robert Hormats, vice 
chairman of Wall Street bro- 
ker Goldman Sachs 
International, said the world 
economy has a lot going for 
it — inflation is moderate, 
markets are more open and 
budget policy more sensible. 

But, like Mr. Bergsten, he 


worries that tight-fisted gov- 
ernments may be placing too 
much of a burden on mone- 
tary policy — lower interest 
rates — to generate growth 
in 1997. 

Perhaps the biggest focus 
of concern is Europe, where 
countries are striving to cut 
deficits to meet tough crite- . 
ria for participation in the 
1999 launch of European' 
monetary union (EMU) at a 
time when their economies 
are struggling. 

“One of the biggest risks to 
the global growth scenario is 
Europe,” said John Praveen, 
senior international econo- 
mist at Wall Street broker 
Merrill Lynch. 

With unemployment in 
many European countries at 


or near record highs, con- 
sumers are unlikely to go on 
a buying binge, no matter 
how low interest rates are. 
And that in turn will make 
companies loth to spend 
more to add to capacity'. 

If growth does not pick up 
as expected in Europe, that 
would push up government 
spending on unemployment 
and other benefits and 
depress tax revenues. That in 
turn would force govern- 
ments to tighten budgets fur- 
ther if they want to join 
EMU. aggravating the slow- 
down in a downward spiral. 

Global investors are count- 
ing on the successful launch 
of the European single cur- 
rency' in 1999 and have 
placed bets accordingly. "If 


that doesn’t happen, you 
could get almost a nuclear 
explosion in Europe," Mr. 
Hormats said, with interest 
rates in many countries ris- 
ing and turmoil in currency 
markets. 

Mr. Bergsten also sees rea- 
sons to be concerned about 
the economic outlook for 
Japan. Tm very sceptical 
about any significant pick-up 
in Japan,” he said. "‘It’s con- 
ceivable to me that Japan 
could drop into a new reces- 
sion.” 

Japan's recovery last year ‘ 
has been fuelled by stepped- 
up government spending. 
But fiscal policy is expected 
to rum restrictive this year, 
as policymakers raise taxes 
and rein in spending to trim 


Tokyo’s bloated budget. 

That in turn would put 
more of an onus on the U.S. 
economy to maintain the 
global upswing this year. 

James Griffin, vice presi- 
dent of Connecticut-based 
Aeltus Investment Manage- 
ment, voiced concern that 
other countries were looking 
too much to America for 
growth by deliberately try- 
ing to depreciate their cur- 
rencies against the dollar. 

Mr. Cline pointed to anoth- 
er potential source of con- 
cern for the United States — 
the high-flying stock market 
that some analysts fear is set- 
ting itself up for a crash that 
could sap confidence and 
cripple the economy. 


Israeli budget not seen lifting economy in 1997 


TEL AVIV jRl — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benynniin 
Netanyahu won a bruising 
bailie with parliament lo 
cut this year's budget, but 
economists, investors and 
business executives say 
they are not convinced it 
can revive the flagging 
economy. 

"I see this budget more 
like a muddling through. 
There's no real message of 
reform, such as closing 
redundant offices. It’s all 
general budget cutting." 
said Jonathan Katz, chief 
economist for Solid 
Finance Markets. 

Analysts and business 
executives said they were 
disappointed with live 
extern of tax rises and other 
revenue-raising measures, 
which look the place of 
genuine budget cuts. 

“In my opinion , the mix 
of higher taxes and lower 
spending cuts didn't help 
— it was not as good as 
expected — but the reduc- 
tions are still big." said Gidi 
Halpem of Meitav Invest- 
ments and Securities. "The 
people we're in touch with 
in the treasury arc very' 
optimistic." 

Israel's parliament on 
Wednesday approved a 
budget lor 1997 just under 
190 billion shekels ($58.5 
billion', including about 
seven billion shekels in 
spending cuts, higher taxes 
and higher fees. The trea- 
sury says cuts make up 
about 4.7 billion shekels of 
the total. 

In parliament, the budget 
met strong opposition, 
which led The treasury to 
hack down on plans to cut 


child allowances and 
impose fees for doctors' 
visits. 

Instead, taxes on petrol 
and cigarettes were raised, 
and income tax brackets 
will not be adjusted for 
inflation, a measure that 
will effectively raise tax 
rates. 

Analysts doubt that high- 
er taxes will hurt Mr. 
Netanyahu politicially. But. 
they say. if he fails to deliv- 
er on his vows to undertake 
wide-ranging privatisation 
and liberalisation measures, 
confidence in his economic 
policy will suffer. 

“Other than rhetoric, 
we've seen - very little.” said 
Mr. Katz. “If by the end of 
the first quarter, we don’r 
see big sales of government 
companies, people will 
assume you can’t count on 
them to do anything." 

But for now , the big 
question for Israeli business 
is whether the cuts will be 
enough to move the Bank 
of Israel to lower short-term 
interest rates and bring 
about a depreciation of the 
shekel. 

In Israel’s export-driven 
economy, a depreciation is 
widely seen as the means of 
sparking economic growth. 
Gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth slowed to an 
estimated 4.4 per cent in 
1996 and is expected to 
slow to four per cent this 
year. 

“If the budget helps undo 
the two-and-a-half-year 
freeze in the exchange rate 
and preserve a narrow dif- 
ferential between the dollar 
and Israeli inflation rate, 
then the situation will 


improve. said Shaul 
Ashkenazi. managing 
director of Plasson Plastic 
Products. 

Exports account for 85 
per cent of Plasson 's sales, 
but with a 4.2 per cent nom- 
inal drop in the 
Deutschemark last year, 
profitability' dropped 

sharply. Mr. Ashkenazi esti- 
mates he lost S6 million to 
$7 million in contracts 
because he was not price 
competitive. 

But analysts are divided 
about whether a real inter- 
est rate cut is in the works. 

“With this budget it is 
hard to see a reduction of 
interest rates, and without 
that the exchange rate situa- 
tion will not improve” 
Michael Strauss, chairman 
of Strauss Dairies, one of 
Israel’s biggest food com- 
panies. 

“Whoever thinks there 
will be a real cut in interest 
rates is dreaming," said Mr. 
Halperin. 

He forecasts a reduction 
of a quarter to half a per- 
centage point later this 
month from the current 
14.7 per cent, but like other 
analysts he sees this and 
future reductions as simply 
tracking a fall In inflation. 

The political situation is 
shaping up to be as big a 
factor for the economy this 
year as interest and 
exchange rates. 

“There is no doubt that 
the peace process has a 
direct effect on investment 
in the economy." said Dov 
Tadmor. managing director 
of Discount Investment 
Corp. a leading holding 
company. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
Inspect 
All lit up 
| Mil. VIPs 
i — Palmas 
Dressed like a 
judge 
Implement 
; Certain 
restaurants 
i Ripped 
i Schooled 
Overacted 
i Some bills 
Choice finds 
— Institute (NY 
school) 

Van Gogh’s loss 
Devil 

Steinbeck novel 

Memo 

Plate 

i Foreigner to 
Honolulu 
i Shroyer of TV 
i Voyaging 
Shortened form 
i Subsidiary 
proposition 
Tennis term 
> Church parts 
Nonsense 
i Needle case 
American . 
journalist, Bly 
i Certain auto 
contest 
Smell — (be 
suspicious) 
l Actress in 
"Occasional 
Wife" 

i Half a city? 
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by Vivian O. Collins 


entertainment" 
-tail of cycle or 

' £ ; glish gun 
: Y,s. Lauder 
Secluded room 


DOWN 

1 European river 

2 Playground 

3 Jacob's brother 

4 Rugged 
mountain ridge 


5 Predictable 

6 Footnote abbr. 

7 Ruffs mate 

8 Ford's blunder? 

9 Turkey, once 

10 Certain masonry 
items 

11 Golfer's cry 

12 Idirarod race 
requirement 

17 Noted ice skater 

18 — Domingo 
22 Sch. subj. 

24 Lacking written 
records 

25 Foot lever 

26 Employee’s 
hope 

27 Aggregation 
29 Worship 

31 In accord 

32 Oriole hangouts 

34 Govt. gp. 

35 Actor Beatty 
42 Appraise 

44 Son-in-law of 
Muhammad 
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48 Beau — 


54 Matured 


50 Piece of armor 55 Batman's 


51 Cat followers 

52 Q.E.D. word 

53 Mild oath 


costume 
56 Ireland 
59 Qohs' partner 


He said that the threat of 
continued unrest in the 
region was a growing con- 
cern of foreign investors. 
“Foreign investment, 
except in high technology, 
will" decline this year, or 
certainly won't grow" 

Mr. Tadmor said Finance 
Minister Dan Mender's 
promise that the economy 
would return to fast-track 
growth in 1998 could be 
realised. "It’s a reasonable 
range, but it will be contin- 
gent on the peace process.” 
he said. 

Meanwhile, official fig- 
ures have showed that 
Israel’s economy grew by 
4.4 per cent in real terms in 
1996. a rate of growth that 
was higher than expected 
but down from previous 
years. 

Israel’s economy grew by 
7. 1 per cent in 1995 and 6.4 
percent in 1994. 

The Central Statistics 
Bureau said the number of 
jobless fell to 6.5 per cent 
of the active population last 
year from 7.0 per cent in 
1995 while the trade deficit 
rose to a record $10.7 bil- 
lion from $9.8 billion in 
1995. 

The balance of payments 
deficit for 1996 was put at 
4.6 billion or 4.8 per cent 
of GDP. 

At the start of 1996, the 
finance ministry predicted 
that GDP would rise 5.5 per 
cent in 1996. 

Economic growth has 
slowed, since Benyamin 
Netanyahu took over as 
Israel’s prime minister in 
June, however, in pan 
because of a slowdown in 
foreign investment result- 
ing from the deadlock in 
the Middle East peace 
process. 


Qadhafi orders 
shake-up of Libya's 
economic system 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi 
has called for a shake-up in 
the country’s strictly-con- 
trolled economy, including a 
flexible rate of exchange for 
the overvalued dinar, freer 
trade and some privatisation. 

He also urged a continued 
crackdown on corruption and 
improvements in the military 
in a wide-ranging televised 
speech to members of the 
grassroots people’s commit- 
tees. 

‘The official rate of 
exchange of the dinar should 
change according to the eval- 
uation of file central bank, 
which may decide not to 
keep it at $3.2. when on the 
black market $1 is worth 
three dinars.” Colonel Qad- 
hafi said. 

International sanctions 
imposed against Libya since 
1992 for its alleged support 
of terrorism have eroded the 
purchasing power of ordinary 
Libyans and the value of the 
dinar against other curren- 
cies. 

But Colonel Qadhafi said 
that since 1995 Libya had 
succeeded in amassing $4 
billion which would be 
"invested in profitable sec- 
tors.” He recalled the policy 
of distributing oil dividends 
to the people, whereby 
100,000 families so far had 
each received $5,000. 

He backed the award of 
contracts to private compa- 
nies for erecting and main- 
taining public buildings, as 
well as managing services 
like water distribution and 
sewerage. 

Attacking corruption and 
inflation. Colonel Qadhafi 
called on the grass roots com- 


mittees to define those who 
would be authorised to 
import consumer goods and 
obtained the necessary cur- 
rency from the central bank. 

"Only cooperatives and 
retail traders may sell import- 
ed goods, with a limited mar- 
gin of profit.” the Libyan 
leader said, adding that mea- 
sures must be taken to pre- 
vent imported subsidised 
goods being sold on the black 
market 

Retail traders would be 
restricted to the sale of tobac- 
co. dairy products and cloth- 
ing, he said. “Everything 
sold outside authorised stores 
should be seized and their 
possessors tried and impris- 
oned,” Colonel Qadhafi 
added. 

But he suggested liberalis- 
ing the laws on importing 
tobacco to prevent smuggling 
and create revenue for the 
state. 

“Purification committees” 
tasked with fighting corrup- 
tion “should continue their 
mission, despite their mis- 
takes and excesses.” he said, 
citing examples of public 
officials who had accumulat- 
ed colossal fortunes and tax 
frauds amounting to millions 
of dinars. 

The Libyan leader support- 
ed an idea to raise the length 
of military service to two 
years, while giving recruits 
higher pay and greater social 
benefits, in order to increase 
the strength of the army and 
security services. Finally, he 
strongly rejected proposals 
aimed at allowing polygamy 
and making divorce subject 
to a court decision, calling 
them a threat to the freedom 
of women. 


Kuwait 
starts 
to rebuild 
drained 


reserves 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwait has just started 
rebuilding its overseas assets 
after they fell by billions of 
dollars to pay for the 1991 
Gulf war and its aftermath, 
the head of the Kuwait 
Investment Authority (KLA) 
has said 

Higher-thao-expected oil 
prices, privatisation revenues 
and completion of repay- 
ments on a $5.5 billion sov- 
ereign loan have all boosted 
income that can be chan- 
nelled into rebuilding assets, 
said Ali Rashaid Al Bader, 
managing director of KIA. 
the stare’s fund manager. 

"So the KIA will be able, 
for the first time in many 
years, to increase the invest- : 
meats in its reserves for 
future generations,” Mr. 
Bader told a .. conferee., 
reviewing the governments ^ 1 
privatisation programme. 

Mr. Bader said the pro- 
gramme of government sell- 
offs had raised some 650 
million dinars ($2.2 billion) 
since it began in earnest in 
mid- 1994. 

“We are making money 
now,” -Mr. ' Bader told 
reporters after his speech, 
adding that this began only 
“lately.” He said some of the 
income was coming from 
the country's still substantial 
foreign holdings. 

7 He would not say how 
much new money was being 
channelled into the govern- 
ment's reserve funds or at 
what level those reserves 
now stand, which is a state 
secret. 
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HOROSCOPE 
forecast for 

SATURDAY 
JANUARY 4, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


A RIES : (March 21 to 
April 19) This is an ideal ■ 
day to study every part of 
your big dream and go 
after it with certainty. Use 
care in driving later 
ronight and while on the 
road make sure you are 
careful and don’t get into 
any difficulties. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You can improve j 
home conditions easily 
t oda y and make the atmos- 
phere there pleasant for ! 
your loved ones and main- 
tain harmony. Later this 
evening you can meet with 
fellow associates and get 
the advice from a bigwig. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Get into the busi- 
ness world early today and 
handle whatever is impor- 
tant to you. Contact good 
friends later this evening 
and plan some recreational 
activities which will be 
appreciated by everyone 
present. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Get 
busy arranging financial 
and other practical affairs 
today which must be tack- 
led for you to become 
quite successful. Make an 
appointment early this 
evening so that you aren’t 
too tired to handle any 
business decisions. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) If you do not bring up 
money interests today, you 
can have a happy time 
with the one you love and 
show some affection for 
him or her. Later this 
evening will be a good 
time to make your career 
activities successful. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be with 
congenials whose goals 
and interests at this time 
are quite similar to your 
.own. Enjoys your social ; 
■^iffe later tfe^evening with : 
your mate and make this 
time romantic and quite, 
special for him or her.. ' 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Public busi- 
ness matters should work 
out smoothly today, so 
don’t permit a secret con- 
cern to spoil things, later 
this evening make every 
effort to seek out the assis- 
tance of knowledgeable 
people for suggestions 
concerning a project 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Be on 
the alert today for any new 
career outlets which could 
open up to you. BuiM up 
your prestige and don't 
make any radical changes 
at this time or there could 
be a difficult, situation 
occurring which is detri- 
mental. 

SAGITTARIUS: “ 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) You get fine ideas 
today and you should put 
them into operation so that 
you can gain ftonrithedr 
success. Don't . Jgphit 
pressure to deter youirtan 
accomplishing yotif career 
objectives and aiping 
yourself quite succesfal. 
CAPRICORN: (Dum- 
ber 22 to January 20)*Jhke 
on that new entfijdfcise 
today which seems ttiffbig 
for you and you caregain 
the respect and admirati on 
of those in authority.' P°r- 
get that outside desy® at 
this time so that yoo^ean 
concentrate upon 
projects closer to hafte. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Yftfccan 
contact outside ■ ^a&es 
today and get good results, 
j provided you do noffpigtt 
to pay your dues and jhake 
every effort to improve 
your situation. Late^this 
evening go out oS; the 
town with your ?3b®e 
friends. 

PISCES: (February 
March 20) You know 
exactly how to injjffqV® 
your inrerests 
career activities andjjfirc - - 
by make your assign® 18 
more profitable 
them get recognitip^p?? 1 
a bigwig. LateC:^!^ 
evening you 
with your mate. . 
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Jordan earns $3 50m 
from phosphate 
exports in 1 996 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC) expons rose ro $350 million in 1996 for an 
increase of $30 million over 1995, JPMC's General Gen- 
eral Sameh Madani said Friday. 

Mr. Madani said the company exported 4,350 million 
tonnes of phosphates last year compared to 3,878 million 
tonnes in 1 995. 

He added that the Indo-Jordan Chemicals Company 
o/hich carries $170 million in investments will start pro- 
duction of phosphoric acid at AI Shidiyyeh plant this year, 
phosphoric acid will be shipped to India. 

Mr. Madani indicated that the $85 million Jordanian- 
Japanese Chemical Fertilisers Company will also start 
production this year and that chemical fertilisers will be 
exported to Japan. 

On the future plans, Mr. Madani said that the company 
this year will increase its exports to Europe, Asia, Australia 
and New Zealand. 

*We are carrying out feasibility studies to expand the 
Shidiyyeh plant to increase its production to reach eight 
million tonnes in 1999 with a cost of $250 million and that 
several countries showed their interest in financing the 
project,” according to Mr. Madani 
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'j% review of news from the jLra6tc press 


Jordan Telecommunications 
Company replaces TCC 

** THE JORDAN Telecommunications Company has offi- 
cially replaced and acquired all die assets of the former 
government-owned Telecommunications Corporation 
(TCC) from Wednesday, Jan. 1, 1997. Large ads appeared 
in the Arabic dailies to hereald the birth of the company 
Much is capitalised at JD250 million and is fully owned by 
die government although it operares on full commercial 
basis. WalicI Dweik, former director general of the corpora- 
tion, was appointed by the Council of Ministers to the post 
of board chairman of the company. Afram Jamil was 
appointed to the post of general manager whereas Sartam 
Maaytah was chosen to replace Hisham Qudah as secretary 
general of the Ministry of Post and Communications. (Al 
Ra’i). 

Dan finds Tel-Aviv-Amman bus 
line unprofitable 

** ACCORDING TO Quds Press, the Israeli bus company 
Dan intends to halt its daily bus trip between Tel Aviv and 
Amman due to “the unfeasibility of this line.” A spokesman 
for the company said Dan loses 1,000 shekels daily by 
operating the bus line because of "weak demand” to travel 
to Jordan. Noting that losses averaged 300.000 shekels 
annually, the spokesman said that only between 10 to 15 
passengers take the bus for the Tel Aviv- Amman trip on a 
daily basis. 

The company said that the approval of the Israeli-govem- 
ment to raise the fare from 23 shekels to 33 shekels ($10) 
from Saturday was not enough to cover the losses and that 
the daily bus services may be totally stopped. A spokesman 
for the Israeli government said that the Ministry of Trans- 
port has not received any official statement from the bus 
company which, under die contract, is obliged to inform the 
authorities of its decision six months in advance before 
resorting to any unilateral action (Al Dustour). 
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'Christmas has been canceled this 
year because somebody decided 
ifs politically incorrect.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAMt 

by Hanri Arnold and Mika Argirto. 
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Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
One totter to each square, lo form 

faworanary worts, 

ZACER I 


mitaUMlWMIK 

AlftpafeurvM 


EVASU 


BORBEJ 


NEDGER 


MEAf-UPING WIMP 
CAN &E THi^ FOP A 
METEOROLOGIST. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


mxr MMT A [ I I I I I J 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: IDIOT AF1HE FALTER BEAVER 
Answer: How he toil after his first day on bucking 
broncos - BETTER OFF 


AFM ends ’96 with noticeable activity 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Turnover shot 
up by fourfold and prices 
also improved at the stock 
market last week in an 
year-end scramble follow- 
ing announcements of 
major private sector deals 
with Iraq and ahead of per- 
formance announcement by 
several companies, brokers 
said Friday. 

Contributing to the high 
volume was a deal worth 
12.48 million dinars when a 
private group purchased 


government equity in 
Amman's landmark Jordan 
In ter. Continental HoreL 

The brokers also said that 
the market was buoyed by 
reports from Baghdad that 
Jordan and Iraq were to 
renew an annual oil agree- 
ment under which the King- 
dom gets all its energy 
needs at discounted prices. 
However, two ministers 
returned home late Thurs- 
day without signing the oil 
accord. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM). as the bourse is 


officially known, said 
turnover for the week end- 
ing Thursday was 18.9 mil- 
lion dinars, compared with 
the previous week’s 3.4 
million dinars. 

The brokers noted that the 
market was open only for 
three days this week,” two 
day.s being official holidays 
and no business conducted 
on Thursday, when 
accounts are finalised. 

The report said 4.8 mil- 
lion shares changed hands 
under 2,357 contacts con- 
cluded during the week, 
with daily average trading 


during the week at 6.3 mil- 
lion dinars compared with 
700.000 dinars. 

The official AFM share 
price index based on 60 
major companies closed at 
153,46 points, up 2.3 points 
or 1.52 per cent, from the 
week's opening of 151.16, 
the repon said. 

The service sector, in 
which the hotel deal was 
included, accounted for 
13.25 million dinars of the 
weekly turnover, followed 
by banks and financial 
institutions with 3.4 million 
dinars, industrials with 2.22 


million, dinars and insur- 
ance firms with 53.400 
dinars. 

Sectoral indices showed 
that insurance stocks 
gained 2.29 per cent during 
the week, services sector 
went up by 2.22 per cent, 
banks and financial institu- 
tions gained 1.89 per cent 
and industrials rose by 0.S9 
per cent. 

The AFM report said 
stocks of 90 companies 
were involved in the -week's 
business, with 44 closing 
with gains. 35 losing and 11 
remaining unchanged. 


Walid Shair. director-gen- 
eral of the AFM, mean- 
while, reported an increase 
in non-Jordanian trading in 
the market, accounting for 
more than one-third of the 
business during November. 

He * said non-Jordanian 
trading in the market 
amounted to 4.27 million 
dinars of November's total 
turnover of 15.98 milliou. 

According to Mr. Shair, 
the figure for non-Jordanian 
trading in November repre- 
sented” a 12 per cent 
increase over the previous 
month. 


Egypt’s stock market hits $3.2 billion in 1996 


CAIRO (AFP) — The total 
value of transactions on 
Egypt's budding stock mar- 
ket last year reached around 
11 billion pounds ($3,264' 
billion ), the chairman of the 
Capital Market Authority 
(CMA) has said. 

Abdul Hamid Ibrahim told 
a press conference that the 
total volume of transactions 
peaked in December to 
reach 1.827 billion pounds 
($539 million ). the highest 
for a single month in 1996. 

A total of 207.8 million 
shares traded hands in 1996 


compared to 72.2 million in 
1995, he said. 

'The total numberof oper- 
ations in 1996 stood at 23' 
million which is four times 
as many operations as those 
concluded during the past 
1 1 years,” Mr. Ibrahim said. 

He said that the market 
value for 1996 was worth 4S 
billion pounds (S14.159 bil- 
lion ). 

Meanwhile. Arab and for- 
eign investor participation in 
share dealing from March to 
the end of December 1996 
stood at around S748 mil- 


lion with foreigners owning 
3.2 per cent of the value of 
65 companies quoted on the 
stock exchange, which 
accounts for a total of 646 
firms. 

Also in 1996 the value of 
stocks sold on the bourse 
reached around 2.5 billion 
pounds ($737.5 million) 
while the total volume of 
stock issued stood at 20.6 
billion pounds ($6.77 bil- 
lion), Mr. Ibrahim said. 

He noted that a total of 
248.8 million stocks were 
issued last year while at the 


same time 42 private firms 
were transformed into stock 
ventures. 

‘The message is clear. 
Limited and private firms 
are history.” Mr. Ibrahim 
said, noting that more and 
more businessmen are keen 
on joining the stock market 
to attract more funds ro 
finance their projects. 

Among the government's 
plans for 1997 is a bid ro 
issue treasury bonds worth 
four billion pounds ($1.2 
billion) to be floated on the 
bourse within a week. Mr. 


Ibrahim said Last year three 
billion pounds of bonds 
were issued. 

“1996 was marked by the 
reorganisation and develop- 
ment of the capital marker 
because this marker's key 
responsibility is to provide 
medium and long-range 
financeraent to the private 
and public sector,” Mr. 
Ibrahim said 

He stressed that the capital 
market was bolstered by 
Egypt's nationwide privati- 
sation programme, first 
launched in 1991 and which 


really took off in 1996. 

Egypt will also forge 
ahead with an ambitious 
programme started in 1997 
to upgrade and modernise 
its financial markets, name- 
ly the bourse, as part of its 
privatisation programme, he 
added 

Meanwhile, the CMA 
announced in a statement 
the creation of a new type of 
investment funds known as 
directment investment funds 
to bolster stock market 
activity. 


UAE stock investors reap high profits in 1996 


ABU . DHABI (AFP) — 
Investors in United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) stocks 
reaped healthy profits in 
1996 as the price of most 
shares increased sharply, 
and dealers expect another 
good year in 1997. 

A decline in interest rates 
on bank deposits spurred 
demand for shares, sending 
the index to its highest level 
since it was set up seven 
years ago. 

“Investors in stocks in the 
UAE achieved high returns - 
in 1996 compared with the 
previous years," said Ziad 
Dabbas. director of tho 
share-dealing department at 
the government-controlled 
National Bank of Abu 
Dhabi (NBAD). 

“This is because of a large 


increase in the prices of the 
shares of most banks and 
companies trading in the 
market as well as distribu- 
tion of profits and tbe grant 
of bonus shares to share- 
holders by most of those 
institutions.” he explained. 

Mr. Dabbas. in his annua] 
repon on the UAE stock 
market, said the NBAD- 
introduced share index 
surged by 328 points or 
nearly 15 per cent in 1996 
after rising 1 1.9 per cent in 
1995 but declining 4.9 per 
cent in 1994. 

Tbe LOOO-point . index,, 
which tracks the biggest 20 
banks and companies trad- 
ing their shares in the UAE, 
peaked at 2.48 1 . 1 3 on Mon- 
day. Mr. Dabbas said. 

Mr. Dabbas expected a 


further improvement in the 
stock market in J 997 
because of a continued eco- 
nomic upturn in the Gulf 
country, mainly in the oil. 
trade, construction, real 
estate and tourism sectors. 

“Several new companies 
are also expected to float 
shares while some govern- 
ment institutions will be 
privatised. This means the 
market will witness another 
active year in 1997,” he 
said. 

Dealers said 1996 was 
one of the best years for the 
UAE . share-dealing- since 
most banks and companies 
recorded higher profits. 

“Demand was also strong 
because many investors 
turned to slocks after a' rela- 
tive decline in interest 


rates," said Zuhair 
Kaswani. another stockbro- 
ker. 

Traders also cited the cre- 
ation of two major compa- 
nies which began trading 
their shares in 1996. They 
were the Abu Dhabi Ship- 
building Company, with a 
capital of 175 million 
dirhams ($47.6 million ) 
and the Al Khazna insur- 
ance firm, with a ‘capital of 
380 million dirhams 
($103.5 million). 

Brokers said market capi- 
talisation of the nearly 40 
institutions trading their 
shares has exceeded 50 bil- 
lion dirhams ($13.6 billion) 
at the end of 1996 after hit- 
ting a record 45 billion 
dirhams (512.26 billion ) at 
tbe end of 1995. 


The UAE has the second 
biggest stock market after 
Saudi .Arabia in terms of 
capitalisation. But turnover, 
the value of traded shares, 
has remained among the 
lowest in the region due to 
the absence of speculation 
and other factors. 

According to Mr. Dabbas. 
shares traded in 1996 
accounted for less than two 
per cent of the available 
stock because most dealers 
tend to keep their shares as 
a long-term investment and 
trading is restricted to 
nationals. 

“Another factor is that a 
large pan of the shares is 
owned by the government 
and some companies and 
wealthy businessmen who 
do not trade. This has led to 


a general stagnation in the 
market.” he said. 

The UAE, a major oil pro- 
ducer. does not have an 
official exchange but is 
planning to open a floor 
next year. Share-dealing is 
conducted by telephone 
through a handful of autho- 
rised brokers, who often 
complain about manipula- 
tion by major investors and 
widespread leak of infor- 
mation about the perfor- 
mance of trading' institu- 
tions before they publish 
their results. Dealers said 
the opening of a formal 
exchange would end mal- 
practices and woo small 
investors, who have been 
scared off by manipulation. 


Beirut bourse to open to foreigners, add listings 


BEIRUT (R) — A year 
after it reopened, the Beirut 
Stock Exchange (BSE) 
plans to extend its come- 
back in 1997 by opening up 
to foreign investors and list- 
ing new securities. 

Trading floor chief Fouad 
Baalbaki said tbe BSE 
would diversify and 
increase traded securities, 
open the domestic financial 
market to non-Lebanese 
investors and introduce a 
new trading method for 
continuous pricing in 1997. 


“The year 1997 will mark 
our move to trade in corpo- 
rations. It will also witness 
the realisation of plans 
made the previous year to 
add to the liquidity* of the 
market and make it accessi- 
ble to non-Lebanese 
investors.” he told Reuters 
in an interview. 

“We have achieved the 
first step with the listing of 
a bank and are looking for 
further trade in shares of 
other sectors.” he added. 

Mr. Baalbaki was refer- 


ring to the listing of Banque 
Ubanaise pour le Com- 
merce (BLC) shares recent- 
ly authorised by the 
exchange for trade on Mon- 
day, the last trading dav of 
1996. 

BLC decided last month 
to offer 1.227.240 C shares 
on the BSE. Over three mil- 
lion B shares underlying 
global depository receipts 
issued by the bank will also 
be listed* for later trading. 

This will add at least $50 
million worth of stocks to 


the shares listed on the 
Beirut bourse. The capitali- 
sation of the market is cur- 
rently calculated at a little 
over $2 billion. 

“This signifi ant transac- 
tion which provided the 
BLC with both domestic 
and international presence 
will serve as a reference for 
all banks wishing to list on 
the market.'' Ziad Makkawi 
of Beirut-based Middle 
East Capital Group 
(MECG) said. 

MECG was lead manager 


of the domestic offering 
and co-manager of the 
international offering. 

The transaction was made 
possible under a law passed 
last year allowing Lebanese 
banks to trade 30 per cent 
of their shares on the 
exchange without prior per- 
mission from the central 
bank. 

Mr. Makkawi said MECG 
was working on several 
projects to list banks and 
companies from various 
industries on the exchange 


in 1997. 

Mr. Baalbaki said four 
banks including Audi and 
Byblos and two new firms 
“are planning to list by the 
end of February.” He 
declined to give further 
details. 

“The banking sector has 
realised the need to grow 
through the injection of 
fresh capital. 'This will 
increase their ability to 
offer medium and long- 
term credit for the econo- 
my” he said. 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 




FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. .second floor, 
220 sq.m, 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabfa 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abcfcufl Real Estate 
Tel : 810605 - 810609 
l Fax: 810520 ) 


STUDIO HAMS 

Pr oto aonal QuaHtyfin 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your' colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO phmtm 


-CLEANING SERVICES 
HOMLOFHCES. 
PUBLIC PLACES 

-Maintenance services 

HEATiNG SYSTEMS* 
PLUMBING 

•FOR KENT; 
DELUXE VJU AS AND 
FLATS > FU RN 1 SHF.D& 
UNFURNISHED- 


Advertisement 


in 


Avr.V.A^v.v.; 






• Free tflfirfr 

MBt 20 x so cm 

S to c fa a ni -*. Opp- Grindlayi 
Bask. Phone; 6M0C2 
Swcfieh tel: 823891 


QTOMlHCm 


I - INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

• SAUNA, JACUZZI 
MASSAGE . 

-FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 
‘ COURTS T ' 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 





FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


R.&d £ nct sia 4>tt ■ 

Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
I# Sushi 





TO RDUEfmSE IN 
THIS SECTION CRLL 
567171/6 - 670141/4 
EKt. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE 

Tbe feat hahao Jaste , 
Qourmet ptZZfl . 

We sse tie very best qgraietits 

_ j ,-VvV„ . j 
" Ti? the only . 
STUFFED PIZZA XL ' 

> (DwagoSlylfl) -4^ 

J> PAN PIZZA < 

|Thm orlhcfcCiut] ^ 
ZL ITALIAN SANDWICHES ^ 

- h'srSti'vr 

n* Mkw Thtm By Tta Main Emmet . 

Abhfla - Abate iflfe 
Superstore V 

Tel. 688 471 Ext 32 
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South Africa to 


meet U.S. in final 


PERTH. Australia (R) — 
Third seeds South Africa 
maintained their unbeaten 
run in the Hopman Cup 
mixed teams event with a 2- 
1 victory ov er Romania on 
Friday to secure a spot in 
the final against die United 
States. 

World number 10 Wayne 
Ferreira guided South 
Africa in.o Saturday's final 
when he levelled the tie 
with a 7-6 7-6 victory over 
Adrian Voinca and then 
combined with Amanda 
Coetzer to win the doubles. 

Romania, who needed to 
win the tie to stay in the 
eight-team tournament, 
were given a glimmer of 


Hopman Cup 


hope when Irina Spirlea. 
ranked 1 1 in the world, beat 
Amanda Coetzer 5-7 6-4 6- 


The South Africans will 
play Chanda .Rubin and 
teenager Justin Gimelstob 
in the final. 

South Africa can credit 
their first Hopman Cup final 
berth in five attempts to 
Switzerland's Marc Rosset, 
who retired when leading 
Ferreira 6-0 2-1 on 

Wednesday. 

The second-seeded Swiss 
were then forced to default 
the doubles to give South 
Africa an unlikely 2-1 vic- 


tory. 

Rosset showed no signs of 
the back problems which 
forced him to concede his 
opening two singles ties in 
the tournament when he 
beat Germany’s Bemd 
Karbacher in straight sets in 
Friday's other Group B tie. 

Martina Hingis, ranked 
sixth in the world, recorded 
her third consecutive 
straight-sets victory in the 
tournament ' when she 
brushed aside Petra 
Begerow 6-1 6-1 in just 47 
minutes. 

The Swiss pair combined 
to win the doubles in 
straight sets to take the tie 
3-0." 


Austrian finalists in New 


Zealand women’s classic 


AUCKLAND (AFP) — 
Second seed Judith Wiesner 
and qualifier Marion 
Maruska won matches of 
differing character Friday to 
set up an all-Austrian final 
in the women's tennis tour- 
nament here. 

The singles showdown 
Saturday in the 5107.500 
event will also feature the 
same scenario us the final 
here 12 nionili> ago. 

That. too. was between the 
second seed and a qualifier, 
u ith American outsider 
Sandra Cacic upsetting 
another Austrian. Barbara 
Paulus. in three sets. 

Wiesner had little trouble 
in overcoming the challenge 
of Bulgarian-born German 
Elena Wagner, taking their 
semifinal 6-2. 6-1. 

The world number 1 5 had 
too much composure for an 
opponent ranked 77 places 
below her. 

Wagner made more 
unforced errors and did not 
take advantage of the 
chances that came her way. 

In particular, she squan- 
dered five break points in 
one game earh in the sec- 
ond 'set. when she could 
ha\e gone 2-0 up and put 
some pressure on Wiesner. 

"She hud some chances." 
Wiesner said. "Bui she 


could not convert and I 
played the important points 
better.” 

Wiesner was happy with 
her form overall this week, 
but said there would be no 
complacency' against 

Maruska. who is ranked just 
154th. 

"It will be the same situa- 
tion as today,” Wiesner said. 
"You just have to go out 
there and give it your best 
shot." 

While Wiesner went the 
short route. Maruska and 
Thai teenager Tamarine 
TanasUgum took nearly two 
hours to decide their base- 
line battle, which ended 3-6 
6-3 6-3. 

Tine match was marked by 
both players' difficulty in 
holding serve. while 
Maruska at one stage looked 
likely to pay for failing to 
grub the numerous other 
break chances that came her 


applied. Tanasugam tired 
visibly during the remainder 
of the encounter, dropping 
the next five games and the 
match. 

The result put the 24-year- 
old Maruska. who has had 
two long periods out of the 
circuit because of serious 
knee injury, into her first 
WTA Tour final. 

There was another first for 
her after her victory — a 
stranger in the stands pre- 
sented her with a red cama- 


way. 

Early in the third set, with 
the result still in the balance. 
Tanasugam went into the 
dressing room to change 
into a fresh shin. 

The lactic had worked the 
previous day. when she 
mrned around a losing posi- 
tion to end Cacic 's tenure as 
champion. 

Fridav. the reverse 


lion. 

Another spectator, one she 
knew, handed her a book 
about New Zealand — she 
had had little chance to go 
sightseeing because of her 
unexpected run of success, 
she explained. 

Having: played seven 
games on the trot, Maruska 
said her body was holding 
up well and winning helped 
to ease any aches and pains. 

Wiesner and Maruska 
have not faced one another 
before in a tournament. 

Their only meeting. 
Maruska remembered, was 
about six years ago in an 
Austrian league match with 
Wiesner winning 7-5 in the 
final seL 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
IN 

COMPUTER SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT 


An international software development firm is in the process of establishing an 
associated Jordanian firm in Amman, Jordan and is seeking highly qualified 
personnel lor the following positions: 

Job TL1/68J: Project Manager/Team Leader. 

1 . Previous experience working in main frame environment especially in MVS 
operating system and tools. 

2 Previous programming skills in COBOL. FORTRAN, RDBMS's. 

3 Must have 6 to 8 years experience in leading a group of 4-6 programmers 
Ihrouah complete projects. 

4. Pest experience working as a system manager will be considered an 
advantage. 

5. Past experience working in conversion projects is an advantage. 

Job SP2/24J: System Programmers. 

1 Must have at least 2-4 years as system programmer. 

2. Previous experience in working with main frame environment (MVS, VMS, WS, 
..elc.l is an advantage. 

3. Past experience in RDBMS's is advantage. 

Job FG3/48: Programmers. 

1 . Fresh university graduates in computer engineering/science. 

2. Must have good programming skills, knowledge of VISUAL FOXPRO. 
ORACLE. C++ is an advantage. 

3 Must have good communication skills and ability to* work in teams. 

All applicants must 

t Have good command of English (knowledge of other languages is an 
advantage'. 

2. Ability to work outside Jordan. 

3. Willing to undertake training courses in and outside of Jordan. 

4. All candidates will be called for interview in due time. 

» 

Send CVs m a sealed envelope, with the job number identified on the outside, 


PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT 
P.O. Box: 11181-2682 
Amman-Jordan 


Salaries are commensurate with the job and the qualifications. 


Cycling chief says retiring 


Indurain no match for Mercx 


PAMPLONA. Spain (AFP) 
— Claude Jacquat, a senior 
official of cycling’s world 
governing body UCI, said 
on Thursday he was sorry 
that five-time Tour de 
France winner Miguel 
Indurain of Spain was retir- 
ing but added that he could 
not be compared to the 
Belgian Eddy Mercx. 

“It is sad because both 
world cycling and Spanish 
cycling will miss him," 
Jacquat, head of the UCI’s 
tecnical commission, said. 

“However. I cannot place 
him on the same level as his 
fellow five-time winner 
Mercx as Eddy wanted to 
win every race in the season 
whereas Miguel only want- 
ed the Tour de France,” 
Jacquat added. 

Jacquat said that he felt 
Indurain had made an error 
of judgement in giving in to 
his Banesto team’s orders 
and cycling in the 1996 
Tour of Spain. 

“He was wrong to cycle in 
the Tour of Spain and gave 
the impression of a tor- 
mented soul” Jacquat com- 
mented. 

The 32-year-old's failure 
to make it a unique six tour 
wins in a row last year 
sparked off rumours of a 
possible retirement and 
when he failed to find a 
team willing to pay him $S 
million for the 1997 season 
his fate was sealed. 

“It was a difficult decision 
to take. I am now going to 
concentrate on other 
things,” said Indurain. 

“I feel I have concentrated 
enough of my time on pro- 
fessional cycling and now I . 
want to enjoy the sport as 
an amateur." he added. 

Indurain said it had taken 
him three months to make a 
final decision about his 
future. 

“It was made even more 
difficult by the fact that I 
feel in perfect physical 
shape and -am convinced 
that I could win a sixth Tour 
de France.” said the cyclist, 
whose contract with 
Banesto ended on Dec. 31. 

Both Banesto and Once 
were keen to sign the 
Spaniard for this season but 
neither were prepared to 
match his multi-million 


dollar demand. 

Indurain 's biggest success 
last season was to take the 
gold in the Olympic time- 
trial but he made no secret 
that it did not compare to 
winning the Tour de France. 

“For any professional 
cyclist winning the tour is 
the pinnacle of tbeir career, 
whereas winning the 
Olympic title is purely sym- 
bolic.” he said. 

Immediately after his 
retirement announcement, 
Jean-Marie Leblanc, direc- 
tor of the Tour de France, 
described Indurain as one 
of the greatest champions in 
the tour’s histoiy. 

“He was a perfect gentle- 
man. Always approachable, 
always willing to sign auto- 
graphs. He was a great 
ambassador for the sport,” 
said Leblanc. 

Frenchman Bernard 
Hinault, a fellow five-time 
winner, added his own trib- 
ute to the Spaniard. 

“He won his first Tour de 
France relatively late at the 
age of 27, but he just got 
stronger and stronger. He 
fixed his tactics well ahead 
of the race and stuck to 
them. For him the final 
standings were how he was 
to be judged not just one 
glorious stage win which 
could have sacrificed his 
whole race” Hinault, the 
last Frenchman to win the 
tour in 1985, said. 

Banesto sports director 
Jose Miguel Echavarri was 
also quick to praise 
Indurain. 

"Never has Spain - bad 
such a great champion. All 
of Spain is sad," said 
Echavatzi. 

Abraham Olano, the 1995 
world road race champion 
and who is the newly signed 
leader of the Banesto team, 
said that Indurain had 
helped cycling become 
front page news. 

“We have to ' respect 
Miguel's decision. I look 
back with fond memories 
on his sportsmanship which 
has helped make cycling 
one of the world’s most 
respected sports and 
inevitably we the cyclists 
are similarly respected," 
Olano said. 



Miguel Indurain 


Indurain, unspoiled champion 


LONDON (R) — Miguel 
Indurain free-wheeled out 
of cycle racing as uncom- 
plicated and serene as the 
day he first turned a pedal. 

Although he has 
appeared to take over 
cycling in recent years it 
.has never taken him over. 
As he once said: “I am 
proud of what I have done 
but you must keep a per- 
spective. It's just a bicycle 
race after alL” 

The last six years of his 
career have centred on 
winning that bicycle race 
— the Tour de France. 
Five times he has obliged 
his devotees but last year 
they had to settle for a con- 
solation — an Olympic 
gold rather than an 
unprecedented sixth tour 
victory. 

At his dominant best the 
farmer's son from VUlava, 
near Pamplona, was 
untouchable in races 
against the dock. That was 
how his tour triumphs 
were founded. But the 
ticking clock finally 
caught up with the 32- 
year-old from Navarre. 

Indurain leaves as one of 
only four men who have 
won five Tours de France. 


But last July Spain had a 
dream — fervently they 
wanted their man to stand 
alone with six triumphs. 

By the time the race 
reached his home region 
the yellow jersey of tour 
leader was around the 
shoulders of Denmark's 
Bjaroe Riis. Skilful stage- 
managing brought the tour 
to Pamplona for the final 
crucial days but Riis had 
already struck. 

Tears filled Jndurain’s 
eyes as he stood on the 
Pamplona podium his arm 
raised by the conquering 
Riis — emotion jyas never 
far away from die seem- 
ingly imperturbable 
Spaniard that day as bis 
fans chanted and sung his 
name. 

Banners proclaimed 
“Five is enough” and "You 
are always the greatest” It 
was the fiesta of Saint 
Fermin where young men 
try to outrun the bulls in 
the streets of Pamplona’s 
old town. 

But Indurain was to save 
his final charge for Atlanta 
where be would become 
the first to win the 
Olympic time-trial gold. 

The final dream had 


come true. “I never 
believed that I would get a 
second chance at the 
Olympics,” said the man 
who 12 years previously 
had been a wide-eyed 
youth at the Los Angeles 
Games. He might have 
appeared in Los Angeles 
as a runner. He was after 
all the 400 metres champi- 
on of Navarre. But it was 
the hunger of a fast-grow- 
ing lad that steered 
Indurain into cycling. 

- When the organiser of a 
race in his home town 
announced: “There' is a 
sandwich and a drink for 
all - who finish.” 11 -year- 
old Mig was hooked. 

Dad had bought him a 
bike to ride between the 
farmhouse and the fields, 
and the lanky Indurain was 
soon spotted. 

Once Jose Miguel 
Echavarri became his man- 
ager, Indurain was set for 
the top under the careful 
guidance of a man he saw 
as his second father. 

Echavarri lived 
Indurain. “He is a lord. 
Eddy Merckx would grind 
and humble his rivals but 
Miguel is considerate and 
does not rule in such a 


for 


fashion.” 

The result of their part- 
nership produced respect 
rather than fear from their 
rivals. 

If ever Indurain was 
hurting it was not appar- 
ent. But he carl recall some 
nervous moments. He once 
rode 25 kilometres through 
the mountains with a dou- 
ble fracture of his wrist 
and remembers racing into 
Brussels in heavy rain, his 
biggest fear. 

T was riding blind. It 
was pure guesswork where 
I was going. I feared I 
might bit the kerb, and 
anyway I lose 50 per cent 
of my potential if it is cold 
or it rains.” 

With two kilometres to 
go to the finish on an 
Alpine climb, he confessed 
later: “1 suddenly died and 
could go no fuither but I 
made it to the finish. 

"Everyone tells me that I 
never look as if I am suf- 
fering but when I 'see 
videos of the races I 
always remember what I 
had to endure.” 

Because of his racing 
exploits Indurain has been 
called extra-terrestial. But 
no-one in the racing pack 


is more down-to-earth. 

On the brink of winning 
his first tour he phoned his 
mother. Isabella — not to 
share the good news but to 
find out if the barley had 
been harvested. 

For one who loves a sim- 
ple life, he has survived 10 
tours unmarked by all the 
hype. Streets have been 
named after him, a hymn 
of praise composed in his 
honour and fiestas cele- 
brated his victories. 

The fans will miss him. 
So too will Spanish TV. 
His successes sent the July 
ratings soaring. His depar- 
ture will leave a gap in 
Spanish sport, where be 
once earned more votes 
than seve Ballesteros in the 
Sportsman of the Year poll. 

Abraham Olano may be 
seen as a successor of sorts 
but Olano will remember 
sorely that when he beat 
Indurain for the 1995 
World Road-Race tide in 
Colombia, he was insulted 
in the streets of San 
Sebastian for daring to 
beat “the immense 
Miguel.” 

Indurain will always 
reign in the hearts of 
Spain. 
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Cinema 


TEL:634144'N CINEMA 


PH I LRDELPH I R 




YEL634144 "y- 

fl "2” A 


A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone in 


DAYLIGHT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 




PHILRDELPHI 


CINEMA 




Richard Gere, Sian Connery 
& Julia Ormond....in 




PLRZH 


fEL:699238 ~\7 CINEMA ibL:677420 \ T7 . — - 

a 1 { Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 




FIRST KNIGHT 


-*L 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

V 


* The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame 

Shows: 10:30, 12:00, 1:30, 5:00 

* RANSOM 


Shows:' 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 

S 


CONCORD 


CONCORD K r s 

Robert Denero & Welsly Snipes.Jn 

THE FAN 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15. 10:30 

***AkkkkkkkkkAkhkkkii**1tkkkkkt.kk*k 


CONCORD “2 n 

Dumb and Dumber 


.Shows; 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL: 625155 


J\ 


The Theatre is closed from 
Dec. 15 s 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
for a new play entitled 

“Al Aman Ya Ho” 
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etinng Cleveland beat Phoenix f 

7th straight win at home 
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LEVELAND (R) — Chris 
fills scored 20 points and 
lobby Sum added 18 as the 
land Cavaliers won their 
jventh straight home game. 

over the Phoenix Suns 
[Thursday. 

Danny Ferry and Terrell 
Jrandon each had 14 points 
Cleveland. Kevin Johnson 
25 points and Danny 
fanning 22 for Phoenix. 

■The turnovers killed as.’* 
[ Suns coach Danny Ainge. 
hflfe talked about that before 
game. The Cavs don’t 
ave any shot-blockers and 
ey can’t defend us in the low 
; as was evident in the sec- 
I half. (But) they can shoot. 

I they can drive, they can pass 
and they're very unselfish." 

In Charlotte. Glen Rice 
scored 10 of his 37 points in a 
third-quarter run as the 
Charlotte Hornets held on for 
a 107-97 victory over the 
Dallas Mavericks. 

Anthony Mason had 14 
points and nine rebounds and 
Muggsy Bogues added 13 and 
10 assists for Charlotte. 

Vlade Divac had 15 
rebounds and 1 2 points for the 
| Hornets, who beat the 
’Mavericks for the third con- 
secutive time. 

In Detroit, Grant Hill scored 
20 points and the Detroit 
Pistons broke a tie with a 16-6 
(bird-quarter run on their way 
10 a 99-87 victory over the 


Boston Celtics, who took their 
1 3th loss in 14 road games. 

Joe Du mars scored 19 points 
and Lindsey Hunter had 14 for 
the Pistons. 

David Wesley scored 22 
points. 12 of which came in 
the first quarter. Todd Day 
added 17 points for Boston, 
which scored just J6 points in 
the third period. 

In Houston, Isaiah Rider 
scored a season-high 3 1 points 
and sparked a pair of second- 
half runs as the Portland Trail 
Blazers won their third 
straight game with a 112-96 
victory over the Midwest 
Division-leading Houston 
Rockets. 

Kenny Anderson had 23 
points and 10 assists and Gary 
Trent added 19 points for 
Portland, which improved to 
10-4 against Midwest 
Division opponents. 

Arvydas Sabonis had 18 
points and 1 2 rebounds for the 
Trail Blazers. 

In Miami, Alonzo Mourning 
scored 15 of his 28 points in 
the first half as the Miami Heat 
built a 17-point lead and 
cruised- to its sixth straight 
win, 101-91 over the New 
Jersey Nets. 

Mourning grabbed eight 
rebounds and Tim Hardaway 
added 18 points and 12 assists 
for the Heat (24-7). 

"We simply got off to a fab- 
ulous start," said Miami coach 


Pat Riley, whose club scored 
18 of the first 20 points. ‘'We 
came out ready to play.” 

New Jersey was led by 
Shawn Bradley’s 21 points. 

In Orlando, Rony Seikaly 
scored six of his 31 points in 
overtime, including a fade- 
away jumper with four-tenths 
of a second remaining, to lift 
the Orlando Magic to a 96-94 
victory over the Toronto 
Raptors. Seikaly scored all of 
Orlando's points in the extra 
session. He had two baskets to 
give the Magic a 94-90 lead 
with 3:21 to play and made the 
winning shot after a pair of 
free throws by Damon 
Stoudamire tied it with 4.6 
seconds left 

“1 told Brian (Shaw), 'Get 
me the ball,”’ Seikaly said. 
“And be laughed and he said, 
‘Well, we’ll see.' Then he got 
the ball at the top of the key 
and didn’t pass it to me. I had 
to get it from Derek Strong.” 

In Washington. Patrick 
Ewing had 22 points and 12 
rebounds and Allan Houston 
added 1 8 points as the surging 
New York Knicks defeated the 
Washington Bullets. 92-80. 

John Starks chipped in with 
18 points off the bench for 
New York, which has won 13 
of its last 15 games. Chris 
Webber led Washington 

In San Antonio. Avery 
Johnson scored 22 points and 
dished out six assists as the 


San Antonio Spurs hung on 
for an 83-80 victory over the 
Utah Jazz. 

Sean Elliott chipped in IS 
points and Will Per due had 1 2 
and 12 rebounds for the Spurs. 

Karl Malone had 28 points 
and seven rebounds and Jeff 
Homacek 25 points for Utah. 

In Seattle, Shawn Kemp 
scored eight of his 23 points in 
the fourth quarter and Hersey 
Hawkins added eight of his 21 
in the period as the Seattle 
Su person! cs defeated the 
Philadelphia 76ers for the 
ninth consecutive time with a 
96-82 victory. 

Kemp also grabbed 12 
rebounds and Gary Payton 
had 21 points and 10 assists 
for Seattle, which won for the 
first time in three games. 

Derrick Coleman had 22 
points and rookie Alien 
Iverson added 20 points for 
Philadelphia 

In Sacramento, Shaquilte 
O'Neal had 25 points and 16 
rebounds and the Los Angeles 
Lakers limited the Sacamento 
Kings to just 14 fourth-quarter 
points on the way to a 90-83 
victory, their fifth in succes- 
sion. Eddie Jones scored 20 
points and EJden Campbell 
added 16 and 13 rebounds for 
the Lakers, who scored 22 of 
the last 27 points of the game. 

Mitch Richmond scored 32 
points and Billy Owens con- 
tributed 19 for the Kings. 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
STANMAH HIHSCH 


WHO KNOWS? 


North-South vulnerable. North 

Hwtln 

NORTH 
A J 103 
<78-4 

0AQ107 
*AKJ9 


WEST 
*K8 
OJ1095 
0864 
*7652 


EAST 
♦ Q97 
07632 
0952 
*843 


SOUTH 
4 A 65 4 3 
. VAKQ. 

OKJS 
* Q 10 • 

lie bidding: 

NOJOT EAST SOUTH WEST 

10 Pm 2a Pm 

U Pm WT Pam 

K Pam 6 a Pam 


Opening lead: Jack of O 
Wa like tn pretend the* i« 

an exact science. However, once in a 
while a hand comm along where 
declarer has Lo rely solely on 
guesswork. Here's an example. 

looking at the North-South hold- 
ing, the slara is not very good, .vet 
, the bidding cannot really be (bull. 
^ Change any one of the M«tv-suit 
■ queens to the queen of spades and 
12 trick* wuuld be laydown 
although there would hu no change 
in the combined point count of ihe 


two holdings. 

Obviously, to make the slam 
declarer has to find either king- 
queen hnre or epadea, considerably 
against the odds, or split trump 
honors. When the honors are split 
declarer has to know which hand 
has the doubleton honor to play the 
suit correctly. 

Facing this combination in a ode 
suit, declarer might be able to draw 
trumps and discover the exact dis- 
tribution of the hand before tack- 
ling the suit. Here, however, the 
problem is the trump suit and any 
attempt by declarer to learn more 
about the lie of the cards by cashing 

S lain-suit tricks could lead to i 
ital raff by i defender. 

South has to guess which defend- 
er to ploy for a doubleton honor. 
Should declarer choose East, the 
jack of trumps should be led from 
dummy. If East ducks, so does 
declarer, then lays down the ace of 
spades mat If East mm, declarer 
wins and leads u tramp toward the 
ten. In either case only one trick is 
lost 

If declarer decides West is short 
in trumps, correct is to start the 
sun by leading low from hand 
toward the jack-Lcn. If West rises 
with the honor, East is finessed for 
the other honor. If West follows low 
.-ud East wine. South cashes the 
ace of spades on regaining the lead. 
A* the cards lie here, that is the 
winning line. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Fully furnished (top quality) -2 Bedrooms- 
Fireplace- Telephone -Garage. 
MonthlyRent: 1,500 U.S. dollars 

including water electricity and heating. 

Tel/fax : 847200 
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boTel & ResocT 

New telephone cf Fax nup&fos 
as of Wednesday , Janzusry-lst^l9§7 

( 0 $) - 1 

Fax (03) 215-0X01 


Instituto Cervantes 

SPANISH CULTURAL CE NTRE 



# REGULAR COURSES ( ALL LEVELS ) . 

# SPECIAL INTENSIVE COURSES DURING 
RAMADAN ( ONLY FOR BEGINNERS ) 

# Special Courses . 

-Spanish for Business -Spanish forTounsm 

Registration : 02 . 04 . 05 . 05 . 07 - 08 

January 199* 

Courses begin on : 06 January 1997 


Armstrong completes 
chemotherapy, resumes training 

LILLE, France (R) — Former world champion Lance 
Armstrong, who is fighting to overcome cancer, has 
resumed training, the manager of his French team Cofidis 
Alain Bondue said on Thursday. 

i4 He finished his chemotherapy on Dec. 13 and had a 
good rest afterwards/' Bondue said. M His morale is excel- 
lent. He covered 120 kilometres on Dec. 29 in the state of 
Texas where he lives. 

“He hopes to return to international competition in May." 

Armstrong, who won the World Road Race title in 1993 
when he was 21 . revealed in October that he had cancer of 
the abdomen and testicles. He had signed for the new 
Cofidis team as rtieif leader before becoming aware of his 
cancer. Bondue said the American would be"at team head- 
quarters in the Lille suburb of Wasquehal on Jan. 9 and 
would attend the team's presentation in Paris five days later 
with co-leader Tony Rominger of Switzerland and Italian 
Maurizio Fondriest. 


FOR RENT OR SALE (Deluxe Villa) 

Consist of three bedrooms and one master room, with air 
condition, central heating and dressing room. Three 
salons, with fire place, office room, wide kitchen and three 
balconies. Basement consist of maid's quarter with 
kitchen, laundry room, living room, big salon, large garden 
with Bar-B-Q and telephone. Location: Deir Ghbar. 

Tel.: 700255/682587 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A quite area between Amra Hotel & San 
Rock Hotel, in front of Amra Garden Najran 
Street, No. 13. Three bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, central heating. 

Please call 655410 


SPECIAL BENEFITS FOR 
EXCELLING STUDENTS 


^ Info rmation^S^610858^^^ 


SECTION 1. INVITATION FOR BIDS 
ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
WATER AUTHORITY OF JORDAN 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 

Date: 31/12/1996 

Loan No.: 89 66 400 

IFB No.: 26/96/KIW/AGWA/GA 

1. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a 
loan from Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau in 
Deutsche Marks for the Water Supply of Greater 
Amman, it is intended that part of the proceeds of 
this loan will be applied to eligible payments under 
the contracts) for which this IFB has been issued. 

2. The Water Authority now invites sealed bids from 
bidders in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the 
Federal Republic of Germany (eligible bidders) for 
supply and installation of computer hardware and 
peripherals for the WAJ Amman Govemorate 
Computerisation. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
information from, and inspect the bidding 
documents at the office of the Secretary 
General, Tenders Division, Water 
Authority, P.O. Box 2412, Amman, Jordan, 
Tei. 680100, Tlx. 22439 WAJ JO, Fax 
679143. 

4. A complete set of the tender documents may be 
purchased by any interested eligible bidder on the 
submission of a written application to the above and 
upon payment of a non-refundable fee of JD150. 

5-. All bids must be submitted in separate 
envelopes, marked “technical" and "financial," be 
accompanied by a security in the amount of JD5,000 
(in words: five thousand Jordan Dinars} and must be 
delivered to the office not later than 1200 
hours, Jordan local time, on Wednesday, 
15/1/1997. 

6. Thursday, 9/1/1997, is the last day set for the 
purchasing of tender documents. 

Eng. Koussai Quteishat 
Secretary General 

Water Authority 







AJ Wlhdat's Mar-wan Shamali (centre) heads the ball as colleague Raafat Ali (on the ground) tries to help and 
Mobannad M ah a din of A1 Faisali tries to stop both 

A1 Wihdat beat A1 Faisali to 
win Jordan Soccer League title 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN . — Ai Wihdat 
were Friday crowned the 
1 996 champions of the 
Jordan Soccer Federation 
(JSF) Premier League after 
a breath-taking match 
which was destined to end 
in a penalty shootout. 

Some 28,000 of both 
teams' fans jammed the 
Amman International 
Stadium to watch a repeat 
of last Friday’s match which 
ended in a goalless draw. 
This time, the match ended 
in a 1-1 tie. 

Both teams were cautious 
in handling the ball until Al 
Wihdat 's Sufian Abdullah 
tried his luck with a close 
range shot which made both 
teams focus more on the 
offensive. 

Al’ WthdaL' ‘ attaCkirig “ 


through sides of the field, 
tried to open the way for a 
direct shot to lead the match 
but without success. 

Both teams depended on 
raan-to-raan defence in 
order to control the progress 
of strikers. 

In the 41st minute. Al 
Faisali 's Hassouneh Al 
Sheikh managed to head a 
successful pass by Rami 
Abu Fanar into the nets 
making it 1-0. 

In the second half Al 
Wihdat put some pressure 
on Al Faisali 's goalkeeper 
Waleed Abu Hmeid and 
managed to score the 
equaliser by its defender 
Abdullah Abu Zamaa in the 
55th minute. 

As time lapsed, players 
got more tense, and at times 
violent, prompting referee 
Dinar Al Tamimi to issue six 
yellow cards to botfnekms 7 ■ 


players to calm them down. 

AJ Faisali had the chance 
to score and leave the stadi- 
um with the trophy, but luck 
was not on their side as 
Jeries Tadrus. the league's 
top scorer, missed a sure 
chance at the end of the sec- 
ond half, thus keeping the 
result 1-1, and sending the 
match into overtime. 

The two teams were over- 
cautious during the extra 
time and focused more on 
the defence. 

Al Wihdat had the upper 
hand and had more chances 
to score. Munir Abu 
Hantash missed a sure hit 
straight at Al Faisali 's goal. 

Sufian Abdullah also tried 
his chance in a kick from 
the edge of the 18-metre 
box which was saved by 
Waleed Abu Hmeid. This 
was followed by another 
long-range kick from Abu 


Zamaa which missed target 
by a few centimetres. 

Eventually, both teams 
had to settle for the penalty 
shootout. 

Al Faisal i’s Tadrus opened 
the score and was followed 
by Al Wihdat "s Rafat Ali. 

Al Faisal i's Jaafar Hamad 
and Muhannad Mahadin 
failed to score after Al 
Wihdat’s goalkeeper saved 
both shots. 

On the other hand Al 
Wihdat did not miss any 
shot and won the champi- 
onship after Jamal 
Mahmoud convened the 
fourth penalty into the goal. 

Friday's match came after 
both teams played to a goal- 
less draw last Friday in the 
finale of the 18-week com- 
petition. 

With this win AI Wihdat 
kept the title for three years, 
on the row. 





TM 


Jordan 


Armoush Tourist Investments Co. 

winners 





v/VV't \ 





First Prize: Ford Contour 

Mr. Na'el Rizik Berjes 

Second Prize: Zanussi Refrigerator 
Mr. Tarek Sami Najib 
Third Prize : Zanussi Freezer 
Miss Dina Faisal Younis 
Fourth Prize: Zanussi Washer 
Mr. Fuad Moh'd Hasan 




r ass 

Children partWprtion 


Part of the crowd 


Mr. Haidar Murad Announcing The winners 
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Settlers temporarily 
leave W. Bank hill 

Israel promises settlers negotiations on 
construction on land near Ramallah 


BEIT AL. West Bank 
(Agencies) — More than 
200 Jewish settlers who had 
set up mobile homes on a 
hillside near here in an 
attempt to extend their set- 
tlement on the West Bank 
temporally evacuated the 
area on Friday. 

Their action had prompted 
strong Palestinian • protests 
as talks dragged on over the 
long-delayed Israeli with- 
drawal from the West Bank 
town of Hebron. 

Settler leaders said the 
mobile homes that they 
installed at night would be 
removed on Sunday and in 
return the defence ministry 
promised that negotiations 
would begin on construction 
on the land. 

A settlers' spokesman said 
Friday that following an 
attack by Palestinians on a 
Beit AJ family three weeks 
ago in which two settlers 
died, they had received gov- 
ernment approval to use the 
land to extend Beit Al, near 
Ramallah north of 
Jerusalem. 

In Gaza City. Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat’s 
spokesman Nabil Abu 
Rdaina “demanded that the 
government immediately 
remove the settlers, whose 
action seriously threatens 
the peace process.” 

Negotiations have stalled 
over Israel’s long-delayed 
troop withdrawal from 
Hebron and turning SO per 
cent of the West Bank city 
over to Palestinian control, 
despite intence U.S. media- 
tion. 

Mr. Rdaina denounced 
the “fait accompli” that the 
settlers wanted to impose on 
the West Bank. 

Fne families of settlers 
moved into seven mobile 


homes erected on the hill- 
side and dozens of other set- 
ders announced plans to 
camp at the site. 

The Israeli army sent rein- 
forcements to the area for a 
possible forcible removal of 
the settlers and declared the 
area a “closed military 
zone,” barring access to the 
press. 

General Gaby Ofir. com- 
mander of Israeli forces in 
the West Bank, inspected 
the area but made no com- 
ments. 

Israel’s left-wing opposi- 
tion called for the immedi- 
ate removal of the settlers 
and described their move as 
an attempt to derail a bid to 
reach an agreement on a 
handover of Hebron to 
Palestinian role. 

Two right-wing deputies, 
Moshe Peled, deputy educa- 
tion minister, and Benny 
Elon, a hardline nationalist, 
arrived at the scene to show 
their support for settlers. 

Nine members of the 
National Religious Party 
also threw their support 
behind the settlers. 

Meanwhile, the Israel 
municipality of Jerusalem 
released $80,000 to finance 
a feasibility study on build- 
ing new Jewish settlements 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

The planned 250 homes 
would be located on an 821- 
hectare piece of land, most 
of which would be in East 
Jerusalem and the rest in the 
town of Abu Dis, in the east- 
ern suburb of the city, the 
weekly Jerusalem newspa- 
per Kol Hair reported. 

Israel's right-wing govern- 
ment has been pushing the 
expansion of Jewish settle- 
ments on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, angering 
Palestinians and complicat- 


ing peace negotiations. 

Mr. Arafat aide Ahmad- 
Tibi termed the settlers' 
move near Ramallah “a seri- 
ous threat to the peace 
process’’ and called on Israel 
to evacuate them. 

“If the Israeli government 
moves against the settlers 
then it would be responding 
to the needs of the peace 
process.” he told Reuters. 
“If not then we would 
understand that this govern- 
ment is condoning the set- 
tlers’ action and we do not 
want to think of this sce- 
nario.” 

Palestinian officials 
pointed out the new settle- 
ment near Ramallah was in 
one of the rural areas Israel 
was supposed to evacuate in 
the next stages of the 
accord. 

Palestinian farmers say 
they own Artis hill land 
where the settlers want to 
build a new settlement In an 
earlier dispute over the hill, 
a Palestinian demonstrator 
was shot dead by settlers. 

Settlers said they will 
name the new settlement 
after Ita and Efraim Tzur. a 
mother and son from Beit Al 
who were killed in a drive- 
by shooting by Palestinian 
militants last month. 

After the shooting, settlers 
had demanded that Israel 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu approve the con- 
struction of 1.500 new 

homes near Beit AL but the 
prime minister declined, 
apparently fearing this 

would endanger the delicate 
negotiations with the 

Palestinians. 

Dozens of Israeli police 
officers were deployed on 
Artis hill on Friday, but did 
not prevent settlers from 

reaching the site. 


Fresh bout of violence 
reported in S. Lebanon 


TYRE i AFP) — Two 
Israeli soldiers were 
wounded on Friday in an 
attack by Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah guerrillas in 
southern Lebanon, security 
sources said. 

The soldiers were wound- 
ed when their position ut 
Sujud, on the edge of the 
self-declared Israeli “secu- 
rity zone” in >ouihem 
Lebanon, came under auto- 
malic weapons and anti- 
tank rocket fire from 
Hizbollah fighters, the 
sources said. 

The Voice of the South, 
the radio station of the 
Israeli-allied South 

Lebanon Army (SLA), con- 
firmed the attack by the 
Hizbollah ntililia but did 
not mention any casualties. 

Israeli warplanes staged 
three raids on Hizbollah 
positions following the 
attack, police said, firing 
missiles at the Iqlim AJ 
Touflah Hills, and Israeli 
troops and Hizbollah 
exchanged fierce artillery 
fire. 

There was no immediate 
w ord on casualties. 

Hizbollah anti-aircraft 
batteries opened fire on the 
Israeli planes but did not 
hit them, police said. 

Two Israeli warplanes 
also broke the sound barrier 
over Beirut following 
Friday morning’s Hizbollah 
attack. 

Lebanon has decided to 
lodge a new complaint 
about the Israeli air raids to 
the international committee 
monitoring a ceasefire in 
South Lebanon, which is 
due to meet on Monday. 

The truce brought to an 
end a 17-day Israeli 
onslaught against South 
Lebanon in April last year, 
which left around 200 peo- 
ple dead, mainly civilians. 

The U.S.-brokered cease- 
fire prohibits both sides 
from attacking or carrying 
out attacks from civilian 
areas. 

The committee, currently 
chaired by France, is also 
due to consider an earlier 
Lebanese complaint and 
three from Israel which 


were Lodged following vari- 
ous clashes last month 
between Israeli troops or 
SLA fighters and Hizbollah 
guerrillas. 

Hizbollah said in a state- 
ment on Friday that 47 of its 
fighters had been killed in 
the Israeli occupied zone in 
1996, when it said it car- 
ried out some 765 attacks. 

It also claimed that 45 
Israelis, including one civil- 
ian. were killed during 

Hizbollah attacks, and 

another 211 were injured. 

Another 34 SLA members 
were killed and 70 wound- 
ed in attacks by 

Hizbollah \s armed wing, 

the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, it said. 

However, the Israeli army 
claims to have lost only 28 
soldiers' and 20 SLA mili- 
tants. Hizbollah added. 

Hizbollah, SLA swap 
remains 

Hizbollah and the SLA 
militia swapped on Friday 
the remains of two militia- 
men for two dead guerrillas. 
A spokesman for Hizbollah 
said group officials handed 
over the remains of two 
SLA fighters it holds to 
officials of the Internationa] 
Committee of the Red 
Cross (1CRC) in Beirut's 
southern suburbs in the 
morning. 

In exchange, the militant 
group received from ICRC 
delegates the remains of 
two Hizbollah guerrillas 
held by the SLA, at a 
checkpoint linking Israel's 
South Lebanon occupation 
zone to the rest of the 
region, the spokesman 
added. 

In July. Hizbollah and 
Israel exchanged the 
remains of two Israeli sol- 
diers held by the fundamen- 
talists for a decade for the 
bodies of 123 guerrillas. 
The German-brokered deal 
also secured the release of 
45 captives by the SLA and 
the return of 17 SLA militi- 
amen held captive bv 
Hizbollah 


Saddam 

reportedly 

wooing 

Talabani 

CAIRO (AP) — President 
Saddam Hussein is trying to 
mend fences with a second 
Kurdish leader before the 
opening of a new U.S.-spon- 
sored meeting to reconcile 
warring Kurds in northern 
Iraq, a leading Arabic news- 
paper said Friday. 

President Saddam's move 
is largely seen as an attempt 
to regain a full hold on the 
region, which until recently 
had been a de facto Kurdish 
state protected by over- 
flights by a U.S.-led allied 
force. 

The London-based Al 
Hayat said President 
Saddam has dispatched a 
former Kuidish minister in 
his cabinet to convince Jalal 
Talabani. leader of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK). to open a dialogue 
with Baghdad. 

Former minister Makram 
Talabani. who is a cousin of 
Mr. Talabani, met with the 
Kuidish leader a few days 
ago to discuss ideas for rec- 
onciliation. the newspaper 
said. 

Such an alliance would 
enhance President Saddam's 
hold on the north since Mr. 
Talabani’s chief rival, 
Massoud Barzani. already 
has re established ties with 
the Iraqi government. 

The move came a week 
before a meeting proposed 
by the United States 
between representatives of 
Mr. Tulabani's group and its 
main rival, Mr. Barzani's 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP). 

The Kurdish-controlled 
area set up after the Gulf 
war in 1991 was weakened 
by feuds between Mr. 
Barzani and Mr Talabani 
over power sharing. Last 
August, it deteriorated fur- 
ther when Mr. Bar zani 
asked President Saddam for 
military help to overcome 
Mr. Talabani’s Iranian allied 
forces. 


Jewish women settlers dean the floor inside one of seven mobile homes set up early Thursday on a hill- 
top outside the Beit Al settlement near Ramallah as other settlers stand outside. The homes were removed 
later in the day (Reuters photo) 


U.S. presses for Hebron agreement, 
and warns of fresh extremist threats 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States on 
Thursday pressed Israel and 
Palestinians to complete a 
deal on Hebron saying pro- 
tracted negotiations were 
fuelling instability and the 
potential for increased ter- 
rorist activity in the Middle 
East. 

After a telephone conver- 
sation with U.S. special 
envoy Dennis Ross, who is 
mediating the talks, state 
department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said: 

“This agreement is not yet 
finished ... and it’s our 
view... that it’s really up to 
the Israel and the 
Palestinians to finish this 
deal.” 

“They have the capacity 
to make this deal. It’s up to 
them to do it They are the 
only ones who can,” Mr. 
Bums said. He called the 
deal, which was supposed to 
be completed nearly one 
year ago. “long overdue.” 
“we think that an agree- 
ment is there for the taking 
but they have got to make 
the decision. That decision 
has to he taken together." 
Mr. Bums told a news brief- 
ing. 

A top aide to Israeli Prime 


Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu accused the 
Palestinian of stalling in 
talks on Hebron but 
Palestinians said Israel's 
refusal to set dates for 
future redeployments was 
holding up an agreement 

Mr. Bums refused to be 
drawn on which side might 
be at fault. He quoted Mr. 
Ross as saying both sides 
are negotiating in good 
faith. 

As a deal with the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (PLO) for 
Israel’s redeployment in 
Hebron continued to elude 
negotiators. Israeli police 
held a second soldier on 
Thursday in connection 
with the shooting of seven 
Arabs in the West Bank 
city. 

The first soldier arrested, 
Noam Friedman, caused the 
injuries when be sprayed 
rifle fire into a Hebron mar- 
ket on Wednesday in what 
he called an attempt to keep 
the town of 400 Israeli set- 
tlers and 100,000 
■Palestinians from being 
handed over to Palestinian 
rule. 

Mr. Bums said he hoped 
the incident would not 


derail the difficult Hebron 
negotiations, which earlier 
this week seemed about to 
be concluded successfully. 

He praised Netanyahu, 
who quickly condemned the 
attack, and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, who 
discouraged Arab retalia- 
tion, for acting very respon- 
sibly. 

Bui with tensions running 
high. Mr. Bums announced 
that the United States had 
received “indications of an 
increased likelihood of ter- 
rorist attacks over the next 
two weeks" in Israel, 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. 

As a result “we're issuing 
a travel advisory today on 
Israel, and the West Bank 
(warning) American citi- 
zens about the potential for 
terrorist actions in those 
areas," he said. 

The advisory warns U.S. 
citizens “to exercise caution 
in public areas, to avoid 
travel on public buses, to 
avoid congregating at bus 
stops." 

Mr. Bums said “while 
Americans have not been 
specifically targeted, 
Americans have been killed 
in the past in those areas in 


terrorist incidents” and 
hence it is Washington's 
responsibility to make them 
aware of the new threats. 

Mr. Bums said the threats 
were general, meaning no 
specific times or venues for 
attacks were mentioned. He 
refused to mention the 
source of the threats. 

The U.S. warning was 
issued “because of some 
information that we have 
and ... also because the gen- 
eral climate (in the region ) 
is so volatile and the terror- 
ist shooting in Hebron yes- 
terday is an example of 
that” Mr. Bums said. 

He said the United States 
believes a Hebron deal will 
serve to calm tensions 
between Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

President Bill Clinton on 
Wednesday brought his per- 
sonal prestige to bear in the 
negotiations by calling 
Arafat and telling him to 
“get it done with.” 

Turning up the pressure 
on the sides. Mr. Bums said: 
“We think that an agreement 
is there for the taking, but 
they have got to make the 
decision that they’re going 
to do it. and that decision 
has to be taken together." 


Letter bombs sent to 
Arabic paper in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Four letter bombs disguised 
as Christinas cards were 
removed from the office of 
an Arabic newspaper on 
Thursday and law enforce- 
ment officials said the 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s(FBI) terror- 
ist task force was investigat- 
ing. 

Two similar devices also 
were found at the federal 
prison in Leavenworth. 
Kansas, addressed to the 
parole officer, the FBI said 
The agency cautioned peo- 
ple to be alert for similar 
cards. 

The first of two letter 
bombs was discovered by an 
employee of the Saudi- 
owned newspaper Al Hayat 
as he was opening the morn- 
ing mail and noticed wires 
protruding from an enve- 
lope. police said. Another 
was found in that mail. 

The second two arrived at 
the same 1 1th floor office in 
the afternoon mail delivery 
at the National Press Club 
building, . two blocks from 
the White House. 

All four were put in spe- 
cial containers and taken 
away in reinforced bomb 
trucks belonging to the 
police department’s explo- 
sive ordnance division. 

The devices were taken in 
a heavily escorted convoy to 
the parking lot of a football 
stadium and “disrupted” so 
the components could be 
studied for evidence, police 
spokesman Joe Gentile said. 

“It is my understanding 
that they could have taken a 
life.” he said 

The FBI revealed later that 
two similar letter bombs 
also disguised as Christmas 
cards were found at 
Leavenworth prison. 


‘None of the bombs 
exploded but would have 
caused grave harm if they 
had.” the FBI said in a writ- 
ten statement 

All of the cards were sent 
through the mail from 
Egypt. Some were post- 
marked Dec. 21, 1996, from 
Alexandria, Egypt and con- 
tained no return address. 
The FBI described them as 
plain white envelopes with 
computer generated address- 
es. 

“Anyone receiving similar 
cards should use extreme 
caution, not handle the 
envelopes in any way and 
immediately notify the local 
police or local FBI office,’’ 
the FBI statement said. 

The FBI terrorist task 
force and the metropolitan 
police closed off a two- 
block area, evacuated the 
National Press club building 
which houses the 
Washington offices of many 
U.S. and foreign news 
organisations, and searched 
it with bomb sniffing dogs. 
Later on Thursday, the 
building was reopened. 

Police, FBI agents and 
bomb technicians also 
searched the city's main post 
office, the central point for 
distribution in Washington, 
and intercepted mail 
addressed to the newspaper. 

Law enforcement officials 
declined to describe the 
actual devices in detail, but 
said “the components did 
make up a complete circuit- 
ry system for a bomb." 

Al Hayat a Saudi newspa- 
per based in London, had 
published the manifesto of a 
radical group after the fatal 
June 25 bombing of U.S. 
military personnel in the 
Saudi city of Khobar. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Woman held for allegedly killing ex-husband 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Police sources said on Friday 
police had arrested a 42-year-old divorced woman 
who allegedly stabbed her husband with a kitchen 
knife following an argument in Jabal Ashrafieh. 
The woman, who was not identified by police, 
stabbed her 42-year-old former husband in her 
apartment following an argument. They have been 
divorced for three years, the sources said. "The vic- 
tim was visiting his wife when an aigument erupt- 
ed between him, and the woman grabbed a kitchen 
knife and stabbed him several times in the chest," 
the source said. The official source said that the 
woman remained under custody pending further 
investigations. 

Six Russians killed in crash in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Six Russian tourists and their 
Egyptian guide were killed overnight when their 
bus colhded with a track north of the Red Sea 
resort of Huigbada, Interior Ministry officials said 
Friday. Twenty-nine Russian tourists were aboard 
the bus travelling from Cairo to Hurghada when 
the accident occurred, they said. Five Russian 
tourists were injured and hospitalised. A Belgian 
tourist was killed meanwhile and four French 
tourists injured when their bus collided with a 
truck overnight m Hurghada, the officials said 

Turkish Islamic deputies to visi Israel 

j£P ) — Two deputies from the ruling 
E any wiH visit brael ^ a sign that 
eSms °^« erc * opposition to ties with Israel 

Ramazan Yemdede join P f“ve“ from 

Sjs f ? r a four-day visit starting Sunday°to 
under Palestinian rule their aides 
confirmed Friday. The visit will he t? 

emising 0 f 54 Turkish F-4 iets an if fflod " 
pany. -file Turkish deputies^ V I 3 eh com ' 
with Prime Minister B M t0 meet 

President Ezer Weizman. Netan jahu, 

Levy and Knesset sS2S/ ^ mster David 
to an Israeli embassy^cud^' 



Fergie in Argentina 

BUENOS AIRES (AP) — 
The Duchess of Yorfc, 
accompanied by her daugh- 
ters Eugenie and Beatrice, 
arrived in Argentina on 
Tbureday for a private visit 
with her mother. The former 
Sarah Ferguson, or ‘Fergie.' 
arrived at Ezeiza interna- 
tional airport, where she 
boarded a private plane to 
take her to her mother’s 
farm in ihe town of 
Salliquelo. 500 kilomeires 
southwest of Buenos Aires. 
British embassy officials in 
Buenos Aires said they 
were unable to commenr on 
the duchess's stay as it was 
a private visit The local 
news agency Noticias 
Argentinas said the duchess 
planned to stay in Argentina 
for two weeks. Her mother. 
Susan Barrantes, moved to 
Argentina in the 1970s and 
married polo player Hector 
Barrantes. 

Mandela jail turns 
tourist attraction 

CAPE TOWN (AP) - 
President Nelson Mandela's 
former prison cell is now a 
tourist attraction. The first 
tourists (ravelled 

Wednesday to South 
Africa’s notorious Robben 
Island prison, the m a in 
attraction of the newly 
declared Robben Island 
National Monument The 
island prison, now managed 
by the Ministry of Ait and 
Culture. closed in 
December and the last 
remaining prisoners were 
transferred to mainland 
cells. Robben Island had 
been used for as a place to 
banish political prisoners 
and others such as lepers 
and the incurably mentally 
ill. Tours now take in the 
notorious section B of the 
prison, where Mandela was 
held. The president spent IS 
of his 27 years in prison on 
the island. Tourists also visit 
the remnants of the leper 
colony, a Muslim shrine, the 
village where the prison 
guards lived and other sites. 
Under the government- 
sponsored tourist initiative, 
three ferries leaving from 
the Cape Town waterfront 
will take about 300 visitors 
a day to the island. 

‘Pocket Hercules' quits 

ANKARA (AP) — The 
weight of years and the i 
demands of training were 
ultimately too much for 
Turkey’s ‘‘Pocket 

Hercules” to bear. The com- 
pact weightlifiter — who 
captured three Olympic 
gold medals and the beans 
of his adopted homeland—- 
announced Thursday he is 
retiring. ‘T am now 30. It is 
enough. I am announcing 
that I am putting an end to 
my active sports life" 
Milliyet newspaper quoted 
Naim Suleymanoglu, who 
became a national hero && 
winning his first OJjmpic 
gold in 19S8 in Seoul. 
South Korea. He also has 
won seven world champi- 
onships — two before he 
defected from his native 
Bulgaria in 19S6. 

Olympic Games, the H- 

centimetre Suleymanoglu 

broke his own world mcora 
with a combined lift 
1/2 pounds in snamh mm 
clean-and-j c **’ 
"Weightlifting has given 
mealoL and it has given me 
a lot of joy," s®” 
Suleymanoglu, dubbed the 
‘’Pocket Hercules" because 
of his strength and size* 

Inventor of Margin* 2 
cocktail dies 

EL PASO, Texas (R) 
man widely credited wiuj 
inventing the Margan°- * 
smooth Tequila-based cock- 
tail renowned for to P° K 
kick, was buried 
Thursday after dying 
stroke. He was 78. W* 
members said t 

“Pancho” Morales d^ 1 

Monday in the 

Texas border city of ^ 

and was buried on Th j 

morning. < 
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